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Well it has been quite the year. It 
seems our harvest went on for a very 
long time due to uncertain weather 
conditions. My family and I were 
extremely thankful to see our harvest 
finished.
 Things have gone quite well for 
the pulse industry in the last few 
years. Prices for pulses, especially 
lentils have been remarkably good 
and decent yields for the most part 
have made pulses the most profitable 
crop for many farms.
 I would like to thank growers 
for their continued support of 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG). 
It was clear to see we have brought 
this industry to a top level as we 
celebrated 25 years of SPG and the 
success of our industry at Pulse Days 
this past year. 
 We also had new data on returns 
on research investment with an 
increase to $20 return for every 
$1 of check-off submitted to SPG. 
Your check-off dollars have been 
invested in the various aspects of 
the industry, with an average of 
60 per cent of SPG’s budget being 
invested in research. SPG is currently 
funding 70 researche projects 
valued at $16,976,351. There are 
17 genetic improvement projects 
valued at $11,568,997 (including 
the agreement we have with the 
Crop Development Centre), 17 
agronomy and sustainable production 
projects valued at $1,631,602 
and 31 processing and utilization 
projects valued at $3,735,752. 
We also have two undergraduate 

by Maurice Berry, Board Chair

Moving Forward with 
a Strong Industry 

Chair’s Message

scholarships at the University of 
Saskatchewan and recently awarded 
five first year students with a $5,000 
undergraduate scholarship entering 
the University of Saskatchewan in an 
area of discipline that would benefit 
the pulse industry. All recipients were 
sons or daughters of pulse producers 
in Saskatchewan. 
 As pulse growers, we can 
attribute the success of Canada 
being the largest pulse exporter in 
the world and the export value of 
Saskatchewan pulses reaching over 
$1.6 billion, to the varieties that 
have been developed at the CDC 
and made available to our producers 
royalty-free. 
 It has been the wish of the board 
to keep Saskatchewan producer’s 
one step ahead of our competitors 
with the best varieties, the most 
advanced agronomy information, 
access to both new and generic pulse 
protection chemicals and timely 
market information. We continue 
to partner with Pulse Canada to 
invest in opportunities to expand 
demand for our pulses, improve the 
transportation of our pulses and 
ensure market access for our pulses 
around the world
 This will be my last message 
to you as your SPG Board Chair. 
I have served on the board for the 
last six years, serving the last two as 
Chair. This has been a great privilege 
and experience for me. I feel very 
fortunate that I had the opportunity 
to work with a great SPG Board and 
the highly professional and proficient 

SPG staff. They have made my job as 
Chair easier. 
 I am honoured and humbled 
to join the group of past SPG 
Chairs and Board members who 
still contribute to this Board. There 
have been many high calibre board 
members serve over the years. It 
was my hope to learn from them 
and then to continue that leadership 
in helping to ensure the ongoing 
success of SPG and the growth of the 
Saskatchewan pulse industry.
 I would encourage you to consider 
running for the SPG Board in the 
future. It has been an interesting, 
challenging, and beneficial learning 
experience. My time on the Board 
meant a great deal of time away 
from the farm, however having 
the opportunity to meet and work 
with other farmers, buyers, and 
researchers involved in the pulse 
industry has made me a better farm 
manager and producer. 
 Please do not hesitate to contact 
our Board of Directors or staff if you 
have any questions regarding the 
SPG Board. Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to represent 
the pulse growers of Saskatchewan. 
Let’s continue this Saskatchewan 
success story. 

Maurice Berry
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In this issue we are giving you information that will be your tools for success. 
One of these tools is looking at what the future looks like for the pulse 
industry in terms of new varieties being released in 2010, new emerging 
market opportunities in India and what genomics means for Saskatchewan 
pulse producers.
 This is also the theme for Pulse Days 2010. Please see page 18 for more 
information about this exciting event. We hope to see you there!
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KanadalKanadal
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India is a country rich with tradition 
and culture. More than half of the 
one billion people living in India are 
vegetarians, consuming pulses as 
their protein requirement.  
 India produces 15 million tonnes 
of pulses, resulting in an average 
availability of 30 grams per person 
daily. However, the Indian Council 
of Medical Research recommends 
consumption at 45 to 50 grams 
per day, especially for growing 
children. Nutritional security is a 
rising concern in India. With India 
being a large consumer of pulses 
and not producing enough for 
consumption, India must rely on 
imports to supplement domestic 
pulse production more than ever 
these days. 
 One product in particular that 
is consumed daily as part of a 
breakfast dish is called Sambar. 
Sambar is made of split pigeon peas 
or more commonly know in India 
as toor (or tur) dhal. With recently 
increasing prices for toor dhal, 
Indian consumers are looking for an 
alternative. This is where Kanadal, 
Saskatchewan dehulled green lentils 
fit in.
 Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
(SPG) is funding a research project 
led by researchers Dr. G. Pushpa 
and Dr. N. Varadharaju at the 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University 
(TNAU) in Coimbatore, India that 
is looking at utilizing Saskatchewan 
grown green lentils in traditional 
Indian foods. TNAU has been 
conducting research, including a 

comparative study of the food related 
characteristics of native pulses versus 
dehulled green lentil. Green lentil 
based food products have been 
developed and market tested in 
India. TNAU has also been working 
with local food processors to further 
develop and market these lentil based 
foods.
 To date, TNAU has researched 
green lentil use in 30 food products, 
and further developed 11 of these 
products. Results have revealed 
that the physical and nutritional 
characteristics of the food products 
prepared were on par compared 
to products developed from more 
commonly used pulses grown in 
India. The sensory evaluations also 
showed that the lentil based products 
were highly acceptable and for some 
products, the taste was even better 
than native pulse based products. 
 TNAU has determined that lentils 
are a suitable ingredient for most of 
the preparations of traditional based 
Indian foods and that there is an 
opportunity to market lentil based 
food products made with Kanadal in 
India. 
 The next step? Commercialization 
and marketing.
 SPG will soon be launching 
the Kanadal brand. SPG has been 
working with the Saskatchewan pulse 
trade to develop brand and user 
agreements for Kanadal. 
 SPG is also working with Mr. G. 
Chandrashekhar, Associate Editor 
for the Hindu Business Line, to 
assist with the marketing campaign 

in India and launch the Kanadal 
brand. He has been actively involved 
with this project since its infancy, as 
a member of the Project Advisory 
Committee. He sees a huge market 
opportunity for Saskatchewan 
branded Kanadal, especially as the 
middle-class continues to grow in 
India. 
  India consumes about two million 
tonnes of pigeon pea annually and 
this number will only increase as 
India’s population grows at a rate 
of 1.8 per cent each year. SPG 
wants to replace at least 10 per 
cent of India’s pigeon pea market 
with dehulled green lentils from 
Saskatchewan (200,000 tonnes) in 
the short term, for a potential market 
impact of $160 million annually. As 
green lentil becomes a familiar food 
ingredient in India, the long-term 
demand could easily exceed 300,000 
tonnes.
   Now is the time for SPG to start 
marketing Kanadal as an alternative 
to pigeon in traditional Indian 
foods. Indian consumers are already 
becoming aware that they can use a 
dehulled green lentil product instead 
of pigeon pea. Now it is SPG’s job to 
convince them to choose Kanadal.

by Amanda Olekson

Kanadal – Creating a Brand 
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Amanda Olekson is the Communications Manager at Saskatchewan Pulse Growers. 
She can be reached at aolekson@saskpulse.com or 306-668-0032.

Market Development 
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Kanadal will be branded and sold in India as 
a high quality lentil from Saskatchewan. 
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by Eric Johnson 

Group 2 Resistant Weeds 
and Herbicide Carryover

 The major challenge facing the 
utility of Group 2 herbicides is weed 
resistance. Group 2 resistance has 
been identified in the following 
weeds in Western Canada:

• Kochia
• Russian thistle
• Spiny annual sow-thistle
• Redroot pigweed
• Wild mustard
• Wild oat
• Green foxtail
• Hemp-nettle
• Stinkweed
• Cleavers
• Chickweed
• Ball mustard
• Wild buckwheat
• Shepherd’s purse.

 This is a long list of weeds and if 
you are in a situation where Odyssey 
or Solo is no longer effective on 
these weeds, your alternatives 
are limited for controlling weeds 
in peas and lentils. It is important 
that pulse producers consider these 
herbicides as a resource that needs 
to be preserved.

Why is Group 2 Weed 
Resistance so Prevalent?
First of all, Group 2 herbicides exert 
their effect by inhibiting acetolactate 
synthase (ALS), an enzyme required 
for the production of amino acids 

in plants. Therefore, it acts on a 
single site of action. To develop 
resistance to herbicides with a single 
site of action, plants may only 
require a change in a single gene. 
Group 2 herbicides are also effective 
herbicides; therefore, if only one 
plant in a field with a resistant gene 
survives the herbicide application, 
it has little competition since the 
susceptible population has been 
killed. Repeated selection pressure, 
i.e. applying the same herbicide or 
herbicides with the same mode of 
action (group) on the same field, 
will increase the frequency of the 
resistant biotypes until only the 
resistant population remains. 
 Another reason that resistance is 
prevalent is that there are so many 
herbicides that belong to this group. 
You may think that you are rotating 
herbicides, but these herbicides all 
belong to the same group: Ally, 
Assert, Express, Everest, Frontline, 
Muster, Pursuit, Refine Extra, 
Simplicity, and Solo. To manage 
herbicide resistance, it is critical that 
growers know the mode of action 
of various herbicides and manage 
weeds by using multiple modes of 
action in their herbicide rotation.

What Can Be Done to Manage 
Group 2 Resistance?
1) Rotate herbicide groups. BASF, 

the manufacturer of Odyssey and 

Group 2 herbicides, also known as acetolactate synthase (ALS) inhibitors, are an important group of herbicides for 
pulse producers. In fact, pulse growers would be the most vulnerable if this herbicide group was no longer available. 
Herbicides such as Odyssey and Solo are invaluable for controlling grassy and broadleaf weeds in field pea and 
Clearfield lentil. 

Crop Protection

The major challenge 

facing the utility of 

Group 2 herbicides is 

weed resistance. 
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Differences in control of resistant and 
susceptible kochia biotypes to Group 2 
herbicide application.
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Eric Johnson is a Weed Biologist with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
at the Scott Research Farm.

Solo recommends that Group 2 
products only be applied to a field 
a maximum of twice in four years, 
with one pre or post application 
per year, maximum.

2) Use tank-mixes that employ more 
than one mode of action. Viper, 
a field pea herbicide is a tank-mix 
of two herbicides with different 
modes of action (Group 2 and 
Group 6). Using a product like this 
will assist in delaying the onset of 
resistant weeds and will also assist 
in the management of resistant 
weeds that are present in the 
field. Recent research has found 
that employing herbicide mixes 
with different modes of action 
is more effective than rotating 
herbicide groups.

3) Employ integrated weed 
management techniques. Rotate 
crops, alter seeding dates, increase 
seeding rates and use other 
techniques to reduce your reliance 
on herbicides.

Imi Herbicide Carryover
Some durum wheat producers have 
expressed concern that their durum 
fields are not yielding as high as 
they should and are concerned that 
it may be due to “imi” herbicide 
(Odyssey, Solo, Pursuit) carryover. 
Most of the concern is coming from 
lentil growers.
 Spring wheat tends to be quite 
tolerant to imi herbicide carryover. 
The tolerance of durum wheat to imi 
herbicide carryover has been only 
tested once at the Scott Research 
Farm. Durum wheat was found 
to be slightly more sensitive than 
spring wheat. 
  Soil moisture and temperature 
are very important factors in 
determining the rate of pesticide 
breakdown. Imi herbicides degrade 

primarily by microbial degradation. 
Soil microbes thrive in warm, 
moist soils, which results in faster 
degradation. Soil properties such as 
organic matter content, soil texture, 
and soil pH also play an important 
role in the carryover potential of 
imi herbicides. Generally, there 
are fewer problems with herbicide 
carryover when soil organic matter 
is high. It is the most important 
variable in controlling adsorption 
of the herbicide to soil particles. 
Herbicide adsorption to organic 
matter may reduce its bioavailability 
and the greater moisture holding 
capacity of high organic matter soils 
makes them conducive for increased 
microbial activity. The effect of clay 
content on herbicide residues is 
similar to organic matter in that it 
tends to adsorb the herbicide, as well 
as improve water-holding capacity. 
 Soil pH is another factor affecting 
the residual characteristics of some 
herbicides. A low soil pH (less than 
7.0) tends to increase the persistence 
of imi herbicides. Most of the soils in 
the lentil growing area have a high 
pH which lessens their carryover 
potential.
 If you are concerned about 
potential herbicide carryover, 
then consider using Solo rather 
than Odyssey. Odyssey contains 
imazethapyr, the active ingredient in 
Pursuit. Imazethapyr is more residual 
than imazamox, the active ingredient 
in Solo. Solo has less potential to 
cause injury to rotational crops since 
it has a shorter half-life and it is not 
as easily taken up by plant roots. 
 Durum growers should ensure 
that their crop is fertilized with 
sufficient nutrients. Imi herbicides 
can cause root pruning which may 
inhibit the uptake of non-mobile 
nutrients such as phosphorus. 
  Symptoms of imi herbicide 
carryover in cereals include stunting 

and inter-veinal chlorosis of new 
leaves. The inter-veinal chlorosis is 
noticeable when plants are small 
(less than four leaves) so the injury 
is not always obvious. The only 
way growers could confirm that 
imi herbicide is resulting in yield 
losses in their rotational crops is to 
leave an untreated check strip so 
they have an area of comparison. 
On the other hand, research on 
Scott soils, where the imi herbicides 
are most persistent, rarely found 
yield reductions in wheat from 
Odyssey carryover and never from 
Solo carryover. Pursuit, the most 
persistent herbicide, did cause yield 
reductions in rotational cereal crops; 
however, this was rate-dependent. 
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Inter-veinal striping is a symptom of imi 
carryover injury to cereal crops. 
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Your transportation link to world markets

2020 Winston Park Drive, Suite 300
Oakville, Ontario  L6H 6X7  Canada

Telephone: (905) 829-5829                       Fax: (905) 829-5219
Toll Free: (800) 561-8238                     Email: cft@cftcorp.com

www.cftcorp.com

CFT CORPORATION

6

• 30 Years of Experience  • Free Grading

• Licensed and Bonded • Prompt Payment

Main Plant Moose Jaw: 693-2132
Rail Site Moose Jaw: 693-9402
Swift Current: 773-2390
Kyle: 375-2350
Toll Free: 1-877-252-9431

www.simpsonseeds.com

GENTLE TRANSLOADING OF 

BULK GRAINS AND SPECIAL 

CROPS FROM HOPPER CARE 

TO MARINE CONTAINERS.

Coastal Containers Ltd.

2525 Commissioner St., Vancouver, B.C. V5K 5E5

Phone (604) 255-9390 • Fax (604) 255-9392
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The Celebrity Chefs column is designed to excite your 
taste buds and provide new ideas on how you can include 
pulses in your family’s meals.
 In this issue we are featuring recipes from those who 
we hear from daily – the agriculture media. Western 
Producer reporter Sean Pratt shares with us his Slow 
Cooker Split Pea Soup recipe that is sure to warm you 
up this winter. CJWW’s Let’s Talk Ag host Neil Billinger 
shares with us his Chickpea and Feta Salad recipe, a 

favourite at their staff potlucks. Finally, Grainews editor 
Jay Whetter shares with us one of his favourites, an 
Israeli Couscous Salad which combines Saskatchewan 
grown lentils and couscous for a nice light addition to 
your Christmas supper.  
 Want more pulse recipes? Contact us at 
pulse@saskpulse.com or 306-668-0350 to receive a 
FREE copy of our new recipe booklet. 

Happy Cooking!

Celebrity Chefs - In the Media

From our kitchen to 

yours, celebrity chefs 

share their favourite 

pulse recipes.in
 b
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Tasty Recipes
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Slow Cooker Split Pea Soup
by Sean Pratt
2 cups (500 mL) dried split 

green peas
½ cup (125 mL) cooked ham, 

chopped
1 medium carrot, diced
½ cup (125 mL) diced celery
1 cup (250 mL) finely  

  chopped onion
½ tsp. (2 mL) salt
¼ tsp. (1 mL) pepper
1 tbsp. (15 mL) chopped parsley
1 tbsp. (15 mL) chicken bouillon 

powder
¼ tsp. (1 mL) ground thyme
6 cups (1.5 L) water

Combine all ingredients in a 3.5 litre 
slow-cooker. Stir. Cook on low for 
eight to 10 hours, or on high for 
four to five hours. Thin with water 
if necessary. 

Comments: Warm and hearty 
for a cold winter evening.

Chickpea and Feta Salad
by Neil Billinger
2 (19 oz.) cans chickpeas, 

drained and rinsed 
2 large fresh ripe tomatoes, 

diced ½ inch 
6 oz. feta cheese, diced ½” 
3 green onions sliced thin 

6 Kalamata olives, pitted 
and quartered 

2 tbsp. (30 mL) chopped parsley 
¼ cup (50 mL) olive oil 
1 tbsp. (15 mL) red wine vinegar or 

more to taste 
1 tsp. (5 mL) oregano, fresh if 

possible
½ tsp. (2 mL) fresh ground pepper 

or more to taste 

Combine chickpeas, tomatoes, feta, 
onions, olives and parsley. Then 
whisk together oil, red wine vinegar, 
oregano, and pepper. Pour over 
salad and toss gently. Serve at room 
temperature. Serves six.

Comments: Here’s a dish that’s 
great for potlucks. It’s a favourite 
of everyone at CJWW!!

Israeli Couscous Salad
by Jay Whetter
½ cup (125 mL) pine 

nuts
½ cup (125 mL) small 

green lentils
18 cups (4.25 L) water
2 ½ tsp. (12 mL) salt
1 ½ cups (375 mL) 

couscous
1 cinnamon stick
2 tbsp. (30 mL) olive oil
1 tsp. (5 mL) lemon zest

3 tbsp. (45 mL) lemon juice
½ cup (125 mL) red pepper, diced
¼ cup (50 mL) dates, chopped

1 tbsp. (15 mL) fresh mint, minced
Pepper to taste 

Toast the pine nuts in an ungreased  
baking dish at 350°C until golden 
brown, approximately three to 
five minutes. Place lentils and two 
cups of water and ½ tsp (2 mL) of 
salt in a saucepan. Bring to a boil, 
cover and reduce heat and simmer 
until lentils are tender, about 20 
minutes. Drain and set aside. Boil the 
remaining water and once boiling; 
add couscous, cinnamon and 2 tsp 
(10 mL) of salt. Cover and return to 
a boil. Remove lid and cook eight 
to 10 minutes. Drain and rinse with 
cold water. Remove cinnamon stick. 
Toss the remaining ingredients in a 
bowl (except the pine nuts) and let sit 
for 30 minutes. When ready to serve 
sprinkle with pine nuts and serve 
with lemon wedges. 

Comments: I found this really 
good green lentil and couscous 
salad online at www.theveggietable.
com. You can buy couscous in a 
box at any local grocery store. 



Whatever your inoculant needs, Viterra can help. Our knowledgeable team has the advice you 
can rely on to make the right decision about which inoculant to apply to your crop. And we carry 
multiple formulations to ensure we have what you need to succeed. For all your inoculant needs, 
visit inoculant.viterra.ca, or contact your local Viterra representative.

Options for every situation, and advice to help you decide.

ADVICE        OPPORTUNITIES        ACCESS

More  inoculant choices.
More inoculant advice.



 PulsePoint Magazine • January 2010 9

Agricom International Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ North Vancouver BC 604-983-6922 www.agricom.com

All Commodities (AC) Trading Ltd. ¢  ¢      Winnpieg  MB  204-339-8001 kevin@allcommodities.ca

Alliance Pulse Processors Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Regina  SK 306-525-4490 www.saskcan.com

Belle Pulses Ltd. ¢ ¢   ¢    Bellevue SK 306-423-5202 bellepulses@sasktel.net

Best Cooking Pulses Inc. ¢        Rowatt SK 306-586-7111 www.bestcookingpulses.com

Bissma Pacific Inc. ¢  ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢  Winnipeg MB 204-895-0144 www.bissma.com

Blue Hills Processors (2003) Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Avonlea SK 306-868-4488 www.bhpl.ca

Bornhorst Seeds Ltd. ¢ ¢       St. Gregor  SK  306-366-2158  bbornhorst@sasktel.net

C. B. Constantini Ltd.  ¢ ¢      Saskatoon  SK  306-373-9730  curtis.freeman@cbconstantini.com

C. B. Constantini Ltd.  ¢ ¢      Vancouver  BC  604-669-1212  michael.chong@cbconstantini.com

Cargill Limited – Animal Nutrition  ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Lethbridge  AB  403-329-4462  andrew.g.barwegen@cargill.com

Cargill Limited ¢ ¢       Winnipeg  MB  204-947-0141  www.cargill.ca

Commodious Trading Inc. ¢  ¢   ¢   Saanichton  BC  250-652-7807  dnewman@commodious.ca

Delmar Commodities Ltd.  ¢      ¢ Winkler MB 204-331-3696 mark@delmarcommodities.com

Diefenbaker Seed Processors Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Elbow  SK  06-644-4704  lionelector.stulor@sasktel.net

Dunnington Holdings Ltd. DBA T.W. Commodities ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Swift Current  SK  306-773-9748 www.twcommodities.com

Export Packers Company Ltd. ¢  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Brampton  ON  905-792-9700  www.exportpackers.com

Fill-More Seeds Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Fillmore  SK  306-722-3353  www.fillmoreseeds.com

Finora Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Surrey  BC  604-597-5060  finora@istar.ca

Finora Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Assiniboia  SK  306-642-5920  assiniboia@finora.com

Finora Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Wilkie  SK  306-843-2507  wilkie@finora.com

The Canada Grain Act requires some elevators and 
grain dealers to have a Canadian Grain Commission 
(CGC) license and post security to cover their liabilities 
– what they owe to farmers. Grain dealers and operators 
of primary, terminal and process elevators in Western 
Canada are licensed by the CGC. Seed cleaning plants 
that do not purchase grain, and feed mills do not have to 
be licensed.
 As of December 1, 2006 the Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG)  Pulse Companies List only includes 
companies who are licensed and secured by the CGC 

(or exempted by regulation), and who are registered 
to submit check-off to SPG. The list is compiled based 
on the CGC’s List of Licensees but also includes those 
who are exempted by regulation due to the nature of 
their business. It is the responsibility of the producer to 
ensure the company s/he is dealing with is reliable. For 
tips on how to do this, check the CGC’s website (www.
grainscanada.gc.ca) or call them at (800) 853-6705 or 
(306) 780-5035 in Saskatchewan. 

*As of December 9, 2009
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GH Schweitzer Enterprises Ltd. ¢  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Eston  SK  306-962-4751  www.schweitzer.sk.ca

Globeways Canada Inc. ¢  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Mississauga  ON  905-712-1010  www.globeways.com

Great Sandhills Terminal Marketing Centre Ltd.  ¢       Leader  SK  306-628-4452  gary.lang@gst.ca

Great Western Grain Company Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Lloydminster  SK  306-825-4344  bob@greatwesterngrain.com

J.K. Milling Canada Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Buchanan  SK  306-592-2002  jkm@jkmilling.ca

J.K. Milling Canada Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Vancouver  BC 604-696-9955  www.jki.com.au

Johnson Seeds Ltd., S.S. ¢  ¢    ¢ ¢  Arborg  MB 800-363-9442  www.johnsonseeds.com

Keyser Farms Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Cupar  SK  306-723-4949  keyserfarms@sasktel.net

Lackawanna Products Corp.  ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢ ¢   Nipawin  SK  306-862-2723  rslackawanna@sasktel.net

Lakeside Global Grains Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢      Wynyard  SK  306-554-3030  www.lakesideglobal.ca

Lakeside Global Grains Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢      Winnipeg  MB  204-255-5550  www.lakesideglobal.ca

Linear Grain Inc.   ¢  ¢    ¢ Carman  MB  204-745-6747  www.lineargrain.com

Louis Dreyfus Canada Ltd.   ¢       Calgary  AB  403-205-3322  www.louisdreyfus.ca

Maviga N.A. Inc.  ¢  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Regina  SK  306-721-8900  www.maviga.com

Mobil Grain Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Regina  SK  877-487-8347  www.mobilgrain.com

Naber Specialty Grains Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢  Melfort  SK  306-752-4115  nsgl@sasktel.net

North East Terminal Ltd.   ¢       Wadena  SK  306-338-2999  www.northeastterminal.com

North West Terminal Ltd. ¢ ¢       Unity  SK  306-228-3735  www.northwestterminal.com

Oleet Processing Ltd.   ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Regina  SK  306-543-4777  markfuessel@otfarms.ca

Parent Seed Farms Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ St Joseph  MB 204-737-2625  www.parentseed.com

Parkland Pulse Grain Co. Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   North Battleford  SK 306-445-4199  kirby.b@parklandpulse.com

Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Lethbridge  AB 403-320-9440  www.parheim.mb.ca

Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd.  ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Winnipeg  MB 204-956-2030  www.parheim.mb.ca

Paterson Grain –   ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Winnipeg  MB 204-956-2090  www.patersonglobalfoods.com 
 a division of Paterson Global Foods Inc.

Prairie Pulse Inc.  ¢  ¢      Vanscoy  SK  306-249-9236  info@prairiepulse.com

Prairie West Terminal Ltd.  ¢       Plenty  SK  306-932-4446  kdorner@p-w-t.ca

Prime Seeds International Inc.    ¢ ¢  ¢   Vancouver  BC  604-990-2500  simon@primeproseeds.com

Providence Grain Group Inc. ¢ ¢       Fort Saskatchewan AB 780-997-0211 sjanzen@providencegrain.ca

Provalcid Inc.  ¢  ¢ ¢  ¢   Varennes  PQ  450-652-3916  www.provalcid.com

PulseLink Ltd.  ¢  ¢      Zealandia SK  306-882-1999   info@pulselink.ca

R Young Seeds Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Mortlach  SK  306-355-2221  rys.colin@xplornet.com

Richardson Pioneer Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢      Winnipeg  MB 204-934-5961  www.jri.ca

Roy Legumex Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ St Jean-Baptiste  MB 204-758-3597  www.legumex.com

RW Organic Ltd.  ¢       Mossbank  SK  306-354-2660  rworganic@sasktel.net

Sedley Seeds (2007) Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢      Sedley  SK  306-855-4444  sedleyseeds@sasktel.net

Seedtec Ltd.  ¢ ¢  ¢  ¢ ¢ ¢ Qu’Appelle  SK  306-699-7368  www.terramax.sk.ca

Shafer Commodities Inc.   ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ Lethbridge  AB  403-328-5066  hgoodby@shafercom.com

Simpson Seeds Inc.  ¢  ¢   ¢   Moose Jaw  SK  306-693-2132  www.simpsonseeds.com

South West Terminal Ltd. ¢ ¢       Gull Lake  SK  306-672-4112  www.swt.sk.ca

*DBA refers to Doing Business AsCompany  City/Town  Prov.  Telephone  More InfoE
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Southland Pulse Inc.  ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢    Estevan  SK  306-634-8008  shawn.southland@sasktel.net

Sunrise Foods International Inc. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢  Saskatoon  SK  306-931-4576  gneufeld@sunrisefoods.ca

Veikle Grain Ltd.  ¢ ¢       Cut Knife  SK  306-398-4714  veikle.seeds@sasktel.net

Ventures West Processors Ltd. DBA Canpulse Foods   ¢      Kindersley  SK  306-463-4444

Viterra Inc. – Dry Bean    ¢     Bow Island  AB  403-545-2227  www.viterra.ca

Viterra Inc. – Head Office  ¢ ¢       Regina  SK  306-569-4411  www.viterra.ca

Viterra Inc. – SK Special Crops  ¢ ¢ ¢   ¢   Regina  SK  306-751-4920  www.viterra.ca

Viterra Inc. – Special Crops ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢   Lethbridge  AB  403-382-3400  www.viterra.ca   
            or 1-888-442-8398

Walker Seeds Ltd.  ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢  Tisdale  SK  306-873-3777  www.walkerseeds.ca

Western Grain Trade Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢   Saskatoon  SK  306-657-3455  vicki@westerngrain.com

Weyburn Inland Terminal Ltd. (includes Vigro Seed &   ¢ ¢      Weyburn  SK  306-842-7436  www.wit.ca    
 Supply an operating division of Weyburn Inland Terminal Ltd.)

Wilbur-Ellis Company of Canada  ¢ ¢      Saskatoon  SK  306-934-8244

Chesterfield Stock Farm (1997) Ltd.  ¢       Mantario  SK  306-460-9344

Elite Stock Farm Ltd.  ¢ ¢      Outlook  SK  306-243-2005  elite.sf@sasktel.net

Northern Feeds Inc.  ¢       Spiritwood  SK  306-883-5671  northernfeeds@sasktel.net

Western Commodities Trading Inc.  ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Spalding  SK  306-872-2280  blair.wct@sasktel.net 

West Central Road & Rail  ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢    Eston SK  306-962-4528  customerservice@WCRR.ca

White Water Coulee Cleaners Ltd. ¢ ¢ ¢  ¢ ¢   Bracken  SK  306-293-2101  

Company  City/Town  Prov.  Telephone  More InfoE
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Producer Car Loading Facility City/Town  Prov.  Telephone  More InfoE
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These companies are exempted by regulation as they are processing pulses for feed milling and are not reselling.

This company is exempted by regulation because they handle grain on behalf of producers which is intended for loading into
producer cars and they do not purchase or sell grain.
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Reel in the profi ts with EMD Crop BioScience’s full line of pulse and soybean inoculants in 2010. 
And, reel in a chance to win a new, Princecraft Resorter DLX SC fi shing boat. 

Take this ad or just walk in and ask participating retailers how you can win.  Remember to ask for information 
on Soil Implant, NitraStik, Cell-Tech and Pulse Signal ll inoculants. This year, you can win big both in your fi elds 

and on the lake with EMD. For contest details and rules visit www.emdcropbioscience.com/2010reelcontest.

© 2010 EMD Crop BioScience. Soil Implant and Cell-Tech are registered trademarks and NitraStik and PulseSignal II are trademarks of EMD Crop BioScience and/or its affi liates.
All other brands, product names, company names, trademarks and service marks are the properties of their respective owners. All rights reserved.
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Think more than just seeding this spring.
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by Neal Caldwell

The CLEARFIELD® CommitmentTM

What Growers Need to Know
Common sense tells us that before 
we sign a contract we should 
understand our rights and obligations 
and the rights and obligations of the 
opposite party. Suppose you signed 
the CLEARFIELD® CommitmentTM 
for Lentils – 2010 Growing Season 
(the “Contract”). Maybe you read 
the Contract before you signed it; 
maybe you didn’t. Either way, what 
are your rights and obligations? 
What rights does BASF Canada Inc. 
(“BASF”) have?
 CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed is not 
a “protected variety” under the Plant 
Breeders’ Rights Act (Canada). Even 
if it were, that Act would not prevent 
a grower from producing and using 
farm-saved seed (“Saved Seed”) 
produced from CLEARFIELD® 
Lentil Seed. Note that for “protected 
varieties,” a grower cannot sell 
any seed, including common 
seed, without authorization from 
the holder of the plant breeders’ 
right. Nevertheless, even though 
CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed is not a 
protected variety, Saved Seed sold by 
a grower cannot be sold as or called 
“CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed” without 
infringing BASF’s trade-mark rights.
 What this means is that unless 
you contractually agree to restrict 
your use of Saved Seed, you never 
need permission to grow plants 
from Saved Seed (this is known 
as the “Farmers’ Privilege”). You 
can, of course, voluntarily agree to 
restrict your use of Saved Seed of a 

variety as a condition of the supply 
of certified seed of that variety (and 
you do this under the Contract). Put 
another way, without a Contract, 
BASF has no right to interfere with 
your use of Saved Seed.
 Given this, the first question you 
may ask yourself is: Do I really need 
to sign the Contract?
 No grower is required to sign 
a Contract, ever. But, without a 
Contract, BASF’s position is that 
a grower is not entitled to grow 
CLEARFIELD® lentils in Canada 
because BASF holds exclusive 
rights to a Canadian patent and 
has a patent application (together 
the “Patents”) relating to plants 
with increased resistance to certain 
Group 2 acetohydroxyacid synthase 
(AHAS) herbicides (e.g., “imi” 
and SA herbicides). From BASF’s 
perspective, the Contract is a 
condition precedent to the sale of 
CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed to a 
grower. In other words, no Contract 
means no CLEARFIELD® Lentil 
Seed. So, if you buy CLEARFIELD® 
Lentil Seed from a BASF-authorized 
retailer or grower-to-grower, 
the vendor will make you sign a 
Contract before giving you the seed 
because no one can make you sign 
a Contract after the fact. If you are 
not asked to sign a Contract when 
you purchase the seed, then you 
might not be buying CLEARFIELD® 
Lentil Seed.
 

It is important for growers 

to fully understand the 

terms of the CLEARFIELD® 

CommitmentTM.  

Clearfield Lentils 

A number of Clearfield® lentil varieties were 
released for commercial sale in March 2007.
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At its root, the Contract sets out a limited license from 
BASF to allow a grower to use the Patents to grow 
CLEARFIELD® lentils and to use and sell Saved Seed, 
subject to certain conditions. The Contract is the same 
for all growers. The Contract is a binding agreement 
between you and BASF that imposes obligations on you 
and grants corresponding rights to BASF to ensure that 
you meet your obligations. Once you sign the Contract, 
BASF says that it has given you a license:

(1) to grow CLEARFIELD® lentils in Canada during the 
2010 growing season so as long as you do not apply 
any AHAS herbicide (i.e., “imi” herbicide) other 
than a BASF Product to your lentil plants or the area 
where they are grown; and

(2) to sell BASF-approved Saved Seed as CLEARFIELD® 
Lentil Seed during the 2010 growing season to other 
growers in Canada who have signed a Contract 
with BASF.

Under the Contract there are many restrictions on these 
licenses, each set out several times, each time using 
different language. What all of it means is that:

• You must buy CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed in 
Canada and only from BASF-authorized retailers of 
CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed or BASF-authorized sellers 
of Saved Seed.

• You alone have the right to plant CLEARFIELD® 
Lentil Seed to grow a single commercial crop, and 
to sell Saved Seed in Canada during 2010. You 
may not: (i) transfer these rights to anyone; (ii) grow 
CLEARFIELD® lentils outside Canada; (iii) grow 
more than a single commercial crop; (iv) grow a 
crop after 2010; (v) sell, or let anyone else grow 
lentils from, your CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed; (vi) 
let anyone else sell your Saved Seed; or (vii) sell or 
let anyone use CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed or Saved 
Seed outside Canada as propagating material for crop 
breeding, or for research or generation of herbicide 
registration data.

• You may use any herbicide registered for use on lentil 
on your Clearfield lentils, but if you spray an “imi” 
herbicide, you may only use BASF products such 
as  ODYSSEY®, ODYSSEY DLXTM or SOLO® (not 
BASF’s PURSUIT® herbicide).

• You may only sell Saved Seed to other growers in 
Canada who have signed a Contract.

• You do not have to pay BASF anything based on the 
crop you produce (it is a royalty free license).

• All of your rights expire after the 2010 growing 
season (but the restrictions imposed on you 
continue). So, if you want to grow a crop from the 
CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed you purchased for 2010 
(or use or sell Saved Seed) in 2011 or after, you must 
sign a new CLEARFIELD® CommitmentTM for Lentils.

BASF further limits the licenses with a number of 
restrictions on how and when you may use and sell 
Saved Seed:

• Before you use farm-saved seed or sell it grower-to-
grower, you must have it CLEARFIELD-CONFIRM® 
tested and approved by BASF. The steps are as 
follows:

o Produce farm-saved seed under a Contract and 
comply with the Contract.

o If you spray it with an “imi” spray an approved 
BASF product.

o Submit a sample to a BASF-approved laboratory 
for CLEARFIELD-CONFIRM® testing.

o See if the laboratory issues a “PASS” grade on 
your Saved Seed.

o BASF then approves or declines to approve the 
Saved Seed for use or sale.

• You can only sell or use Saved Seed approved by 
BASF. You must report all sales and seeding of BASF-
approved Saved Seed to BASF. If you seed from 
Saved Seed, you must self-report the amount seeded. 
If you sell to another grower or an Authorized Retailer, 
you must report the buyer’s name and address, the 
amount sold, your CLEARFIELD-CONFIRM® test 
number and (for growers only) the contract number on 
the grower’s Contract.

The Patents and the CLEARFIELD® trade-mark are 
intellectual property of BASF. Since the value of 
this property may be diminished or lost if licensed 
growers breach the Contract, BASF has contractual 
rights and powers to make sure you comply with your 
obligations. By signing the Contract, you authorize and 
give BASF the following rights (which BASF would not 
otherwise have):

• To audit and inspect your farm for five years and to: 
(i) access your business records related to production 
and sale of CLEARFIELD® lentils; (ii) access your 
owned, leased and crop-shared land involved in 
CLEARFIELD® lentil production; (iii) take crop 
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samples; (iv) conduct tests to verify your compliance 
with the Contract; and (v) obtain lists of chemicals you 
used during production and harvest of your crop.

• To obtain information from third parties, and you 
agree to give BASF information about your purchase 
and use of CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed, Saved Seed and 
“agrochemical products”; however, BASF agrees not 
to disclose your information (outside its affiliates and 
suppliers) without your written consent.

By signing the Contract, you are also agreeing:

• Not to challenge BASF’s patent rights.

• That BASF can terminate the Contract if you breach 
it. Termination means you cannot grow CLEARFIELD® 
lentils or plant farm-saved seed or sell your lentil 
crop or farm saved seed to anyone other than lentil 
processors for food or feed.

• That BASF has the right to recover damages, legal 
fees and other costs of enforcing the Contract. BASF 
claims $100 liquidated damages per acre planted 
with unauthorized or unlicensed CLEARFIELD® Lentil 
Seed or Saved Seed; but damages are always at the 
discretion of the court.

BASF does not guarantee availability of CLEARFIELD® 
Lentil Seed for 2010. BASF expressly disclaims 
all representations and warranties with respect to 
CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed, including its performance, 
crop quality and yield, and the results of any sampling 
or testing. This means you buy and use CLEARFIELD® 
Lentil Seed on an “as available” and “as is” basis.
 The Contract is the entire agreement on your use 
of CLEARFIELD® Lentil Seed, etc. Neither you nor any 
of these persons can add to, delete from or otherwise 
change the terms of the Contract. Once signed, the 
Contract is a binding agreement; so there is good reason 
to fully understand its terms.

bi
oThis article was written by Neal W. Caldwell of McDougall Gauley LLP, Barristers & Solicitors. McDougall 

Gauley LLP acts as legal counsel to Saskatchewan Pulse Growers and the article was prepared at the 
request of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers; however, the opinions contained in the article are those of the 
author alone. The article provides growers with information of a general nature only and only in respect 
of BASF Canada Inc.’s CLEARFIELD® CommitmentTM for Lentils – 2010 Growing Season. The article is 
not intended as a substitute for professional legal consultation and legal advice in any particular case. 
Do not rely on the article as professional legal advice; seek detailed legal advice before acting on any 
information contained in the article.

Your financial needs are as unique as your business.

For over 175 years, Scotiabank has been supporting agricultural production and agri-business across Canada. Our Agricultural
Banking Specialists deal with the unique needs of the Canadian agricultural sector, and are ready to assist you with financial tools
and resources to help meet your needs today, and into the future.

For further information on any of our services, visit us at

scotiabank.com/agriculturalservices

Your Vision. Your Way.

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia.
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Pulse Canada

by Tracey Thompson 

Give Peas a Chance

If you are looking for an ingredient 
that is not only healthy and 
nutritious, but good for the 
environment too, think pulses. 

That is the message Pulse Canada 
is promoting through a new white 
paper, Give Peas a Chance – The 
Case for More Pulses in the Field 
and on the Plate, written by Chris 
Anstey, a global food supply chain 
consultant based in the United 
Kingdom. Anstey has years of 
experience working for multinational 
companies, including Tesco, one of 
the leading food retailers.

The paper highlights the benefits 
of using pulses as a food ingredient 
that provides health benefits and 
contributes to environmental 
sustainability. 

Consumer demand for healthy 
and environmentally-sustainable 
products is growing and the global 
food industry is looking for solutions. 
Pulses can be part of that solution 
with their combined health and 
environmental benefits. 

Targeted at food retailers and 
manufacturers, Give Peas a Chance 
– The Case for More Pulses in the 
Field and on the Plate offers pulse-
based solutions for manufacturers 
looking for ways to incorporate 
more nutritious ingredients in their 
products and explore the possibility 
of helping to combat chronic health 
concerns such as diabetes, heart 
disease and obesity. Combined with 
the health and nutritional benefits 
of pulses, the paper also highlights 
the environmental advantages of 
pulses in the marketplace as the 

global food industry is looking for 
sustainable solutions. 

 “Food manufacturers and retailers 
are not only looking for healthy and 
nutritious products, they also wants 
to know the environmental story 
of the food they are producing and 
marketing,” says Gordon Bacon, 
CEO of Pulse Canada. “Pulses 
have a great story to tell as they 
offer both sustainability in the field 
and positive nutritional results on 
the plate.”

The health benefits of pulses are 
plentiful. Higher in protein than 
most other crops, pulses are low in 
fat and have a low glycemic index, 
which means their carbohydrates are 
mostly fibre and starch that prevent 
blood sugars from rising quickly after 
eating. Clinical trials have shown 
that pulses are not only beneficial 
nutritionally, but they provide 
excellent health benefits and may 
even help combat chronic health 
concerns such as diabetes, heart 
disease and obesity. 

Healthy People, 
Healthy Planet
Pulses are also an environmentally 
friendly crop. As a member of the 
legume family, they have a symbiotic 
relationship with soil organisms, 
which allows them to make their 
own nitrogen fertilizer from the 
atmosphere. By producing their own 
fertilizer, this reduces the need for 
manufactured nitrogen made from 
fossil fuels. 

Give Peas a Chance – The Case 
for More Pulses in the Field and 

The new pulse white 

paper is a case for more 

pulses in the field and 

on the plate. 

This October, Pulse Canada launched a 
multi-media campaign to promote the 
white paper to the global food industry. 



 PulsePoint Magazine • January 2010 17

bi
o

Tracey Thompson is the Director of Marketing and Communications for Pulse 
Canada. She can be reached at tthompson@pulsecanada.com or 204-925-3785. 

on the Plate highlights the benefits 
of using pulses as healthy, nutritious 
ingredients. It shows how using 
pulses can improve the nutritional 
profile of food products and 
reduce the carbon footprint of the 
food produced.

The white paper also outlines 
the opportunities for using pulses 
in a variety of food applications. 
The goal is really to promote the 
use of pulses as an ingredient and 
identify food companies that have an 
interest in using pulses in commercial 
applications. 

“The white paper will serve as 
somewhat of a teaser to gauge 
interest and then Pulse Canada will 
follow up with individual companies,” 
explains Bacon. “The ultimate goal 
is to build working relationships 
with companies and help them to 
use pulses as ingredients in their 
food products.”

Promoting Pulses as 
an Ingredient
In late October, Pulse Canada 
launched a multi-media campaign 

to promote the white paper to the 
global food industry. Give Peas 
a Chance – The Case for More 
Pulses in the Field and on the Plate 
was featured on several websites 
and e-newsletters geared at food 
retailers and manufacturers, including 
JustFood.com, Food Technology 
magazine, Prepared Foods and 
Food Navigator.com. People were 
encouraged to visit the Pulse Canada 
website at www.pulsecanada.
com/givepeasachance and download 
the white paper. 

Interest in the white paper has 
been very positive. As of mid-
November, more than 300 people 
had downloaded Give Peas a 
Chance – The Case for More Pulses 
in the Field and on the Plate from 
the Pulse Canada website. This 
includes contacts from all over the 
world as far away as Thailand, New 
Zealand and Egypt. The white paper 
appears to have widespread appeal 
with everyone from company CEOs, 
research and development managers, 
marketers, nutritionists, analysts, 
food researchers and professors 

downloading the paper to learn more 
about pulses. 

The campaign has also piqued 
the interest of some major food 
companies, such as General Mills, 
Nestle, Barilla, Sara Lee, Cargill, 
PepsiCo, Danone, Kellogg, Del 
Monte, Roquette, H.J. Heinz 
and Kraft Foods, who have all 
downloaded the white paper and 
have shown an interest in learning 
more about the opportunities to 
use pulses as a sustainable food 
ingredient. Pulse Canada is following 
up with everyone who downloads 
Give Peas a Chance – The Case for 
More Pulses in the Field and on 
the Plate to build contacts and offer 
additional information. 

“The message is very simple,” 
says Bacon. “If more pulses are 
eaten, more will be grown and 
that’s great news for health and for 
the environment.”

To learn more about the potential 
to use pulses as a food ingredient and 
explore new market opportunities, 
visit www.pulsecanada.com/ 
givepeasachance.

Ask about ALPINE’s
EQUIPMENT REBATE PROGRAM!

PULSE CROPS RESPOND TO ALPINE® LIQUID PHOSPHATE

���SEED-PLACED LIQUID ORTHOPHOSPHATES
-  No conversion or dissolving required  -  Immediately available in cold soils

���������������
-  Proven that added K will enhance uptake of Phosphate  -  ALPINE is a complete starter package

�������������������������������������������������
-  Plant-available micros supplied at germination to ensure availability early

�������������
-  Air-drill capacity increased  -  Frees up the air cart for more seed or Nitrogen fertilizer
-  Low use rate @ 3-4 gals/a

��������������������������������������������������������������������

Owen Cairns (Hillcrest Enterprises Ltd.)
���������������������������

“After being in no-till for over 20 years we were seeing no response to phosphate fertilizer.  After being introduced to ALPINE I 
liked the theory so we tried it for the first time in the spring of 2007.  We instantly noticed the quicker crop emergence and had 
substantial yield increases compared to our checks with up to 25% yield increase on yellow peas.  We also like the 
ease of handling the product.”

��������������������������������������������������������������������

LARRY BALION, PAg
EASTERN SASKATCHEWAN
DISTRICT SALES MANAGER

(306) 371-9001

LEO LUTZ
ALBERTA DISTRICT
SALES MANAGER
(403) 393-0312

CHRIS COX
MANITOBA/SOUTHEAST SASKATCHEWAN  

DISTRICT SALES MANAGER
(204) 851-5403

AARON FAHSELT, PAg
SOUTHERN SASKATCHEWAN
DISTRICT SALES MANAGER

(306) 297-7595

BLAKE WEATHERALD
WESTERN SASKATCHEWAN

SALES MANAGER
(306) 441-5779
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Pulse Days 2010 
Tools for Success    January 11 & 12, 2010

PLEASE NOTE: The event will kick off on Monday evening with the 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) and FREE beef on a bun supper at 
5:00 PM at Prairieland Park, Hall B. The Opening Reception and Poster 
Session will follow at 7:00 PM. The Poster Session is a terrific way to 
learn more about the latest pulse research being done in Western Canada. 
Transportation will be provided from the Saskatoon Inn to Prairieland Park 
starting at 2:00 PM. The conference will continue on Tuesday, January 12, 
2010 at 8:00 AM with a great line up of speakers and presentations. 

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG) continues to offer Pulse Days at two 
locations – the Saskatoon Inn Hotel and Conference Centre (where the 
speakers are live) or at Prairieland Park in Hall B (in conjunction with the 
Western Canadian Crop Production Trade Show).

Your Pulse Days pass gives you access to a program featuring qualified 
speakers, networking opportunities, great food and the following benefits:

• Access to the Opening Reception and Poster Session 
• Free shuttle back and forth from the Saskatoon Inn to Prairieland Park 

starting at 2:00 PM on Monday so you can take in the trade show at 
Prairieland Park before the AGM 

• Free admission to the Western Canadian Crop Production Trade Show 
on Monday and Tuesday with your name tag, plus a pass for Wednesday 
or Thursday

• A copy of the conference Proceedings Booklet
• Beef on a bun supper (Monday night), lunch and two refreshment breaks 

with pulse snacks 
• Great door prizes and more!

S
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rs A special THANK YOU to our Platinum Sponsors for making Pulse Days 2010 possible!
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Pulse Days is a great opportunity to network 
with producers, researchers and industry 
representatives. 

REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR!
Cost - $40 CDN. Pay by cash, cheque or credit card. 

Registration is open from 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM on Monday, January 
11, 2010 and 7:30 AM – 4:00 PM on Tuesday, January 12, 
2010 at both locations (Saskatoon Inn and Prairieland Park, 

Hall B). Residents outside of SK - $40 CDN. 

Join us at Pulse Days 2010 to hear key presentations that will be
your Tools for Success. 

The BASF Pulse Promoter of the Year Award 
will be given away over the lunch hour. 
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Agenda      Pulse Days 2010
Monday, January 11, 2010
Prairieland Park, Hall B

• 5:00 PM Beef on a Bun Supper
• 5:30 PM Annual General Meeting
• 7:00 PM Opening Reception and Poster Session        
  Sponsored by Novozymes Biologicals

Tuesday, January 12, 2010
• 7:30 AM Registration Opens
• 8:00 AM Tools for Success
   Sponsored by EMD Crop BioScience

-  The Nutrient Contribution of Pulse Crops to Next Year’s Crops, 
Jeff Schoenau, University of Saskatchewan

- Pulse Production - Management Practices to Maximize Returns, 
Barry Rapp, Crop Production Services Canada

- Welcome to Genomics, Dr. Bert Vandenberg, University of Saskatchewan

• 9:35 AM Understanding Global Markets – KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
   Sponsored by Wigmore Farms

 - Competitiveness in the Global Food Market, Dr. Bruce Scherr, Informa Economics

• 10:45 AM Your Check-off Dollars at Work         
      Sponsored by Lakeside Global Grains Inc.

-  Integrated Approach for Post-Harvest Quality of Red Lentil, Stefan Cenkowski, 
University of Manitoba

- Improving the Value of Peas for Human Consumption Markets, Lasantha Ubayasena, 
University of Saskatchewan

- Utilization of Dehulled Green Lentil in Traditional Indian Foods, Dr. Pushpa, Tamil Nadu 
Agricultural University, India

• 11:55 AM Networking Lunch
    Sponsored by Marina Commodities 

- Featuring a pulse inspired fashion show sponsored by Syngenta 

• 12:45 PM Awards Ceremony Sponsored by BASF

• 1:00 PM Moderated Market Outlook Panels – Chickpea, Pea and Lentil 
    Sponsored by Simpson Seeds Inc. 

- Moderator – Kevin Hursh, Hursh Consulting and Communications

- Each panel is followed by a Q&A period

- Speakers include Chuck Penner – Informa Economics, Colin Young – R Young Seeds, Greg Kostal

 – Kostal Ag Consulting, Brian Clancey – STAT Publishing, Heidi Dutton – Western Grain Trade 

Ltd. and Martin Chidwick – Bissma Pacific Inc

Wednesday, January 13, 2010
Crop Production Week Special Session 

Prairieland Park, Hall B

• 5:30 PM Beef on a bun supper – tickets can be purchased at the door for $14.75 per person.

• 7:00 PM The Politics and Policy Affecting Grain Prices, John Phipps, U.S. Ag Journalist and farmer. 

  There is no admission fee for this session.
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** Check our website for more details and a list of speakers – www.saskpulse.com
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VIPER® delivers new weed-killing power in field peas.

With two modes of action, VIPER sinks its teeth into 

resistant weeds. VIPER. Sharp and sustainable.

Visit your retailer, learn more at agsolutions.ca or call

AgSolutions® by BASF at 1-877-371-BASF (2273).

Peas have a new ally. 
Weeds have a new enemy. 

Always read and follow label directions.

AgSolutions and VIPER are registered trade-marks of BASF. 
© 2009 BASF Canada Inc.

1440_VIPER_AD

QUARRY INTEGRATED INTERNAL

DECEMBER 2/09 PULSE POINT

1440_VIPER_Pulse_Point.indd   1 12/2/09   4:16:58 PM
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Variability in Lentils

This year’s weather 

may be the culprit 

for seed variations. 

in
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by Dr. Bert Vandenberg

Production Management

Lentil production is spread across the Brown, Dark Brown and now parts of the Thin Black soil zones. In 2009, 
we had areas with record drought during the first half of the season, and record wet during the second half. One 
of the questions that came up at harvest was why seed size of lentil varieties does not match the numbers reported 
in the seed guide. The seed guide reports average values, sort of like reporting average weather! The diameter and 
thickness of the seeds of a lentil variety may in fact vary by 15 per cent from the average. 

bi
oDr. Bert Vandenberg is a Plant Breeder at the University of Saskatchewan. He can be 

reached at 306-966-8786 or bert.vandenberg@usask.ca. 
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 The variability within and 
between samples of a specific variety 
reflects variation in environment. 
Late season stem and foliar diseases 
sometimes cause seeds to be 
smaller, especially when the disease 
affects the plumbing system of the 
plants. The cool and moist harvest 
conditions of 2009 promoted 
more sclerotinia in the Moist Dark 
Brown and Thin Black soils zones 
compared to normal. Low areas in 
the field may have had no lentils, 
while upper and mid-slopes had 
much higher yield.
 In 2009, we also had widespread 
stemphylium blight in lentil, caused 
by cool moist conditions in August at 
a time we are normally harvesting. 
This caused sudden leaf drop which 
affects the final filling of the most 
immature seeds. Stemphylium 
occurs in patches in fields – the 
canopy is defoliated early in those 
patches and this can also lead to 
variability in seed dimensions. 
 Alternating moisture conditions 
during the season may also lead to 
variability of seed size. Early drought 
during the seed filling period can 
reduce the number of seeds in a pod 
and the number of pods per node.
Sudden availability of moisture, 
followed by cool temperature may 
cause seeds to expand. Pods that 
form after the rain in cooler 

conditions may contain smaller 
seeds because so many more seeds 
are set. If you look at a lentil canopy 
and slice it into horizontal layers, 
you can pretty much figure out what 
the weather pattern was during the 
part of the growing season from 
flowering to maturity. Very high 
yield potential can also lead to more 
variability because each layer in 
the canopy experiences different 
weather conditions while the seed 
is filling. Other causes are herbicide 
damage, maturity range of a variety, 
or seeding date.
 Seed thickness is also dependant 
on both variety and environment. 
When lentil seeds fill, the diameter is 
established first and later on the final 
layers of starch that are deposited 
in seeds increase the thickness. This 
is why we often find our thinnest 
seeds for a particular variety in the 
driest areas because the starch-
filling process requires soil moisture. 
The biggest diameter seeds seem 
to develop in areas where early 
dry conditions initially cause fewer 
seeds per pod to form – if it then 
rains, these seeds develop relatively 
large diameters. 
 The reality is that almost all 
agronomic and biological factors 
can play a role in the final size and 
shape of a lentil seed. It may only 
become a problem when the market 
is volatile. Most splitters try to find 

product that is most economical 
in their milling system and their 
markets. Turkish type mills size 
lentils by seed thickness to help 
them dehull more easily, whereas 
Indian mills prefer a flatter shape. 
Some dehullers have a vertically 
mounted abrasive cone system 
that can accommodate a range of 
thicknesses. 
 In general, lentil seed thickness 
increases as seed diameter increases, 
but not at the same rate. All lentils 
are lens shaped, but the small-
seeded varieties are plumper relative 
to their diameter. We have noticed 
that older Canadian lentil varieties 
tend to be thinner, but the fact is 
that we seem to lose yield if we 
select too rigorously for plumpness. 
We think this association will break 
down in the future because we are 
systematically introducing variability 
into the breeding program.
 Diameter sizing is an option 
depending on the cost of separation 
by specific screens. Diameter 
variation in varieties in 2009 was 
likely more obvious than usual 
because of the unusual weather 
conditions – drought followed by 
rainy cool conditions, resulting in 
late harvest. High yield tends to 
exaggerate variability. Like many 
aspects of crop production, in the 
end, it is mostly about the weather! 
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Australian Harvest Under Way

While the prospects for pulses this season looked very promising with 
excellent early autumn to early spring rains, several incidences towards 
the end of the crop cycle have caused some downgrading of earlier crop 
production forecasts, particularly for the lentils and chickpeas in the south-
eastern region. 

Market Muse
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by Jan-Bert Brouwer

Some downgrading of 

the Australian pulse 

crop has occurred due 

to warm weather.

Seasonal factors
Crop conditions have generally been 
good across Australia after an early 
break to the season occurred in most 
regions. In the northern region of 
Queensland and northern New South 
Wales, the period of sowing stretched 
widely as some growers were able to 
take advantage of early rains, while 
others were delayed by continuous 
rain events. As a consequence, time 
of sowing has had a pronounced 
effect on yields in that region. Early-
sown chickpea crops fared best. 
Late sown crops suffered from poor 
rooting depth and from a cold period 
at the start of flowering that caused 
flower abortion. However, the better 
crops seemed to be able to cope with 
the distinct lack of rain during the 
later part of the season. 
 For Western Australia’s northern 
districts, above average rainfall 
was recorded in September and 
a dry but mild October month 
further assisted crops in achieving 
reasonable yields. Extensive spraying 
for native bud worm (heliothis or 
Helicoverpa) proved to be necessary 
here. In the southern districts of 
Western Australia, a very late start 
to the season followed by a dry 
October reduced yield potential to 
below average. 
 The situation in Victoria and 

South Australia appeared initially very 
rosy compared to previous years. 
Protection against foliar diseases 
was necessary in much of these two 
states because of the frequency of 
rainfall events, the higher than usual 
temperatures, and the early canopy 
closure of bulky crops. This scenario 
changed when ‘sudden death’ 
appeared in chickpeas crops in some 
areas. This problem involved virus 
diseases introduced by large aphid 
numbers, but also root rots due to 
very wet soil conditions in late winter. 
While healthy chickpea crops have 
continued to pod on well, two weeks 
of exceptionally high temperatures in 
November has hit lentils crops hard 
in later maturing districts such as the 
Wimmera in Victoria and Mid-North 
of South Australia. 
 The effect of the heat wave on the 
yields of faba beans and dry peas is 
unclear at this stage, but their earlier 
maturity in most southern regions 
may have assisted them in escaping 
the majority of the damage.

Lentils
The high prices being paid for last 
season’s crop has been an attraction 
causing the lentil area to increase 
slightly compared to last season. 
The early onset of autumn rains 
also provided an opportunity to 

Harvest is underway in Australia and crops 
were looking good until a recent stretch of 
warm weather.
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Australian Harvest Under Way
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Horsham, Victoria, Australia. 

plant earlier this year, an additional 
factor contributing to the expansion 
in area. As a result of the early 
sowing time across most of the lentil 
production region (particularly in 
South Australia), and the favourable 
conditions during winter and early 
spring yield, expectations were very 
high. Harvests of 2.5 to 3.5 tonnes 
(t)/hectare (ha) were being predicted 
despite a significant disease risk from 
excessive growth.  
 That forecast was greatly 
downgraded following a two-week 
period in November when maximum 
temperatures reached 35 to 40 oC. 
This extreme and prolonged heat 
wave severely affected lentil crops 
that were at late podding and pre-
ripening stage. As a consequence, 
yield losses of 20 to 50 per cent 
have been reported. Many growers 
in the later maturing districts of 
Victoria and South Australia are now 
looking at yields of only 0.7 to 0.8  
t/ha. In addition, the heat has caused 
the ripening grain to shrivel and 
kernels to remain green rather than 
turning to the desirable red colour, 
creating uncertainty and serious 
problems for both growers and 
marketers. South Australia’s York 
Peninsula remained relatively free 
from such problems and crops there 

continued to a high yield level of 3 to 
4 t/ha without quality concerns. 
 The total Australian lentil harvest 
for 2009 is now likely to finish at 
around 100,000 t from an estimated 
area of 104,000 ha.

Chickpeas
The irrigated and dryland cropping 
areas of Central Queensland were 
smaller and have delivered lower 
yields than last year. The majority of 
crops in southern Queensland and 
northern New South Wales were 
planted timely and produced average 
to slightly higher than average yields. 
The remainder of the crop in that 
area suffered from factors associated 
with late planting and lack of in-crop 
rains. A cold snap in September 
meant that effective pod set was 
delayed, the flowering period was 
shorter and ‘ghost pods’ developed. 
 Production in the northern region 
(Queensland and northern New 
South Wales) and in southern New 
South Wales is still very much based 
on desi types, while kabuli’s tend 
to dominate the southern cropping 
areas of Victoria and South Australia. 
The kabuli’s suffered most from 
the mysterious disease or ‘sudden 
death’ syndrome in Victoria. The 
likely causes of this disease complex 
have been identified as being a high 
incidence of virus infection because 
of the large number of aphids 
observed this spring due to the 
humid weather, and the occurrence 
of root rots induced by excessive 
soil moisture in late winter/early 
spring. Ascochyta blight was also an 
issue this year in the kabuli’s, where 
control was not always successful.
 While renewed interest in desi 
varieties in southern Australia is 
driven by local splitter demands 
and the release of new varieties 
resistant to ascochyta blight, the 

disease problems encountered with 
the kabuli chickpeas this season may 
adversely affect continued interest in 
that chickpea type next year.
 The production forecast for the 
2009 Australian chickpea crop 
year is for 412,000 t of desi’s and 
43,000 t of small kabuli types. 

Dry peas
Dry pea production was 
comparatively free of major 
problems during the 2009 season 
that offered a vast improvement over 
the drought conditions of the last few 
years. Planting was earlier than in 
the previous dry years. Good winter 
and spring rainfall created disease 
pressure from ascochyta blight 
and some frost and hail damage 
was reported in the south-eastern 
region. Hot and windy conditions 
in mid September caused some 
crops to shut down too early. The 
severe weather conditions have 
caused some quality issues with 
peas in South Australia. Most of 
the Western Australian pea crop is 
sown to the field pea variety Kaspa 
in the southern Esperance region 
where a very late start restricted the 
area sown and the yield potential of 
the crop.
 In general, average yields are 
being reported. The forecast for the 
2009 Australian dry pea harvest is 
for 355,000 t, with South Australia 
contributing more than half of the 
total tonnage (183,000 t). Most 
of the remainder will be coming 
from Victoria (70,000 t), Western 
Australia (65,000 t) and southern 
New South Wales (32,000 t). 

Acknowledgement:
Source of  information: Pulse Australia’s 
Australian Pulse Crop Forecast, 
November 5th, 2009.Harvest is underway in Australia and crops 

were looking good until a recent stretch of 
warm weather.
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Crop Development Centre

by Bert Vandenberg, Bunyamin Tar’an, Kirstin Bett and Tom Warkentin

Welcome to Genomics 
Pulse production in Canada, mostly 
Saskatchewan, has increased more 
than 400 per cent over the past 
15 years. The pulse industry is the 
fastest growing crop sector in the 
country. Canada is now the world’s 
leading producer and exporter 
of peas and lentils, and a major 
producer of chickpeas and common 
beans. Saskatchewan farmers 
planted almost 5.5 million acres 
of pulses in 2009, worth well over 
$1.2 billion in export value. The 
rapid expansion of the pulse crop 
acreage, combined with shortened 
rotations requires crops to have a 
wider range of adaptation while 
increasing yield, expanding the 
range of products, and increasing 
the range of product quality. That 
is a tall order. These trends also 
increase the potential disease 
pressures from foliar and soil borne 
pathogens in all pulses posing a 
real threat to the sustainability of 
crop production. New approaches 
to genetic improvement are needed 
and they have to be linked to our 
highly successful conventional 
breeding practices. 
 Over the past 100 years or so, 
as we began to understand what 
genes were, we became experts at 
handling the obvious ones that are 
responsible for traits that we can 
see. An example of this is cotyledon 
colour – we know that depending on 
which form of a single gene is active, 
we get either a red or a yellow 
cotyledon lentil. When biochemists 
more recently discovered that DNA 
molecules contained the codes that 
determined which pigment caused 

Genomics is 

like a biological 

GPS for pulse 

breeders.

Genomics will help produce better 
varieties at a reasonable cost. 
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red or yellow cotyledons to be 
produced in the lentil, we entered a 
deeper understanding. This process 
has not stopped. Computerized 
biochemical analysis allows us to 
determine the entire sequence of the 
genetic code of entire organisms. 
 We have gotten better and better 
at breaking down the DNA and 
finding out where approximately 
30,000 genes might be in the DNA 
of a plant cell. It gets even more 
complicated when you realize many 
of the genes may or may not be 
active at any given time, or that 
they interact with each other, or that 
they are activated in response to 
activation of other genes. This makes 
for an incredibly complex genetic 
environment for plant breeders 
whose basic job is to put it all back 
together in an improved variety.  
 Using pulse crops as examples of 
very minor crops on a global scale, it 
was very obvious until very recently 
that there was no way we could 
afford to operate breeding programs 
at the level of DNA analysis. But 
things change, and the cost of 
technology declines over time. Pulse 
breeding programs are getting ready 
to engage in genomic technologies. 
We do this by working with 
molecular biologists, geneticists and 
bioinformatics specialists. Our simple 
goal is to be able to understand how 
to track enough genes when we 
make crosses to be able to increase 
the rate at which we produce better 
varieties at a reasonable cost. We like 
to think of it as biological GPS or 
“Gene Positioning System.”
 Biological GPS works like this. 
If we were totally colour blind, we 
would not be able to select for red or 
yellow cotyledon lentils. If we knew 
there was a short DNA sequence that 
was close to or perhaps even part of 
the gene code that determined red or 
yellow cotyledon, we would be able 
to select for it. If we can sort out the 
little bits of DNA quickly and cheaply 

so we know which plants to select, 
then we could do this simultaneously 
for a group of important genes 
(think disease resistance, seed coat 
colour, and perhaps iron content 
of the seed). We could do a much 
better job of putting the right gene 
combinations back together to build 
improvements into our varieties. 
 These little bits of DNA are what 
we call molecular markers, the core 
concept of biological GPS. Just like 
other technologies that go obsolete, 
we have had several generations 
of molecular markers that are no 
longer used because they were not 
cheap or reliable enough. It is sort 
of like satellite positioning replacing 
the compass. However, there seems 
to be emerging consensus that the 
marker we call Single Nucleotide 
Polymorphisms or SNPs are the GPS 
markers of choice for the pulse crops 
we study. SNPs which exist in large 
numbers are like single letter spelling 
mistakes in the genetic code of two 
varieties that you want to compare 
– once the mistake is there, it keeps 
reproducing itself so you can keep 
finding it. 
 The field is moving quickly, and 
we are working with collaborators 
in Saskatoon, across Canada and 
around the world to develop this 
system for pulse crop breeding. 
This technology has finally become 
affordable for small crops – we think 
we have saved a lot of time and 
money by not jumping in too soon!
 To make it all work effectively, 
we need appropriate plant resources 
and technological resources such 
as sequencing, computerized 
biology, genotyping equipment and 
expertise from institutions like the 
National Research Council/Plant 
Biotechnology Institute (NRC/PBI) 
right here in Saskatoon. This is a 
great fit for the Crop Development 
Centre and also for Saskatchewan 
Pulse Growers (SPG) who have the 
rights to commercialize the practical 

outputs from all of this as new pulse 
varieties. Together, we hope to move 
forward on a focused project that will 
test the GPS system for pulse crops. 
 The outputs of the proposed 
project will allow greater precision 
in evaluating breeding lines and 
facilitate rapid development of 
improved pulse varieties to benefit 
growers and consumers at large by 
decreasing production costs and 
reducing risks, improving processing 
quality and enhancing crop value. 
The overall objective and goals of the 
proposed research is strongly aligned 
with the goals of SPG’s research 
and development strategy. We do 
not think we are going to lose focus; 
we are just going to be able to do 
more. Not much different than taking 
advantage of the GPS system on 
your farm equipment to help you get 
more done in a day.

Genomic Terms: 

phenotype – what you see

genotype – what is 
controlling what you see (gene 
combinations)

genomic technologies 
– techniques that allow us to 
better understand what is going 
on at the DNA level (genotype) 
rather than guessing based 
on what we see in the field 
(phenotype).

bioinformatics - 
computerized biology; 
techniques in computer 
programming that allow us 
to store and manipulate vast 
amounts of biological data.

molecular markers – little 
bits of DNA that tell us what 
gene(s) are nearby. Kind of like 
mileage markers on the side of 
the road.
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Pulse Varieties

by Dr. Bert Vandenberg, Dr. Tom Warkentin  and Dr. Bunyamin Tar’an

Coming Down the Pipeline 

LENTILS
Market Class: RED LENTILS

In the Market
According to information supplied 
by Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation, we estimate that red 
lentils were about 53 per cent of 
the 2009 crop, or approximately 
1.2 million acres. CDC Impact CL 
occupied about 30 per cent of those 
red lentil acres, followed by CDC 
Rouleau at about 20 per cent, CDC 
Redberry and CDC Imperial CL at 
about 12 to 13 per cent each, CDC 
Blaze at nine per cent and CDC 
Impala CL and CDC Maxim CL at 
about five per cent each. One of the 
mysteries to me is that there were 
still about 11,000 acres of Crimson 
– I guess bad habits die hard in some 
cases! 
 It looks like 40 per cent of the 
area is planted to Clearfield® lentils, 
and varieties like CDC Maxim CL, 

which performed very well across 
much of Saskatchewan in 2009 will 
expand considerably in the future. 
Even though it seems like we just 
started growing red lentils, the 
original three varieties, Crimson, 
CDC Blaze and CDC Robin are 
now less than 15 per cent of the 
production area combined. 

Looking Ahead
Our trial data, first from the 
registration trials, and followed by 
regional trials, are really our only 
tools for estimating what will happen 
in coming years. We are breeding 
both conventional and Clearfield 
types. We see another wave of 
variety replacements coming for red 
lentils for both agronomic systems, 
judging by our results from the past 
three years.
  In 2010, we will start to see 
limited amounts of red lentil varieties 
like CDC Redbow (extra small red), 
CDC Rosebud (extra small red) and 
CDC Redcoat (small red). So far, 

Several new pulse 

varieties will be 

available for commercial 

growers this spring.

The following report highlights the newest varieties developed by the Crop Development Centre (CDC) at the 
University of Saskatchewan. These varieties will be available for commercial growers this spring and have been 
funded through a unique agreement between the CDC and Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG).

Red Lentils Green Lentils

CDC Rosebud CDC Redcoat CDC Redbow CDC Impower CL CDC Imvincible CL CDC Imigreen CL
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they are out yielding CDC Redberry 
and CDC Rouleau by more than 
10 per cent, which means that they 
out yield CDC Impact CL and CDC 
Blaze by more than 25 per cent. 
Keep in mind that right now, every 
one per cent gain in yield for the 
red lentil crop adds 4 to 5 million 
dollars to the Saskatchewan farm 
gate. Serious red lentil growers 
should consider switching as soon as 
possible to a variety that is adapted 
in their area. There is very little 
downside risk. 
 Looking in the future, we see 
good red lentil yield potential based 
on our 2008 and 2009 data. There 
are excellent lodging tolerance 
and disease resistance profiles that 
are contributing to consistently, 
high yields, even at the sites where 
we had intense disease pressure 
from a combination of ascochyta, 
anthracnose, botrytis, sclerotinia and 
stemphylium blight (Saskatoon and 
Rosthern). Within a couple of years, 
we may also see high yielding extra 
small reds with excellent disease 
resistance and seeds that are smaller 
than those of CDC Robin. We will 
continue to diversify the product 
base for red lentils, including large 
reds which look promising as a new 
segment for the industry

Market Class: GREEN LENTILS

In The Market
For small greens, CDC Viceroy 
occupies almost 60 per cent of the 
small and medium green lentils acres 
(about 200,000 acres in total for 
both market classes). Eston, CDC 
Milestone and CDC Richlea have 
about 10 per cent each and the 
remaining 10 per cent are a mixture 
of everything else. 
 About 36 per cent of 
Saskatchewan lentil acres were 
sown to large greens in 2009. CDC 
Plato was about 40 per cent, CDC 
Sovereign about 20 per cent, and 
roughly 10 per cent each for CDC 
Grandora, CDC Improve CL and 
Laird. Can you imagine what would 
have happened in 2009 if everyone 

was still growing Laird? We may not 
have had much of a crop.

Looking Ahead
A number of Clearfield green lentils 
are at the multiplication phase 
– CDC Imvincible CL (small green), 
CDC Imigreen CL (medium – 
excellent colour) and CDC Impower 
CL (large green with better colour 
than CDC Improve) will become 
available in the next year or two. 
 We are confident that 
improvements in yield, quality and 
disease resistance for green lentils 
are coming along nicely based on 
the numbers and ratings we have 
seen in the past two years. We are 
aggressively multiplying seed. The 
opening of the Indian market for 
dehulled large and medium green 
lentils will allow us to increase yield 
without having to worry as much 
about green seed coat colour. 

A Note of Caution – The 
Return of the Fungus Breeders 
In 2009, we noticed that some lentil 
growers were intent on developing 
a sequel to the 1990s lentil horror 
movie that was known as “The 
Fungus Breeders.” It is the same 
plot as before – growing lentils on 
lentil stubble unleashes the dreaded 
ascochyta monster and impoverishes 
a generation of lentil growers. This 
has the potential to undo all the 
breeding efforts of the past 15 years. 
Do not even think for one second 
that ascochyta has gone away. We 
continue to grow susceptible checks 
in our breeding nurseries. In 2007, 
2008, and 2009 we observed yield 
reductions of up to 50 per cent for 
susceptible varieties like Eston, Laird 
and Pardina – and the seed that 
was harvested had at least 50 per 
cent stain. We have already heard 
that yield monitor data in 2009 on 
commercial combines indicated that 
where this rotation was tried, yield 
was reduced by as much as 50 per 
cent. Potentially, there are up to 
10,000 fungus breeders out there 
in Saskatchewan – lousy odds for a 
plant breeding program trying to stay 

on top of ascochtya. Continuing this 
practice will simply help the fungus 
overcome the resistance genes, 
and guarantee the spread of other 
diseases that can seriously damage 
the lentil industry. 

PEAS 
The goal of pea breeding is to 
develop varieties with improved 
performance in the field and 
improved quality for key markets.  
 In recent years, the demand for 
peas in food markets has increased 
substantially so quality for these 
markets is critical. Field pea quality 
has many dimensions. The most 
obvious is the visual quality of 
the seed samples. We have made 
substantial progress in selecting 
varieties which have round seed 
shape, smooth seed surface, yellow 
peas with bright colour, and green 
peas which retain their colour at 
maturity and during storage. These 
characteristics are valued in food 
markets. The feed market is a good 
backup in years of excess supply, 
but food markets provide premium 
prices for peas. 
 India is currently the largest 
market for Canadian field peas. 
A recent article in The Economic 
Times, an Indian business newspaper 
describes the positive attitude of the 
Indian market to Canadian field peas 
which were described as “affordable, 
plentiful and nutritious.”
 In addition to improving the visual 
quality of peas, expanded research 
is underway to improve nutritional 
value. We already know that peas 
and other pulses are rich in vegetable 
protein and complex carbohydrates, 
but now we want to further define 
pulses in terms of their micronutrient 
properties, including iron, zinc, 
selenium, folate and carotenoids. 
Boosting the levels and availability of 
these nutrients will further enhance 
the benefits of Canadian pulses in 
international whole food diets. 
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Market Class: YELLOW PEAS

In the Market
CDC Golden was by far the most 
widely grown field pea variety in 
Saskatchewan in 2008 and 2009, 
based on data from Saskatchewan 
Crop Insurance Corporation. It has 
been popular with growers due to 
its consistently high yield, powdery 
mildew resistance, lodging resistance 
and smooth, round, durable seeds. 
Area of production of CDC Meadow 
increased ten-fold in 2009. Breeder 
seed of CDC Meadow was first 
released from the CDC program 
in 2006. It displayed good yield 
and good lodging and powdery 
mildew resistance in the Co-op and 
provincial regional trials. In addition, 
CDC Meadow is about three days 
earlier maturing than most of the 
other CDC varieties, which results 
in earlier and more flexible harvest 
timing. Area of production of CDC 
Meadow is expected to continue to 
increase in 2010. 
 CDC Bronco also has good 
yield, powdery mildew resistance, 
lodging resistance and well branched 
growth habit. Improved branching 
may allow for somewhat reduced 
seeding rates. 
 Cutlass has good yield, good 
lodging and powdery mildew 
resistance. It was developed through 
collaboration between the CDC and 
Alberta Agriculture. Cutlass is the 
yield check variety in the pea Co-op 
test, as well as in all three provincial 
regional variety trials. 
 CDC Mozart, CDC Handel, 
and CDC Minuet have been in 
the marketplace for several years. 
All have been strong performers 

in terms of yield, powdery 
mildew resistance, maturity, and 
seed quality. 

New Varieties
Breeder seed of CDC Centennial 
(named in honour of the University 
of Saskatchewan’s 100th 
anniversary) was released in 2007. 
It was a top yielder in the Co-op and 
regional trials. CDC Centennial has 
a large seed size, which is preferred 
in some markets. Certified seed of 
CDC Centennial should become 
available in 2010.
 Breeder seed of CDC Treasure 
was released for the first time in 
2009. During the Co-op trials it 
improved yield at 108 per cent, 
compared to the mean of the yellow 
pea checks (Cutlass and Eclipse). 
It matured two days earlier than 
Cutlass and four days earlier than 
Eclipse. CDC Treasure had good 
lodging resistance, round seed 
shape, powdery mildew resistance 
and better Fusarium wilt resistance 
than Cutlass and Eclipse. In the 
2008 and 2009 Saskatchewan 
regional trials, it was one of the 
earliest maturing varieties and had 
one of the best lodging resistance 
scores in the trial. 

Looking Ahead
CDC1749-8 has improved yield 
compared to Cutlass with good 
lodging resistance and medium 
maturity. It is about 10 cm 
taller than Cutlass which will 
provide an advantage in terms 
of competitiveness with weeds. 
CDC Meadow and CDC Treasure 
are early maturing with the best 
performance in the northern 

portions of the pea production 
region and CDC 1749-8 may 
show an advantage in the southern 
regions. We plan to release breeder 
seed of CDC 1749-8 in spring 
2010. 

Market Class: GREEN PEAS

In the Market
CDC Striker was by far the most 
widely grown green pea variety in 
Saskatchewan in 2008 and 2009, 
based on data from Saskatchewan 
Crop Insurance Corporation. It 
has been popular with growers 
due to its consistently high yield, 
lodging resistance, and smooth, 
round, durable seeds that have 
excellent bleaching resistance 
and are preferred in the market. 
Based on Lasantha Ubayasena’s 
PhD research, CDC Striker seeds 
are slow to bleach, even when 
exposed to high intensity light for an 
extended period of time.
 CDC Sage was the second most 
widely grown green pea variety in 
Saskatchewan in 2009. It was the 
first green pea variety in Western 
Canada to combine powdery mildew 
resistance, good lodging resistance, 
good seed bleaching resistance and 
medium-small seed size, which is 
desired in the marketplace. 
 CDC Montero has been a 
strong performer in terms of yield, 
ascochyta blight resistance, maturity, 
and seed quality. 

New Varieties
Breeder seed of CDC Patrick was 
first released in 2008. Similar to 
CDC Sage, it has powdery mildew 
resistance, good lodging resistance, 

Yellow Peas Green Peas

CDC 1749-8 CDC Cenntennial CDC Treasure CDC 1812-5 CDC 1996-216
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good seed bleaching resistance 
and medium-small seed size, and 
has been a stronger yielder than 
CDC Sage. 

Looking Ahead
CDC 1812-5 is an Espace type 
variety with somewhat blocky seed 
shape. This type has specific demand 
in China for snack food markets. 
 CDC 1996-216 is a green pea 
variety with small, round seeds 
and good bleaching resistance and 
intense green colour. It should fit 
well into rehydration and canning 
markets. We expect to release both 
of these varieties in spring 2010. 

Speciality Market Class

In the Market
CDC Acer maple pea has good 
yield, powdery mildew resistance and 
fair lodging resistance. It has small 
seed size which is desirable in bird 
seed markets. 
 CDC Sonata is a forage pea 
variety with high biomass yield, 
powdery mildew resistance, fair 
lodging resistance and normal leaf 
type. It produces a large biomass, 
which has good nutritional value for 
ruminant animals. 
 CDC Tucker is a forage pea 
variety with high biomass yield, 
powdery mildew resistance, 
good lodging resistance and is a 
semileafless type. It produces a 
slightly larger biomass than CDC 
Sonata, but both of have good 
nutritional value for ruminant 
animals. It also has a smaller seed 
size than CDC Sonata, reducing 
planting costs.

New Varieties
CDC Rocket is a new maple pea 
variety with good yield, powdery 
mildew resistance and fair lodging 
resistance. It is earlier maturing 
than CDC Acer, with somewhat 
larger seed size and lighter seed coat 
colour. Certified seed of CDC Rocket 
should be available in 2010. 
 CDC Leroy is a second forage 
pea variety which was released for 
the first time in 2008. It has similar 
characteristics to CDC Tucker, 
however CDC Leroy produces 
somewhat greater seed yield and has 
slightly smaller seed size.
 CDC Tucker and CDC Leroy 
have shown similar to five per cent 
increased biomass yield compared 
to 40-10 with the benefits of much 
better lodging resistance, substantially 
higher grain yield, white flowers 
and non-pigmented seed coats. This 
means less of a problem if mixed 
with other yellow peas with similar or 
somewhat better forage quality.

Looking Ahead
A new maple pea CDC 1816-4 will 
be released in spring 2010. It has 
similar seed type to CDC Acer, but 
with improved yield and lodging 
resistance. It has somewhat later 
maturity, similar to CDC Acer. 
 A new forage pea CDC 1681-11 
will be released in spring 2010. It has 
similar characteristics to CDC Tucker 
and CDC Leroy, with the advantage 
of about eight per cent more biomass 
production on average. 
 A new dun type (tan, non-
patterned seed coat) pea variety 
CDC 2098-20 will be released in 
spring 2010. On average it has 

yielded four per cent more than 
Cutlass yellow pea with good 
agronomic traits. The dun type 
would typically be dehulled and sold 
in food markets in India. 

CHICKPEAS 
In The Market:
In 2010, limited supply of CDC Luna 
and CDC Vanguard will be available. 
CDC Luna is medium-large seeded 
(9-10 mm diameter) kabuli variety 
with good yield and fair resistance 
to ascochyta blight. It is slightly 
earlier maturing than CDC Frontier. 
CDC Vanguard is a high yielding 
desi variety with fair resistance to 
ascochyta blight. CDC Vanguard is 
classified as having medium maturity 
and has a tan seed coat colour with 
plump seed shape. Seed size of CDC 
Vanguard is in the range of 200 
– 220 grams per 1,000 seeds. Initial 
fungicide application is needed for 
both CDC Luna and CDC Vanguard 
at the seedling to pre-flowering stage 
to limit early spore development 
and spread.
 In 2010, we will be at the seed 
increase for CDC Corinne, a desi 
variety with fair ascochyta blight 
resistance and consistently high 
yielding in both Brown and Dark 
Brown soil zones. The seed weight of 
CDC Corinne is in the range of 225-
250 grams per 1,000 seeds. The 
seed shape is angular to plump with 
a tan seed coat colour at harvest. It 
is rated as a medium to late maturing 
variety. It has a fern leaf type and 
average plant height is 42 cm. 

Speciality Peas

CDC 1681-11CDC 1816-4 CDC 2098-20CDC Rocket
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bi
oDr. Bert Vandenberg, Dr. Tom Warkentin, and Dr. 

Bunyamin Tar’an are pulse crop Plant Breeders 
with the Crop Development Centre at the University 
of Saskatchewan. For more information on their 
research, please visit: www.pulse.usask.ca. 

Looking Ahead:
Two kabuli varieties (CDC 491-5 
and CDC CP71) will be released 
to Select status seed growers in 
2010. CDC 491-5 is a high yielding 
large seeded kabuli type. This 
variety is developed from a joint 
selection between the University 
of Saskatchewan and the Food 
and Bio-Industrial Crops Research 
of Alberta Agriculture and Rural 
Development. The seeds of CDC 
491-5 are beige/cream colour with 
a seed size ranging from 420- 440 
grams per 1,000 seeds (10 mm 
diameter), making it larger than 
CDC Luna. The variety has fair 
resistance to ascochyta blight. 
Average plant height is around 
45 cm. CDC 491-5 has a good 
adaptation in both Brown and Dark 
Brown soil zones; however, it has 
relatively late maturity, similar to 
CDC Frontier. It is recommended 
that CDC 491-5 be planted on 
stubble, especially during a wet year 
to avoid heavy clay soil that retains 
moisture. Producers should also 
avoid lower lying or poorly drained 
fields when planting this variety.
 Breeder seed of CDC CP71 will 
be available for select seed growers 
in 2010. CDC CP71 matures a few 
days earlier than the check variety 
Amit (B-90). It is a medium to large 
(9 mm) kabuli type variety with a 

seed size of 370 grams per 1,000 
seeds, similar to CDC Luna and 
slightly larger than CDC Frontier. 
The seed coat colour is beige/
cream, also similar to CDC Luna. 
CDC CP71 has high yield potential 
in both Brown and Dark Brown soil 
zones. CDC CP71 has a fair rating 
to ascochyta blight, similar to CDC 
Luna. Its average ascochyta blight 
score is 5.5 on a 0-9 scale (0 = no 
symptom and 9 = plants are heavily 
blighted). Growers are required to 
monitor their fields diligently for 
disease and spray if necessary. As 
with other varieties, initial fungicide 
application is needed at the seedling 
to pre-flowering 
stage to limit early 
spore development 
and spread. 
 Breeder seed of 
a new desi variety 
CDC CP55 will be 
available to select 
seed growers in 
2010. CDC CP55 
has high yield 
potential in both the 
Brown and the Dark 
Brown soil zones. It 
has fair resistance to 
ascochyta blight. The 
average seed weight 
of CDC CP55 is 250 
grams per 1,000 

seeds, larger than CDC Vanguard, 
but slightly smaller than CDC Cabri. 
It has an angular to plump seed 
shape, with a tan seed coat colour 
at harvest. It has a slight spreading 
growth habit. 
 CDC CP73 is a high yielding 
desi variety with fair resistance to 
ascochyta blight that will also be 
released in 2010. It is classified as 
having medium maturity. It has a tan 
seed coat colour with plump seed 
shape. The average seed weight is 
220 grams per 1,000 seeds. These 
plants have fern type leaves and 
slightly spreading growth habit.

Chickpeas

Desi - CDC CP55Kabuli - CDC CP71Kabuli - CDC 491-5
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Research & Development
• SPG staff traveled to Australia to meet with Pulse 

Breeding Australia to look at potential research 
collaboration opportunities. 

• SPG is working with other provincial pulse 
organizations to apply for research funding under 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Growing Forward 
Program of the Agri-Science Cluster. SPG is leading 
Cropportunity teams for pea, lentil and chickpea 
and is participating on the faba bean team. Research 
priorities was determined and a request for research 
proposals were sent out. Twenty-six proposals were 
received and will be reviewed by the Cropportunity 
teams and undergo a technical peer-review. 

Variety Release Program
• SPG attended the National Workshop on Seed 

Program Modernization held by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency in Ottawa on October 27th. 
The conference gave industry a chance to express 
concerns over the variety registration. 

Communications
• SPG held a Reception at the Legislature Building 

in Regina in November to showcase the success 
of the pulse industry to over 40 of Saskatchewan’s 
government representatives. 

• SPG sent representatives to the ANUGA food show 
in Cologne, Germany to learn about new food trends 
and to determine where pulses fit in with these trends. 

• Ballots were sent out to all registered pulse producers 
for the 2010 Board of Directors election. The election 
results will be announced in late December. 

• The recipients of the new SPG undergraduate 
scholarships were announced and awarded funding. 
Please see page 34 for the names of the recipients.

Policy
• SPG Staff attended the Saskatchewan Trade 

and Export Partnership (STEP) AGM on 
September 23, 2009.

by Amanda Olekson and Ron Mantyka 

Working for You 

Lifecycle and Socio-economic Analysis of 
Pulse Crop Production and Pulse Grain Use in 
Western Canada 
The objectives of this project, led by Monique Wismer, 
and Mark Johnston with the Saskatchewan Research 
Council and consultant Dr. Suren Kulshreshtha, to 
determine if the inclusion of pulse crops in cereal-rich 
rotations will reduce the environmental impacts of pulse 
crop production and pulse grain end-use. The research 
is focused on two primary objectives: to assess the 
environmental impact of pulse crop production in crop 
rotation and subsequent pulse grain use as animal feed, 
for human consumption and for ethanol production 
in Western Canada. The other objective is to assess 
the socio-economic impacts of pulse crop production 
in Western Canada. A simulation model has been 
developed that will perform an economic analysis of a 
four-year rotation. Additional work is required to ensure 
accurate cost of production and yield values for a cereal-
pulse rotation. These will be modified as better data 
becomes available. 

Characterization of the Flavour Properties 
of Selected Pea Varieties Grown in 
Saskatchewan 
This project, led by Dr. Joyce Boye, Food Research and 
Development Centre for AAFC, Dr. Linda Malcolmson, 
Canadian International Grains Institute and Dr. Tom 
Warkentin at the Crop Development Centre, is looking 
to characterize the flavour profiles of selected pea 
varieties (green, yellow, dun and marrowfat) grown 
in Saskatchewan. They are trying to determine the 
impact of primary processing (whole and split) and 
secondary processing techniques (heating) on flavour 
development and stability. The researchers are studying 
the interactions between the different pulse components 
(proteins, lipids and starches) to determine the impact 
on the flavour of the pea flours. This study is also 
looking at the impact of storage conditions (time, 
temperature, humidity) on the flavour profile of pea 
seeds and flours.

Your Check-off Dollars at Work
Below are highlights from SPG funded research projects that are currently being conducted or have recently been completed. For 

more information about SPG funded research projects, please contact Kofi Agblor, Director of Research at kagblor@saskpulse.com or 
306-651-0859 or Ron Mantyka, Research Project Manager at rmantyka@saskpulse.com or 306-668-0591. 

SPG Updates 

*Visit the SPG website at www.saskpulse.com for news 
and updates listed on our homepage weekly.
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the appropriate box below and fax the proof
back to us at (306) 244-5679.
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� Submit new proof

Signature

Roy Legumex now in Regina: 
306-586-8955

• Yellow and Green Peas
• Lentils (all types)
• Chickpeas (all types)
• Beans (all types)
• Canaryseed
• Sunflowers
• Flax
• Millet

Buyers and Processors of:

www.legumex.com
250 Caron Street (Box 40), St. Jean, MB  R0G 2B0

1-800-785-7857 (toll free)

Since 1948 

Green and Yellow Peas • Canaryseed 
Lentils • Chickpeas • Mustard

1-800-898-1122
 Assiniboia (306) 642-5920

E-mail: assiniboia@finora.com

 Wilkie (306) 843-2507
E-mail: wilkie@finora.com

“The Special Crops Company”

Finora Offers:
• Prompt delivery opportunities
• Timely payment
• Great customer service

Finora is CGC licensed and bonded.

RESOLUTIONS

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers
 has issued a

Call for Resolutions
for its

Annual General Meeting

Resolutions must be received by
Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 4:00 PM.

Resolutions should be mailed to:

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers:
104 – 411 Downey Road,

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 4L8
or faxed to: (306) 668-5557

or emailed to: pulse@saskpulse.com

Resolutions must clearly note the person who 
is proposing them. A seconder will be called 
for at the Annual General Meeting. Robert’s 
Rules of Order will apply.

The meeting will be held on
Monday, January 11, 2010

at 5:30 PM, Prairieland Park, Hall B

Free Beef on a Bun supper 
will be served at 5:00PM
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Student researcher Christine Bennett 
is passionate about pulses and their 
many health benefits. 
 “I wanted to research this 
area because of the potential to 
change the health of the Canadian 
population in the future,” she says. 
 Bennett was part of the research 
team for the Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG) funded project, The 
Effects of Pre-exercise Meals of 
Low and High Glycemic Index on 
Soccer Tournament Performance 
which determined whether whole 
foods of low glycemic index resulted 
in a metabolic and performance 
advantage when eaten prior to 
extended intermittent cardiovascular 
exercise such as tournament soccer 
play. The study found that lentil 
based, low glycemic index foods 
were an excellent alternative to 
traditional high glycemic index 
pre-exercise meals resulting in 
similar performance outcomes, but 
improved metabolic profiles which 
could be beneficial to the health of 
athletes. 
  Bennett grew up in 
Edmonton where she finished her 
undergraduate degree in Food and 
Nutritional Sciences at the University 
of Alberta. She believes that 
agriculture is a key component of the 
Canadian economy and she does not 
think it receives enough attention.
 Thanks to this project, 
agriculture, more specifically 
lentils, have received a fair bit of 
attention as have the awards that 

Bennett has won as a result. These 
include the Alfred E. Slinkard Post 
Graduate scholarship with a purse of 
$40,000, and three awards for her 
poster titled, Low Glycemic Index, 
High Protein Pre-Exercise Meals 
Enhance Metabolic Outcomes in 
Consecutive Soccer Matches. 
 “The Alfred E. Slinkard 
Scholarship was definitely a highlight 
of my graduate work,” she says. “It is 
one of SPG’s graduate scholarships 
for students pursuing topics in pulse 
research. It was an honour to meet 
Dr. Slinkard and have him present 
the award to me last year.” 
 Criteria for poster awards include 
the quality of the research; poster 
design, and the student’s ability to 
explain his/her research and to 
answer questions about the research. 
Bennett’s poster won an award and 
$500 at Pulse Days 2009 in the 
category of Processing & Utilization. 
Her poster garnered another first 
prize in the area of Food Sciences/
Nutrition and Exercise at the 
University of Saskatchewan’s Annual 
Life and Health Sciences Research 
Day, and a third prize award at 
the Canadian Nutritional Sciences 
Conference in May where it was one 
of eight posters selected for judging 
from a pool of 80 submissions.
 Sports and lentils are a fit for 
Bennett personally. She competed 
in rowing for seven years including 
the World University Rowing 
Championships in Lithuania and the 
Commonwealth Regatta in Scotland 

in 2006. After working with soccer 
players and runners for the last 
two years, she has also started 
running and completed her first half 
marathon last year. 
 She recently defended her thesis, 
Lentils as an Endurance and 
Performance Food in Tournament 
Sports, and is now working on her 
credentials to become a dietitian. 
In addition to sports nutrition, 
her professional interests include 
nutritional counselling for allergies, 
infant nutrition and women’s health.
 “I am balancing my professional 
practice schedule with writing 
manuscripts of my master’s research 
project to submit to research 
journals,” she says. “It’s important 
to me to contribute back to the 
Saskatchewan pulse industry through 
promoting pulse consumption to the 
public and publishing my research 
findings. I am also keeping an eye 
out for good PhD projects, since 
I have not excluded the idea of 
continuing on in academics.”

Pulses are her Passion

Christine Bennett is 

passionate about pulses 

and their health benefits. 
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Shirley Byers is a freelance writer based out of Kelvington, SK. 

by Shirley Byers

Spotlight on Research

Christine Bennett was awarded the Alfred E. 
Slinkard Post Graduate scholarship in 2009. P
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On Point

Getting to Know Your 
Board Members 
Murray Purcell farms just outside 
of Saskatoon near Pike Lake. He 
is a graduate of the University of 
Saskatchewan with an Education 
degree. He is past Chair of the 
Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan 
(ACS) Board, but remains an active 
Board member. Murray is also 
Vice-President of the Saskatchewan 
Agricultural Hall of Fame Board 
and Director and Executive 
Member of the Saskatchewan 
Municipal Hail Insurance Board. 
Murray is a member of the Canada 
Grains Council and sits on the 
committee for the Grains Innovation 
Roundtable and on the Federal 
Minor Use of Pesticides committee. 
Murray is the Chair of SPG’s Audit 
and Finance committee and joined 
the SPG Board in 2007.

2008/2009 SPG Financial 
Statements Now Available 
Online
The 2008/09 Financial Statements 
are now available online. Please visit 
our website at www.saskpulse.com 
to download a copy. 

Crop Production Week 
– Special Session
The Special Session will be held 
at Prairieland Park, Hall B on 
Wednesday, January 13, 2010. 
This year we will hear from John 
Phipps, a U.S. agriculture journalist 

and farmer who will discuss The 
Politics and Policy Affecting 
Grain Prices. The Special Session 
begins at 7:00 PM. There will be a 
beef on a bun supper at 5:30 PM. 
Tickets for the supper will be sold 
at the door for $14.75/person. 
There is no admission charge for 
the presentation at 7:00 PM. Please 
visit www.cropweek.com for more 
information. 

SPG Awards Five 
Undergraduate Students 
with Scholarships
SPG awarded five first-year, 
undergraduate students attending 
the University of Saskatchewan with 
a $5,000 scholarship to put towards 
their tuition. The candidates were 
sons or daughters of Saskatchewan 
pulse producers and entering 
in a field that would benefit the 
pulse industry. 

The successful candidates were:
• Braden Olson from Plenty, 

SK and entering the College of 
Agriculture

• Paige Hobman from Nokomis, 
SK and entering the College 
of Agriculture

• Serra Laxdal from Wynyard, SK 
and entering the Edward School 
of Business

• Devin Barros from Codette, 
SK and entering the College 
of Engineering

• Michael Wilmot from Carnduff, 
SK and entering the College 
of Engineering

SPG congratulates all of the 
recipients and wishes them the best 
of luck this year! Please visit the 
SPG website at www.saskpulse.com 
to find out how to apply for 
scholarships next year. 

STEP Inducted to Canadian 
Hall of Excellence 
The Saskatchewan Trade & Export 
Partnership (STEP) has been 

inducted into the Canadian Hall 
of Excellence. The 25th Annual 
Awards Ceremony took place in 
October in Toronto, ON. The event 
was a celebration of excellence 
where the National Quality Institute 
(NQI) recognizes outstanding 
workplaces and their people 
for dedication and commitment 
to quality, healthy workplaces, 
and organizational excellence. 
STEP achieved Level 3 Quality 
recognitition in 2006 and have since 
worked to achieve Levels 1, 2 and 
3 of NQI’s Progressive Excellence 
Program, which led to their 
eligibility for the Canada Awards for 
Excellence criteria. Congratulations 
to STEP President and CEO Lionel 
LaBelle and the staff at STEP.

SPG Wins at the 
CAMA Awards 
The SPG Communications team 
picked up an Award of Merit for 
the 2007/2008 Annual Report 
In Pursuit of Profitability at 
the Canadian Agri-Marketing 
Association (CAMA) Awards that 
were held in Niagara Falls, ON 
in November. 

Pulses Featured in Savour 
Life Magazine and on the 
Wheatland Café 
Pulse recipes are being featured 
each month in Savour Life 
Magazine, a free online magazine 
sent to 10,000 food and drink 
lovers. Editor and food guru CJ 
Katz features locally grown food, 
as well as a guide to the best eating 
spots around Saskatchewan. CJ is 
also cooking up some great pulse 
recipes on her weekly noon hour 
cooking show, The Wheatland Café. 
Visit www.savourlife.ca to sign up 
for Savour Life Magazine or tune 
into The Wheatland Café every 
Wednesday at 12:15 on CTV to 
catch some great pulse recipes! 
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Regional Pulse Development 
Workshops Coming to Your 
Area
February 1, 2010 - Swift Current
Living Sky Casino
February 2, 2010 - Moose Jaw
Golden Nugget Centre
February 3, 2010 - Weyburn
McKenna Auditorium
February 4, 2010 - Yorkton
St. Mary’s Parish Cultural Centre
February 5, 2010 - Outlook
Outlook Civic Centre 

All meetings begin at 8:30 AM. 
Registration available at the door, or 
by calling the Agriculture Knowledge 
Centre at 1-866-457-2377. Cost 
is $15 per person. Visit the SPG 
website for the agenda and more 
information.

Want More Pulse Recipes? 
Do you want to include more pulses 
in your family’s meal plans but you 
are not sure what to do with them? 
Contact the SPG office at 306-668-
0350 or pulse@saskpulse.com to 
get a free copy of our new recipe 
booklet. You can also sign up today 
to be added to our monthly recipe 

list to get great pulse recipes emailed 
to you monthly. To sign up, email 
rkehrig@saskpulse.com and indicate 
that you would like to be added 
to the Monthly Recipe Email List. 
Check out some of these great blogs 
and websites for more great pulse 
recipes:
• www.dinnerwithjulie.com
• www.homefordinner.blogspot.com
• www.lesliebeck.com
• www.passionforpulses.com/

tips.html

Pulse Agronomy Network 
Bulletins Available by Email 
The Alberta Pulse Growers (APG), 
with support from SPG, sends out 
two bulletins each month called the 
Pulse Agronomy Network (PAN). 
These bulletins provide timely 
answers and supporting resources 
to agronomists and farmers involved 
in the pulse industry. To sign up and 
receive this valuable information 
via email, please contact APG at 
office@pulse.ab.ca. To view past 
issues, please visit the APG website 
at www.pulse.ab.ca or the SPG 
website at www.saskpulse.com. 

Getting Too Many Copies 
of PulsePoint?
When you sell your pulse crops, 
the buyer provides your name and 
full mailing address information to 
SPG so that you receive important 
information such as election ballots, 
PulsePoint magazine and other 
material. Problems arise when 
buyers are not made aware of an 
address change, or when growers 
use a slightly different name to 
sell their crops. Help us be more 
efficient by letting SPG know if 
you are getting more than one 
magazine. Please contact Shelly at 
306-668-0590 or send an email to 
sweber@saskpulse.com.

Farm Stress Line 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
operates a confidential, peer 
telephone counseling, support, 
information and referral services 
for rural people, families and 
communities. Services provided 
on the toll free farm stress line, 
1-800-667-4442. Farm stress line 
counselors are farmers, both grain 
and livestock, who are trained to 
handle a wide range of farm issues 
related to the human dimensions 
of agriculture production. The 
service operates from 8:00 AM 
to 9:00 PM, Monday to Saturday, 
including holidays.

For more information about SPG activities, please call 

306-668-5556 or email pulse@saskpulse.com 

or visit www.saskpulse.com
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“The future for Canada’s pea and 
lentil industry is good and the 
opportunities to expand exist,” 
according to Brian Clancey of STAT 
Publishing, in a recent report for 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG).  

by Garth Patterson, Executive Director

World Population Growth 
Fueling More Demand 

Closing Thoughts
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 Clancey believes, “Even without 
an overall increase in per capita 
pulse consumption around the 
world, import needs will grow. 
Overall pulse consumption is 
expected to grow 10 per cent in 
the coming decade and 23 per 
cent from current levels by the year 
2030. Consumption is expected 
to grow most rapidly in Asia 
and Africa.” 
 Clancey projects that global 
consumption of pulses will increase 
from 61 million metric tonnes in 
2009 to 73 million metric tonnes 
in 2030 (see Figure 1). What does 
this mean to Saskatchewan pulse 
producers? The opportunity to 
export more pulses.
 Consumers in Asia and Africa 
currently account for 71 per cent of 
world pulse consumption. Clancey 
projects that this will increase to 76 
per cent of world pulse consumption 
by 2030. It is unlikely that local 
consumption will increase to supply 
the 13 million tonnes of additional 
pulses required for these regions. 

Canada will have an opportunity to 
supply this demand for pulses. 
 For Saskatchewan producers this 
means three to four million tonnes 
of potential new demand for our 
pulses. Countries in Asia and Africa 
are Canada’s largest pea and lentil 
customers. Currently, 85 per cent of 
our pea exports and 50 per cent of 
our lentil exports are being exported 
to these regions. 
 Canadian pulse exporters have 
established long-term relationships 
with importers in these regions and 
this will be important for increased 
sales. SPG is taking a number of 
actions to keep us competitive in 
these markets including funding the 
development of better pulse varieties 
at the Crop Development Centre 
and providing funding to Pulse 
Canada to address any trade barriers 
that arise and to seek improvements 
to our transportation system. 
 We think Saskatchewan could 
be exporting seven million metric 
tonnes of pulses at a value of $4 
billion by 2030.

Information courtesy of STAT Publishing. 
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Smart farmers read the fine print
* On average, Next Generation TagTeam inoculants for pea and lentil outperformed competitor, single-action (nitrogen fixing only) inoculants by 6% in farmer-conducted split-field trials. That’s an
average increase of 2.1 bushels per acre, for a net return of $10.52/acre. Net return is calculated after the cost of the inoculants is removed, using current commodity prices of $19.60/bu for lentils
and $5.85/bu for peas. See our website for details. ® TagTeam and MultiAction are registered trademarks of Novozymes A/S. © 2009 Novozymes. All rights reserved. 9080 09.09 LUNA 2009-21794-01

More yield

Next Generation TagTeam® is the only inoculant

that delivers increased phosphate efficiency

and more fixed nitrogen for more yield.

TagTeam’s MultiAction® combination of N-fixing

and P-solubilizing microbes results in a synergy

that produces 6% more yield* than any other

inoculant.

Choose TagTeam for the best phosphate and

nitrogen use efficiency – and get

the best yield and best value in

pulse inoculants.

WEBSITE: www.bioag.novozymes.com 

1-888-744-5662

Novozymes is the world leader in bioinnovation. Together with
customers across a broad array of industries we create tomorrow’s
industrial biosolutions, improving our customers’ business, and the
use of our planet’s resources. Read more about Novozymes at
www.novozymes.com.
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