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As a member of the Farmer Rail
Car Coalition (FRCC) the Saskatchewan Pulse
Growers (SPG) is disappointed in Federal
Transport Minister Cannon’s decision not to
sell the rail cars to the FRCC. However,
Minister Cannon’s decision will still benefit
farmers because of the $2/tonne reduction in
freight rates due to the lower actual mainte-
nance costs on the cars.

In my opinion by agreeing to reduce the
revenue cap to reflect lower maintenance
costs, Minister Cannon has acknowledged the
excess car maintenance charges that have
been built into the revenue cap for a number
of years. Reports are that this is in the range
of $730 million since 1992. SPG believes it is
absolutely essential for the federal govern-
ment to see that farmers are reimbursed for
this overcharge. If this money is not forthcom-
ing, it might be advisable for the Auditor
General’s Office to examine the issue of rail
car maintenance costs going back to the early
1990’s.

Now that the federal government has
decided not to sell the cars to the FRCC it is
necessary that several things happen in the
area of transportation:
• the federal government must reduce the 

revenue cap on all hopper cars (owned by
the railways and the federal fleet) involved
in the movement of western grain;

• the federal government must develop a plan
to replace the fleet but still keep ownership
of these new cars (leaving the replacement
of the cars to the railways would eventually
transfer ownership of the entire fleet to
them and cause a substantial increase in
freight rates); 

• the government must develop a transparent
and effective watch dog on actual rail car
maintenance costs. The present supervisory
system under Transport Canada does not

work! Perhaps rail car maintenance should
be tendered out.

The FRCC has been a success in many ways
because it has brought together every major
prairie farm organization. To say otherwise is
a gross misinterpretation of the facts. These
17 groups were able to concentrate on the
major objective of improving the bottom line
for farmers by their attempt to purchase the
federal fleet of rail cars. This was never a “left,
centre or right wing” issue but rather a prairie
agriculture concern addressed by FRCC to do
what they perceived to be best for farmers.
Those people who choose to label FRCC as a
“left” leaning organization do so purely for
their own political purposes or from lack of
knowledge.

If it were not for the FRCC, the rail car
maintenance charges would never have been
raised as an issue. In addition, the formation
of the FRCC has caused the government to
reconsider its plan for the private sale ten
years ago to the railways. Such a sale would
have raised the revenue cap and cost farmers
about $250 million in additional freight costs.

We believe that the time has come for
growers, industry and the transportation
providers to pull together and work with the
federal and provincial governments to devel-
op a vision for a transportation system that
brands Canada as a reliable exporter. We
know that our customers do have other
options to fulfill their import needs. Through
collaboration we will become more competi-
tive in servicing the needs of our international
customers. SPG will be working with Pulse
Canada to develop a plan for this to happen.
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For people in most walks of life,
summer is vacation time. For farmers, the
summer months have become increasingly
important in determining their income
prospects for the year.

Mossbank area farmer David Nagel
believes in staying close to home during the
growing season. You’re likely to find him out
on a quad scouting crops as he tries to keep a
step ahead of diseases and insect pests.

“In the past we grew a lot of cereal crops
and you could go away for two weeks in the
summertime,” says Nagel. “Now you don’t,
because things can change in a hurry and it
could cost you a lot of money.”

Nagel farms 6,400 acres with his wife
Cherilyn, parents Lloyd and Marj, and younger
brother Mike. This year, one-third of the Nagel
farm is seeded to pulses, including two vari-
eties of yellow peas, large green lentils and
large kabuli chickpeas.

PulsePoint asked Nagel and four experts
from industry and government to discuss key
summer management issues and practices
that may help you get the most from your
crop investment.

By mid-June in-crop spraying for weeds in
pulse crops is typically winding down. Trish
Meyers, Agronomic Crop Enhancement (ACE)
Specialist with Agricore United in Saskatoon
says it’s important to wrap up spraying before

the crop is too far advanced. The cut-off for
lentils is six inches when spraying with
Sencor®, while the rule of thumb for peas is
the six-leaf stage for ODYSSEY® and PURSUIT®

ULTRA.
“After that, you get crop yellowing and

the potential for yield loss,” Meyers says.

Diseases to watch for
Penny Pearse, Provincial Plant Disease
Specialist with Saskatchewan Agriculture and
Food in Regina says there is good reason to be
on the lookout for three major pulse diseases
in 2006. She notes some growers have been
shortening their lentil rotations, creating a
breeding ground for anthracnose.

“We saw pockets of anthracnose that were
quite severe scattered in the southeast region
of the province, so the disease is prevalent on
seed and residue from last year,” she says.

Similarly, Pearse says mycosphaerella
blight is also present on seed and residue
from the 2005 pea crop, especially in northern
regions. Mycosphaerella poses an added
threat because the disease is airborne.

For that reason Trish Meyers says grow-
ers need to be mindful of their neighbours’
pea fields as well as their own.

“You may not have had peas there for the
last four years, but it doesn’t mean your pea
crop is immune,” Meyers says.

Key summer
management
practices can
help you get the
most from your
crop investment.

by Tom Steve

in briefSummer
Management
Strategies 
are Key

protecting your investment

Penny Pearse is a 
valued resource 
regarding diseases
affecting pulse crops.
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Finally, a Statistics Canada survey predict-
ing a 45 per cent jump in chickpea acres this
year (to 240-thousand acres) has Pearse rais-
ing a cautionary flag about ascochyta blight –
particularly for first-time growers.

“This is a crop that you need to baby-sit,
so it means less vacation time in the summer,”
Pearse says. “It’s hard to watch that crop and
know what to do.”

Dr. Yantai Gan, Alternative Crops
Agronomist at the Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada research station in Swift Current
agrees. While veteran growers have learned
the complexities of chickpea management,
he’s concerned about the new entrants.

“These are the people that really need the
education,” Gan says.

Among the resources Gan recommends is
a Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food (SAF)
CD Management of Ascochyta Blight of
Chickpea in Saskatchewan. The CD, which is
available free of charge from the SAF Ag
Knowledge Centre, stresses the importance of
an early fungicide application so that the dis-
ease doesn’t beat the crop out of the starting
gate. Gan also urges growers to attend work-
shops and field days or access information on
the Sask. Ag & Food website.

Disease and late maturity were the 
major factors that led to a big decline in 
chickpea acres after the 2002 crop year and
Gan has some new advice for growers on 
both fronts.

Gan now recommends growers give large
kabuli chickpeas a first fungicide application
ten days prior to flowering, rather than wait-
ing for the first spot to appear on the plant.
Gan observed the practice being followed in
Australia while visiting several research plots
and growers in that country last year. He is
now working on a method to accurately pre-
dict days to flowering.

Also new for 2006, Gan advised growers
to fertilize kabulis with 55 to 70 pounds of
nitrogen and skip the inoculant. His trials at
Swift Current and Shaunavon over a two year
period revealed maturity is accelerated by 14
to 21 days. The plants grow more vigorously
instead of forming nodules and shut down ear-
lier as the N is depleted.

“I think the guys who used nitrogen this
year will do very well, especially if we have a
wet fall,” he says.

Scout early, scout often
When fuelled by rain and high humidity, dis-
ease can develop and spread quickly. On the
Nagel farm, some crops are scouted every
couple of days. 

“If you see the disease you’re almost too
late because you’re trying to prevent it,” Nagel
says.

Pearse recommends disease scouting of
chickpeas as soon as the plants are up and
every three to seven days afterward, depend-
ing on the disease risk. Lentil scouting should
begin at the vegetative stage (eight to ten
nodes) and every seven days after that, while
peas can wait until early bloom and should be
checked every seven to ten days.

protecting your investment

Top: Shortened rotations
create a breeding
ground for Anthracnose.

Bottom: Mycosphaerella
can migrate from neigh-
bouring fields.



PulsePoint June 2006 7Saskatchewan Pulse Growers

Of course a scouting program will involve
much more than disease. For example, Meyers
says a pea crop should be scouted as many as
six times:
• pre-seed field scout
• plant stand estimation and weed staging
• disease
• insects
• pre-harvest
• post-harvest weed control and soil testing

To spray or not to spray
The economics of spraying for disease is often
a judgment call. Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada has developed a checklist and points
system used by industry to help growers
decide whether it will pay to spray. See
Fungicide Application Guidelines at http://
paridss.usask.ca/specialcrop/pulse_diseases/

“In that equation they consider factors
such as previous rainfall, weather forecast,
the crop canopy, the extent of symptoms and
the price of control,” Meyers says.

Pearse recommends growers budget for
at least one fungicide application on lentils,
three to four on kabuli chickpeas and one to
two on desis. Spraying field peas for disease
may not provide a payback and can be better
addressed through preventative measures,
such as proper rotation, using good seed of an
adapted variety, and ensuring rapid emer-
gence, she says.

Insect Pests
Cutworms are likely to be problematic for pulse
growers in a number of areas this year, says
Scott Hartley, Provincial Insect Pest Specialist
with Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food.

“They’ve had a few good years and grow-
ers should be watching for them again, and if
necessary there is a chemical control option
available,” Hartley says. Matador recently
received registration for a number of insect
pests in chickpea. Check the 2006 Guide to
Crop Protection at http://www.agr.gov.sk.ca/
Docs/crops/cropguide00.asp for specific rec-
ommendations for pest control in peas, lentils
and chickpeas.

He goes on to explain that even though
grasshopper populations for the province are
relatively low, these pests could be an issue in
lentils due to the low economic threshold of
only two grasshoppers per square metre
being sufficient to warrant insecticide control.
However it should be noted that infestations

seldom extend very far into a field and control
measures can usually be confined to field mar-
gins. More details are in the article on
grasshopper control in this issue of PulsePoint.

Hartley doesn’t anticipate a major prob-
lem with aphids in pea crops this year, but
forecasting can be difficult since insects can
be blown in by upper level winds. And follow-
ing the mildest winter on record, Hartley cau-
tions that there could be surprises.

“We don’t know about over-wintering pop-
ulations when it’s this mild,” Hartley says,
“except that mortality was likely reduced
overall.”

Budget for everything
David Nagel’s management philosophy is to
pencil out the cost of every potential input, in
case it’s needed. There are no cut and dried
rules, but generally, “if the crop requires the
input, it’s usually going to get it,” he says.

More often than not, the investment pays
off. For example, last year the Nagels sprayed
all of their lentils with Headline® fungicide and
left check strips in every field. The difference
in the crop was both visible and measurable.

“There was a difference in the yield moni-
tor on the combine and the harvest-ability
improvement was huge,” Nagel says.

Despite several years of thin margins,
Nagel is reluctant to cut corners on inputs. 
If anything, he looks at it in reverse.

“I basically try to look at what it will cost
me if I don’t use the input.”

Tom Steve is a freelance journalist in Saskatoon and
works in the grain industry.

protecting your investment

Spraying is a 
judgement call.
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CO-OPERATIVE
HAIL INSURANCE

• Dividends ranging from 5% to 22% 
were paid in 5 of the past 10 years.

• Co-op Hail promptly paid over $26 million
in losses in 2005.

• We have the financial strength to provide
sound coverage.

• Insure early. Each township is subject to 
a liability limit, coverage may not be 
available if you wait too long. As soon as
crops are up they can be insured.

• Losses of 85% or more are paid at 100%.

• Each year some farmers receive hail before
purchasing insurance – make sure it does
not happen to you. Coverage may not be
available on previously hailed crops.

Please Call: (306) 522-8891 or
See Your Local Co-op Hail Agent

• Yellow and Green Peas 
• Lentils (all types) 
• Chickpeas (all types) 
• Beans (all types) 
• Canaryseed 

Buyers and Processors of:

CGC Bonded

Please call or visit our Web site for 
pricing and delivery information

www.legumex.com
250 Caron Street (Box 40), St. Jean, MB  R0G 2B0

1-800-785-7857 (toll free)

GOT A PULSE?
Since 1948 

Your dependable source of transportation services

2020 Winston Park Drive  Suite 300
Oakville, Ontario  L6H 6X7  Canada

Telephone: (905) 829-5829 Fax: (905) 829-5219
Toll Free: (800) 561-8238 Email: cft@cftcorp.com

www.cftcorp.com
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Saskatchewan has been one the
world’s leading marketers of lentils for many
years – mostly large greens. Other countries,
like Turkey, continue to lead red lentil mar-
kets. As we shift our focus toward a balance
between reds and greens to match world mar-
kets, there are few things to keep in mind
about red lentils before and after harvest
time.

Mixing red and green lentils in the field or
during handling and storage can be a big
problem because it causes significant down-
grading of the crop. Experienced lentil grow-
ers don’t grow red and green cotyledon lentil
in rotation in the same field for at least five
years to avoid contamination from volunteer
plants. As is the case with mustard and canola
production, it may be better to avoid growing
red and green lentils in the same field, but
instead designate fields for one colour only.
This is especially true of red and small green
classes that are impossible to separate at the
cleaning plant.

Land rollers are used to provide a smooth
and level surface for harvest to prevent dam-
age to your combine and to reduce the risk of
earth tag on your crop. Land rolling can be
done before or after the crop emerges.
Research indicates that land rolling after crop
emergence can be done up to the 5-7 node

stage of lentils without significant yield loss or
the spread of foliar diseases. More informa-
tion on land rolling pulse crops is available in
the Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development (AAFRD) publication, Land
Rolling Guidelines for Pulse Crops in Western
Canada (www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/
deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex8817).

A desiccant used to burn off crop foliage
and weeds can reduce the time from maturity
to harvest and reduce harvesting problems.
REGLONE DESICCANT® is registered for use on
lentil. It does not speed maturity of the crop,
so treatment is made at the same time that
swathing would occur, when approximately 30
per cent of the lower-most pods are tan
coloured and their seeds rattle when shaken.

LIBERTY® is registered for use on lentil
and should be applied when 40-60 per cent of
the pods have turned from yellow to brown.
LIBERTY should not be applied to crops being
used for planting seed.

Glyphosate is not a desiccant, but is regis-
tered on lentil for pre-harvest control of
perennial weeds. It may provide some dry-
down if weather conditions are warm and dry.
Do not apply glyphosate to crops to be used
for planting seed, because it may cause
uneven germination and abnormal seedling
development. For more information on desic-

To ensure 
maximum
returns red
lentils require
care in handling
and harvest.

by Ray McVicar

in briefRed Lentils:
Handle with Care

protecting your investment

Ray McVicar recently
returned from a trip to
Turkey where lentil har-
vest was in full swing.
Photo: SAF
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cants and pre-harvest weed control, consult
the product label or the Saskatchewan
Agriculture and Food (SAF) publication, 
Guide to Crop Protection (www.agr.gov.sk.ca/
Docs/crops/cropguide00.asp). A study is
underway at the University of Saskatchewan
to compare the effects of desiccation and
swathing of red lentil on milling efficiency.
Stay tuned for the results.

The average yield of red lentil in
Saskatchewan is approximately 1,570 kg/ha
(1,400 lb/ac). Pick-up reels, lifter guards, float-
ing or flexible headers, and air reels can be
added to harvest equipment to ease the han-
dling of short-stature, tangled, or lodged lentil.
A slower ground speed may be required when
harvesting red lentil due to their short plant
height. In fact, much of our past red lentil 
harvest experience is based on the variety
Crimson which has a very nasty habit of
falling flat on the ground before harvest time.
The new red varieties typically stand up much
better than Crimson. Hopefully, this will signif-
icantly reduce harvest losses and subsequent
red lentil volunteer problems.

Swathing under conditions of higher
humidity may reduce shattering. Lentil swaths
are prone to wind damage especially for the
first few days after swathing.

Lentil is often straight cut when seeds
and pods are fully mature, or after desicca-

tion. Combine augers and grain augers should
be operated at low speeds to reduce seed
damage. It is preferable to combine at about
16-18 per cent moisture and use aeration to
dry the sample to 13 per cent for safe storage.
Red lentil millers prefer to process product at
a moisture content below 13 per cent to
improve the efficiency in their splitting plant.
Check with your red lentil buyer for any seed
moisture content requirements as premiums
may be available.

Green weed seeds and other high mois-
ture materials should be cleaned as soon as
possible to prevent heating. Moisture levels
up to about 13 per cent and temperatures
below 15°C are considered safe for red lentil.
Red lentil should be stored in dry, dark condi-
tions. Seed from successive years should not
be mixed, as the oldest seed could cause
downgrading of the entire bin. Lentil seed is
susceptible to peeling if handled in tempera-
tures colder than -20°C. More information on
storing, handling and grading of lentil is avail-
able in the Pulse Production Manual on the SPG
website at www.saskpulse.com/media/pdfs/
ppm-lentil.pdf.

protecting your investment

Ray McVicar is the Provincial Special Crops Specialist
with Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food in Regina, SK.
For more information, call the Ag Knowledge Centre
(toll-free) at 1-866-457-2377.

More Info

More information about
red lentil production is
available from SAF by
contacting the Ag
Knowledge Centre at 
1-866-457-2377 or
check the SAF website
at www.agr.gov.sk.ca
look for the publication,
Lentil in Saskatchewan.
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There are always catalysts for
change and the decision by Stewart Wells and
his partner Terry Toews to move to certified
organic production was not an exception. For
Terry it was an interest in health and safety
issues. More than once she had been made
aware of products thought to be safe for use
that were later taken off the market because
the opposite was true.

For Stewart, it was from a somewhat differ-
ent angle. He laughs as he realizes his university
career was in its prime
over thirty years ago – 
a time heady with the
marvels of what the 
new agricultural input/
protection products could
promise, not the least of
which was the elimination
of wild oats.

After his graduation
and subsequent return to
the farm it didn’t take him
long to see despite the
use of these “wondrous new products,” fields on
his family farm and those throughout the
province and beyond still harboured bountiful
crops of both undesirable weeds and insects. He
got the notion in his head that regardless of the
fact farmers were spending thousands of dollars
every year, Mother Nature continued to strike

back. According to Stewart, “The use of chemi-
cal and fertilizer was like being on a treadmill. I
was locked into a system in which I continued
to pay more and receive less.”

It was with these thoughts Terry and
Stewart began attending their first meetings
organized by the local chapter of the Organic
Crop Improvement Association, O.C.I.A. #8.
“That was in 1991 and we are still excited,”
claims Stewart. Fortunately, their local chapter
emphasized the soil improvement component

of the organization’s man-
date and so with support
from members and some
excellent publications,
they commenced their
journey into certified
organic production.

They began by
experimenting with one
quarter, which was certi-
fied in 1995 and by 1999,
all of their 2500 cultivat-
ed acres were certified

organic. As was recommended, they started
small and implemented management practices
their rigorous research indicated would have
potential in their growing area. From that
beginning they developed their own personal
management strategy that continues to evolve.
Noting each year provides both challenges and

Each year 
provides both
challenges and
rewards for
Terry Toews and
Stewart Wells,
organic growers
near Swift
Current.

by N. Lee Pengilly

in briefAn Organic Perspective – 
Penny Lane 
Organic Farms

returns on research

“We take the bad with the good 

and to date we haven’t seen 

anything that would make us 

get back into the 

chemical/fertilizer game.”

Stewart Wells and 
Terry Toew.
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rewards. Stewart laughs as he quotes a “pio-
neer” of the organic industry, “I should be able
to say I have fifty years of growing experience,
but really I have one year of growing experi-
ence fifty times!”

Crop rotations are the foundation of
building healthy soil, maintaining fertility and
breaking any insect or crop disease cycles.
For most producers, developing a rotation
appropriate for their individual operations is a
work in progress. Stewart explains, “We have
experimented with a wide variety of crops.
Initially we used a four year rotation, but have
since evolved to a three year.

Legumes and pulses were and are a huge
part of our plan and we depend heavily on
them. In fact, a full two thirds of our cultivated
land is dedicated to pulse production on an
annual basis; one-third into a pulse plow-down,
one third into peas and lentils and one third into
a cereal crop, usually wheat, barley, durum or
kamut. We have grown some flax with varying
success, but we have had to take canola out of
our plans because the risk of GMO contamina-
tion on our land is just too high. We had looked
at experimenting with some hemp production,
which we continue to keep a close eye on.

When we first got started in the early 90s
we used yellow clover as our plow-down of
choice, but then we were made aware of AC
Green Fix, a chickling vetch developed out of
Swift Current. The vetch could produce and
store twice as much nitrogen as the clover
with half as much water. We used it with great
success in 1998, 1999 and 2000. After the
extreme drought of 2001 we moved to forage
peas and remain pleased with their perform-

ance. Any plow-down crop you look at has dif-
ferent characteristics, and it just depends on
the current needs of your land and what the
weather brings.”

Given the significant role pulses play on
their operation, Stewart and Terry remain
appreciative of the role the Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers play in the development and
release of new pulse varieties in the province.
Stewart feels SaskPulse has been doing “a real
good job” and he comfortably voices his con-
cerns regarding his check off dollars being
directed specifically to organic research. He is
quick to explain he does feel both the federal
and provincial governments could allocate
more funding to organic research given the dol-
lars directed at both “conventional” research
and more specifically, the biotech industry.

He elaborates on his position regarding
check-off dollars, “I can’t help but be in oppo-
sition to any initiative that has the potential to
further divide farmers, especially in terms of
management practices. In addition, I worry a
dedicated organic check off might be so small
that a huge portion of it would potentially be
eaten by administration costs. There would
not be the dollars available to underwrite
large seed development projects the likes of
which SaskPulse can initiate.

I’d be afraid we might end up with less
rather than more! And if we did have a desig-
nated organic check off, would it have enough
clout to pressure and collect the monies
owing from those reluctant players within the
industry? I think not. I believe there have been
many ongoing projects of SaskPulse that have
been helpful to all producers, including those
within the organic industry.”

And with those closing comments, Stewart
headed back to the field emphasizing one last
time his and Terry’s excitement and enthusi-
asm about organic farming. “We take the bad
with the good and to date we haven’t seen any-
thing that would make us get back into the
chemical/fertilizer game. Since the beginning
with organic agriculture we have had more suc-
cesses than failures and despite the occasional
wreck there remains a great sense of satisfac-
tion and fulfillment that comes with producing
an excellent crop within an agricultural sector
that still has lots of optimism in it.”

N. Lee Pengilly is a writer, consultant and rancher from
Eastern Saskatchewan. She can be reached at 
walksfar@sasktel.net

returns on research

Harvest at Penny Lane
Farms.
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Widespread use of the Own Use
Import (OUI) Program by farmers to import
ClearOut in 2005 raised a number of concerns
that led to well founded doubts as to whether
the program would continue to be of value to
producers on more than a small scale basis. A
broad-based stakeholder task including the
Grain Growers of Canada, Pulse Canada, the
Canadian Federation of Agriculture and the
Hort Council, among others was struck in
November 2005 by the Pest Management
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) to review the OUI
Program and to develop recommendations for
improvements. 

Some cold hard truths about the ‘old OUI’
Here are some facts surrounding the process
and the findings of the Task Force:

1. The current OUI Program was not going to
deliver another”ClearOut”. Heres why…

• Under the current OUI Program, import-
ed products are deemed chemically
equivalent but are not required to be
identical in their chemical composition,
as some variation is allowable. 

• With low volumes and products with rel-
atively simple chemical compositions, a
certain level of variability had been con-
sidered as sufficiently protective of
health and the environment. 

• The variability may lead to unacceptable
risks, particularly with large volumes of
imported product. Under the current pro-
gram, there is no process for ensuring
that equivalency continues to exist
between the import and the Canadian
registered product. 

• Without a Canadian registrant, there is
no means of requiring notification if the
foreign product formulation changes.
Also, there is currently no specified
time period for the equivalency certifi-
cate, compared to registered products,
which have defined renewal periods for
example. 

• The current OUI experience involved a
formulation (glyphosate) with a simple
and well-understood composition. For
other more complex products, the
determination of chemical equivalency
will be challenging if the list of ingredi-

More Crop
Protection
Products for
Pulse Growers

pulse canada report

Pulse Canada
went to bat for
Pulse Growers.

by Mark Goodwin

in brief
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ents includes formulants that do not
appear in the registered product. A com-
parison of the toxicological profiles for
the registered and the proposed products
will be required to assess any potential
health effects and the efficacy of the pro-
posed product will need to be reviewed to
assess its value. The whole process
would be two-fold and would be similar
to the approach used in evaluating drugs
with similar effects, where both chemical
and pharmaceutical equivalencies have
to be established. 

2. The current OUI Program was threatening
our access to new chemistries

• Access to new, generic, minor use, and
reduced risk products has been a signifi-
cant issue for Canadian agricultural pro-
ducers. Canadian growers have access
to between 50 and 60 percent of the
products available to growers in the
larger U.S. market which represents
approximately 30 percent of the global
market. The Canadian marketplace is
typically regarded as being only approx-
imately 3 percent of the world market
and so we get new technology last!

• Companies are reconsidering registering
pesticides with new active ingredients
in Canada for fear of being penalized. In
their view, they do not see the value in
registering products in Canada only to
have the registration facilitate imports
under the OUI Program.

There were also other issues related
provincial legislation, data compensation,
intellectual property and confidential business
information.

...making a better deal for pulse growers 
3. Given these concerns and the fact that

more breakthroughs like the one with
ClearOut were unlikely, the Task Force met
with PMRA and negotiated a better system
– one that gets to the root of the problem..
timely access to the best pesticides at a fair
price. These programs will replace the old
OUI Program, but only when they are up
and running and not before. In the interim,
the old OUI Program will continue to run.
Here are the needs we have and here’s how
they will be met based on the recommenda-
tions of the Task Force.

• We need to catch up with the
herbicide/fungicide/insecticide tools that
the U.S. growers have. Over the next 24
months, PMRA has agreed to target up
to 72 active ingredients that will be
assessed proactively and potentially
registered on a fast track basis in
Canada. This will close the technology
gap.

• We need access to generics because that
means less expensive chemicals. By
October of 2007, PMRA will put in place
a system whereby generics companies
will be able to more effectively register
generic products in the Canadian mar-
ket. This will mean more competition
and hopefully less expensive products –
potentially less need to import in the
first place!

• We need new technology. The OUI
Program got us cheap products but it
doesn’t get us the new pesticides we
need. PMRA has agreed to accelerate
efforts at NAFTA pesticide registration.
Based on the first meeting on NAFTA
labels in May 2006 this process will
mean that Canadian growers will get
new chemistry as soon as U.S. growers.

• …but we still need to be able to import
products from the U.S.. PMRA has agreed
to craft policy so that producers will be
able to shop for chemicals in the U.S.
without doing expensive chemistry test-
ing as in the past. Growers will be able 
to compare pricing and then apply for a
single permit. The federal government 
will then assess the equivalency issues 
so that the grower does not have to 
(as they do under the current OUI). The
restriction here is that the product must
be essentially identical to one made in
Canada. This limits us from sourcing third
party generics. However we will be able
to capture savings on products that are
now substantially cheaper in the U.S.

I am confident that this new package of pro-
grams will provide growers with timely access
to the best pesticides at a fair price. This is
much more than we could ever hope to get
out of the current OUI Program.

Mark Goodwin is the Pest Management Coordinator for
Pulse Canada in Winnipeg. For more information 
contact (204) 925-4455 or office@pulsecanada.com.

pulse canada report



Seager Wheeler National Historic Farm
Rosthern, Sk.
Richard Szwydkdy
Telephone: (306) 229-0230

Western Applied Research Corporation
(AAFC)
Scott, Sk.
Shannon Chant
Telephone: (cell) (306) 291-7024

SPARC Research Farm
Swift Current, Sk. 
Sandy
Telephone (306) 778-8285

Indian Head Agricultural Research
Foundation
Indian Head, Sk.
Judy McKell
Telephone: (306) 695-4200

South East Research Farm
Redvers, Sk.
Scott Chalmers
Telephone: (306) 452-3161

East Central Research Foundation
Canora, Sk.
Kim Shonehouse
Telephone: (306) 563-5551

Featuring:
Crop Inputs Study, Hemp Cultivars 
Intensive Crop Rotation
CropDiversity (Red Lentil, weed control, fiber flax)
Alternative Cropping Systems 
Seed Placed Area/Sulphur and Copper Fertilizer Management

Pulse Variety Trials:
Field Pea, Lentil, Faba Bean, Dry Bean

Register at the door (no charge).

Take the opportunity over breakfast and lunch to network with
researchers Bert Vandenberg, Tom Warkentin, Eric Johnson, Stewart
Brandt, Cecil Vera, Sukhdev Malhi and Alvin Ulrich, the day’s sponsors,
and other innovative pulse producers.

AAFC is also offering optional off station afternoon tours to Swine
Manure Study and Ripairian Areas Management.

Wednesday, July 19, 2006     
AAFC – Melfort, Saskatchewan     
7:30 a.m  - Breakfast and Registration    
9:00 a.m. - Tour begins  

Thanks to our platinum sponsors:



Grasshoppers can wreak havoc in lentils and your other crops. But of the dozens of
species present in the prairies, only a few actually attack crops.

Of the 80 grasshopper species that are common in the prairies, only five or six species cause
significant damage.

So how do you tell if the grasshoppers you are seeing are the ones that eat crops or not?
Here are some basic rules:

1. Any grasshopper that flies before June 1 is not a pest
2. Grasshoppers that ARE pests generally

a. Hatch in late May/early June
b. Are brown or black
c. Always have tiny triangular wing buds – not large folding wings

Additionally, any grasshoppers with coloured hindwings that you can see when they fly are NOT
pests. Any grasshopper that sings, calls or clacks is NOT a pest. Also any grasshopper that stays
on headlands or grasslands without moving into cropland is not likely a pest.

The Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, with support from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s
Pesticide Risk Reduction Center has developed a booklet that gives pictures and descriptions of
pest and non-pest grasshopper species. A few of the photos follow. If you want to get your own
copy of the booklet, contact SPG and we will send you one.

Two-striped grasshopper – a significant pest!
The two-striped grasshopper is the pest
grasshopper with the heaviest body weight and
it’s the species that causes the greatest crop
damage to broadleaf crops. The picture below
is as it appears when fully grown in July and
later. Immature two-striped grasshoppers are
green or brown and always have two stripes
going down their backs.

Packard’s grasshopper – a significant pest!
This grasshopper looks like the two-striped
grasshopper but the stripes are much lighter in
colour. It readily feeds on broadleaf crops too.

protecting your investment

Not All 
Grasshoppers 

16 PulsePoint June 2006 Saskatchewan Pulse Growers



Lesser migratory grasshopper – 
a significant pest!
This is the grasshopper that did so much
damage in the 1930’s. It is smaller than the
two-striped grasshopper and the Packard’s
grasshopper. It is dark grey and has a dark
stripe on its head like a mask.

Turnbull’s grasshopper – 
not a significant pest!
Also known as the Russian thistle grasshop-
per, this species prefers kochia and other
weeds. Although the population is never high
enough to control the weeds, the Turnbull’s
grasshopper is not a pest of crops.

Meadow purple-striped grasshopper – 
not a significant pest!
This is the most colourful grasshopper. It feeds
on weeds such as ragweed and goldenrod.

Club-horned grasshopper – 
not a significant pest!
The earliest hatching grasshopper, this small,
silver species is found on grasslands in March.
It is not an indicator of a bad grasshopper
year coming and it does not injure crops.

Dozens of speciesof grasshoppers are present in theprairies but only afew actually attackcrops. Here’s aguide to help youtell the difference.

protecting your investment

Mark Goodwin is the Pest Management Coordinator for Pulse Canada in Winnipeg. For more information contact 
(204) 925-4455 or office@pulsecanada.com.

Are Pests!
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New
Webpage
Launched:

Come and visit
the new
Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers
website, at
www.saskpulse.com

Check back 
regularly as 
we are 
continually
updating our
site with new 
information.

Wallace
Meschishnick

Clackson
Zawada

901, 119 – 4th Avenue South Saskatoon, SK  S7K 5X2  (306) 933-0004  www.wmcz.com

Innovative
Solutions
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Now that most farmers have
answered the Shakespearean query: “To seed
or not to seed – That is the question”, focus
must turn to marketing old crop peas and
lentils and planning for new crop sales.

This year, lentils and peas could not be
further apart in market sentiment. Peas could
end the year with little available supplies
while lentils continue to languish under last
year’s record production.

The Information Age has given farmers
the same advantage as the trade enjoyed
years before a computer or satellite transmis-
sion was even thought of. Weather, sales infor-
mation and supply are now available almost
instantaneously. What you do with that infor-
mation is up to you.

For pulse crops, because it is a growing
North American phenomenon, understanding
what information is available is key to healthi-
er farm returns. Because western Canada
grows and exports an inordinate amount of
pulses, and the U.S. is also becoming a major
producer and exporter, growing for last year’s
prices is not an option any longer.

One set of statistics that has remained
constant throughout the transformation of 
the Information Age is the stocks-to-use ratios
(s/u). Because there is no price discovery
mechanism (futures markets) for pulses and
special crops, s/u ratios become even more
vital.

In the simplest calculations, the s/u ratio
is calculated by dividing the ending stocks
estimate by the sum of domestic use and
exports. This ratio is highly correlated to
price movements. An increase in the 
stocks-to-use ratio signals falling prices,
whereas a decrease in the ratio results in 
rising prices.

The s/u ratio is a fitting measure of 
supply and demand of any commodity. The
s/u ratio indicates the level of grain left at 
the end of the marketing year (July 31) as 
a proportion of the total demand or use.
Production represents the total grain pro-
duced in a given year. Usage includes domes-
tic use, exports, feed and a category for next
year’s seed, waste and dockage.

By adding last year’s carry out stocks to
this year’s total production, total supply is
determined. Carryout stock divided by the
total usage is expressed as a percentage and a
comparable figure to analyze previous years
supply balances.

Peas
For peas, ending stocks for the 2005/06 
crop indicate that exporters have done an
admirable job emptying the system of a 
plentiful supply of peas. While the trade 
continues to debate whether the ending 
stock number for the current year is 200,000
or 350,000 metric tonnes, one thing is certain:

Stock to use
ratios are key 
to making 
profitable 
marketing 
decisions.

A Tale of 
Two Pulses

in brief

Market Muse

by Larry Weber

Few peas are available
until the new crop.
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there will be few peas available until the new
crop is harvested. With an s/u ratio of 8.6%
and 6.3% respectively, it will be difficult for
pea prices to deteriorate in both old and new
crop scenarios.

The rider to that is a stable Canadian 
dollar and steady ocean freight rates that over
the past 4 years have reduced grower returns
substantially. Weather in India and Pakistan 
is beginning to come into play as it is dry in
both countries. Canada’s 3 month forecast for
above normal temperatures and below normal
precipitation will it make it an interesting 
summer in the pea market.

Lentils
For lentils, the parity with peas ends with 
the examination of ending stocks and s/u
ratios. While few doubt the ending stocks for
2005/06 at 600,000 MT, the debate will rage 
for sometime over the quality that is left. 
Most estimate that there will be little to no
red lentils left at the end of the current 
campaign. The greens lentils, not sold, are
thought to be of lower quality and outside 
the top two grades.

Both s/u ratios for this and next crop 
year are burdensome. However, the s/u ratio
is 42.7% for the coming crop year and is 
within 10% of ratios seen in 2000/01 and
2004/05.

Crop conditions in western Canada and
the Upper U.S. Plains will be the biggest 
determining factor as to where pulse prices
are headed. Weather in India and Pakistan 
has the lentil market on edge. There will be
demand for a limited amount of #1 green
lentils. Ensure you are watching this market
for any marketing opportunities.

By reviewing past data and estimating the 
current year’s stocks/use ratios on a crop by
crop basis, appropriate production/marketing
strategies can be developed for any grain. 
S/u ratios are still the first precursor to what
lies ahead with regards to price in the coming
crop year.

By watching and understanding ending
stocks and s/u ratios, you will make better
marketing decisions. Make sure this season
turns into a successful “Midsummer Night’s
Dream.”

Larry Weber is an agricultural communication specialist
who writes a widely circulated newsletter for the indus-
try. For more information contact Larry @ 306-657-3456.

Market Muse

Figure 1: Dry peas stocks/use

Figure 2: Peas ending stocks

Figure 3: Lentils ending stocks

Figure 4: Lentils stocks/use
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2007 Board of Directors

Nominations
If you are a registered pulse producer (i.e. you have sold
pulses and paid check-off within the last two years), and
would like to be instrumental in building Saskatchewan’s
pulse industry, fill in the nomination form below. It must be
signed by three other registered growers.

Three positions are open for Directors on the Board of the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers. Nominations are being
accepted until noon on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2006.

Responsibilities:
• 10 Board meetings per year (one per month except during harvest and seeding); conference calls as required
• Average time commitment of board members is 50 days per year
• Terms are for three years, with a maximum of two consecutive full terms

Nomination Form
In accordance with the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers Regulations, I, the undersigned hereby submit my name as a

candidate for election to a seat on the Board of Directors of the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.

_______________________________________ ______________________________________
First Name Last Name

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Address/Town

_______________________________________ ______________________________________
Postal Code E-Mail

_______________________________________ ______________________________________
Telephone Fax

______________________________________
Signature

I have grown the following 2005 2006
pulse crops:

_________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________

I nominate the above pulse producer as a candidate for election as a director of the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.

________________________ ________________________ _________________________
Name of Registered Producer (signature) Name of Registered Producer (signature) Name of Registered Producer (signature)

________________________ ________________________ _________________________
Name (please print) Name (please print) Name (please print)

________________________ ________________________ _________________________
Telephone Telephone Telephone

________________________ ________________________ _________________________
Fax Fax Fax

Please return this form to:
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, #104-411 Downey Road, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, S7N 4L8

Telephone: 306-668-5556   Fax: 306-668-5557

Note: Only registered producers can hold office, vote, or nominate others. If your dealings with the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (e.g. levy submission) have been through your
company name, rather than your own name, you may have to sign the “Designated Representative Form” which designates you as a representative of the company for election
and nomination purposes. Please contact the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers Office at (306) 668-5556 if you think this might apply to you.
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As kids growing up in Saskatchewan,
we remember our province being touted as
“the bread basket of the world.” Then, as the
fields changed from green to yellow, we
became enthralled with the “Cinderella crop,”
canola. In the midst of this diversification,
there’s the story of pulses (lentils, peas, chick-
peas and beans), which we could call “the
sleeping giant.”

Over the past 25 years, Saskatchewan has
experienced remarkable growth in pulse pro-
duction, from a few thousand acres to about
4.8 million acres, or 14% of provincial farm-
land, in 2005. Saskatchewan produces almost
all of the lentils in Canada, over 70% of peas
and is increasing bean and chickpea produc-
tion each year.

From Gate to Plate
Bulk exports have been the mainstay of pulse
processing with well over 100 processors
cleaning, packing and bulk loading products
to send abroad. Further processing like seed
splitting, colour sorting and feed manufactur-
ing is handled by specialized processors, who
also provide products for food industry and
consumers.

InfraReady Products (1998) Ltd. of
Saskatoon has been a major part of the pulse-
crop processing industry in Saskatchewan,
featuring pre-cooked lentils and peas. While
evolving through several ownership changes,
the company has added a variety of pulse,
rice, grain and oilseed product lines to serve
the demands of its customers.

Company President Mark Pickard says his
customers buy for the same reasons as all
consumers do: “convenience, and adherence
to their specifications, especially quality.”

Recent 
consumption in
North America
has risen as 
consumers
become 
aware of pulse
benefits.

by Linda Braun

in brief

Upbeat Pulse!
Changing Landscape

markets at home

The following is a reprint of an article from Growing Saskatchewan magazine. This is one of many articles celebrating Saskatchewan
agricultural successes that has been published and shared with people across the province.

continues on page 24…
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Nutritionally
Speaking

Pulses are rich in 
vegetable protein,
dietary fibre and folate.
As well, they are
extremely low in fat 
and are cholesterol free
and low in sodium.
These attributes make
them very appealing to
many people with 
health problems such
as heart disease, 
obesity, type II diabetes
and some cancers.

markets at home

SUMMERTIME SALSA

19 oz. (540 mL) can black beans, rinsed and drained 1 cup (250 mL) diced, seeded Roma tomatoes
1⁄2 cup (125 mL) chopped red onion 1⁄ 3 cup (75 mL) sliced green onions
1 mango, chopped 2 Tbsp (25 mL) chopped fresh cilantro leaves
2 Tbsp (25 mL) chopped fresh mint leaves 3 Tbsp (45 mL) lime juice
1 tsp (5 mL) finely diced garlic 1⁄2 tsp (2 mL) salt
1 ⁄ 3 cup (75 mL) whole toasted flaxseed

In a bowl, combine beans, tomatoes, onions, mango, cilantro, mint, lime juice, garlic and salt. Mix well. Cover and
refrigerate 2 hours. Just before serving, stir in flaxseed. Serve with taco chips or use as a side dish or topping for 
a baked potato.
Yield: 4 3⁄4 cups (1.175 L) 15 servings. Serving Size: 1 ⁄ 3 cup (75 mL).

MARINATED CORN AND LENTIL PASTA SALAD

1 cup (250 mL) whole wheat elbow macaroni, cooked 1 1⁄2 cups (375 mL) cooked lentils
1 cup (250 mL) corn kernels, blanched 1 tomato, diced
1 green pepper, diced 1 green onion, sliced
1⁄ 3 cup (75 mL) canola oil 2 Tbsp (25 mL) vinegar
2 Tbsp (25 mL) tomato juice 1 Tbsp (15 mL) granulated sugar
2 cloves garlic, chopped 1⁄2 tsp (2 mL) salt
1 ⁄2 tsp (2 mL) dry mustard 1⁄4 tsp (1 mL) paprika
1⁄8 tsp (0.5 mL) pepper 1⁄2 cup (125 mL) sunflower seeds
1 Tbsp (15 mL) chopped fresh dill OR 1⁄2 tsp (2 mL) dry dill

In a large bowl, combine pasta, lentils, corn, tomato, green pepper, and green onion. In a small jar with a tight fitting
lid, combine canola oil, vinegar, tomato juice, sugar, dill, garlic, salt, mustard, paprika and pepper. Shake well.
Pour half the dressing over salad, toss well. Cover and refrigerate at least 2 hours. Before serving, toss again 
with remaining dressing. Sprinkle sunflower seeds over top.
Yield: 12 servings.

RED SNAPPER AND BEAN SALAD WITH CUBAN MOJITO SAUCE
juice of 1 orange juice of 1 ⁄2 lime
grated peel of 1 ⁄2 lime 3 Tbsp (45 mL) flax oil
2 tsp (10 mL) whole flaxseed 2 tsp (10 mL) grated ginger
2 cloves garlic, crushed 1 tsp (5 mL) granulated sugar
1 tsp (5 mL) crushed dried oregano 1⁄2 tsp (2 mL) salt
1 ⁄ 2 tsp (2 mL) ground cumin 2 oranges
1 lb (450 g) red snapper fillets 19 oz. (540 mL) can black beans
1 cup (250 mL) water 1⁄2 cup (125 mL) slivered red pepper
3 cups (750 mL) torn spinach 1 tsp (5 mL) sherry vinegar OR red wine vinegar
1⁄4 cup (50 mL) slivered red onion salt and pepper to taste

In a jar with a tight fitting lid, combine orange juice, lime juice, lime peel, flax oil, whole flaxseed, vinegar, garlic,
ginger, oregano, sugar, cumin and salt. Shake well. In a fry pan, with a lid, slice one of the oranges into 6 mm 
(1⁄4 inch) slices. Lay in bottom of pan. Then lay snapper fillets on top. Pour water over, lightly season with salt and 
pepper. Bring to a boil, cover, reduce heat to simmer. Cook until fish is opaque all the way through, about 10 minutes.
Carefully lift fish out of fry pan. Let cool on several layers of paper towel. In a large salad bowl, combine beans,
lettuce, red pepper and red onion. Peel remaining oranges, separate into segments. Cut each segment crosswise 
into four. Add to salad. Drizzle Mojito sauce over and gently toss. Break snapper into bite size pieces. Gently toss 
into salad.
Yield: 8 cups (2 L) 8 servings. Serving Size: 1 cup (250 mL) Red snapper and 

bean salad.
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Reduced processing time, improved textures and natural
flavours make InfraReady’s pulse ingredients popular with
food manufacturers, whether they are utilized as thickeners
in soups, in side dishes with rice or as a key ingredient in
refried beans.

In the spirit of Saskatchewan, InfraReady recently 
donated 1,000 kg of “Friendship Soup Mix,” or the equivalent
of 120,000 bowls of soup, to the Friendship Inn in Saskatoon.
The mix, a combination of peas, lentils, and barley pre-
cooked with infrared energy, is also available for purchase at
the SaskMade Marketplace on Eighth Street in Saskatoon,
with all proceeds going to the Friendship Inn.

Pulse Wise Foods, a Shaunavon based food manufacturer,
was started in 2001 as an extension of a farm operation. As
co-owner, Vicky Krause states, “We wanted to diversify more
and process what we produced. After much research, we
determined that lentil products have merit.”

Pulse Wise is marketing their lentil lasagna, a tasty
dish combining lentils with tomato sauce, feta and 

mozzarella cheeses, within Saskatchewan (it is available at
the SaskMade Marketplace in Saskatoon, Nutters in Swift
Current, and at Shaunavon retail outlets), and outside of the
province in larger urban centres.

On The Menu
Not long ago, the saying “we grow ’em… but we don’t eat
’em” held true.

Although pulses are a significant protein source for
many in the global community, here in North America, con-
sumption has only recently risen as consumers become
aware of their benefits and respond to major emerging 
food trends.

Pulses are user friendly and flavour driven! Their 
potential is unlimited… dips, soups, salads, pâtés, side 
dishes and casseroles. They can be served with meat,
seafood, poultry, eggs, vegetables or on their own. Simply
adopt Mediterranean, Greek, Latin, Mexican and Indian food
traditions and flavours to find your favourite dishes.

Feed pulses also provide many value-added benefits
to the residents of Western Canada. Quality food products

result from animals consuming pulse-based diets and 
economic opportunities arise from the processing of 
pulses to meet feed-industry requirements.

The quality of pea-fed pork, beef, poultry and fish is
equal or superior to that of animals produced from other
feeds. Although peas have long been recognized as an excel-
lent protein source for cattle, recent studies indicated that
pea-fed beef was more tender and juicier. The flavour, ten-
derness and juiciness of pork from pea-fed hogs was also
found to be top-quality. Peas contain little pigment and
therefore can be used with wheat or barley to produce eggs
with pale yolks or with corn to give bright yellow yolks,
depending on consumer preference.

markets at home

…continued from page 22

Linda Braun is a Home Economist and owner of Food Focus, an agricultur-
al based management company based in Saskatoon.She can be contacted
at 306 664-8758.

Bulk Conveying Systems–Custom

W ith a bulk conveying system from Convey-All
there’s no cross contamination. And

because it can be used to move virtually any
product your options are always open. Available
with a seed treating system for added value.

For more information and pricing call today!

Box 2008, 130 Canada St., Winkler, MB  R6W 4B7

1-800-418-9461
(204) 325-4195   FAX: (204) 325-8116

www.convey-all.com

SASKATOON
Ph: (306) 657-3455  Fax: (306) 657-3450

Email: heidi@westerngrain.com

NORTH BATTLEFORD
Ph: (306) 445-4022  Fax: (306) 445-4033

Email: vicki@westerngrain.com

Thank You!
– David and Vicki Dutton,

Heidi and George,
and our amazing staff

Western Grain salutes our farmers in their fields. 
There is no greater pride than growing a quality crop.

At Western Grain we understand the planning and execution 
that goes into producing the final result: a commodity to market. 
This is why we do our best to find good markets around the world 

who appreciate and depend upon the products you grow.

At Western Grain we know that our business begins, 
and survives within the Success of Our Farmers.

PEAS • CHICKPEAS • LENTILS • CANARY SEED • MUSTARD • FEED GRAINS • FLAX

Trade Ltd.
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The Cropportunity Team
The Saskatchewan Pulse Growers strategic
priorities for 2005 included exploring new,
promising opportunities within existing pulse
crop kinds. In the fall of 2005, SPG established
a “Cropportunity” team to develop a Canadian
red lentil industry strategy. This summary
document was developed by the Red Lentil
Cropportunity Team and approved by the
Board of SPG.

The Red Lentil Cropportunity Team 
members were:
• Mark Ziegler, Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada (AAFC), Ottawa
• Linda Malcolmson, Canadian International

Grains Institute (CIGI), Winnipeg
• Germain Dauk, Producer, Naicam
• Francois Catellier, Canadian Special Crops

Association (CSCA), Winnipeg
• Yantai Gan, AAFC, Swift Current
• Ning Wang, Canadian Grain Commission

(CGC), Winnipeg
• John Bennett, SPG, Biggar
• Jackie Blondeau, Pulse Canada, Winnipeg
• Bert Vandenberg, Crop Development Centre,

Saskatoon
• Murad Al-Katib, Saskcan Pulse Trading,

Regina
• Ray McVicar, Saskatchewan Agriculture and

Food (SAF), Regina
• Garth Patterson, SPG, Saskatoon
• Kofi Agblor, SPG, Saskatoon and

Cropportunity Project Leader

The Opportunity:
Globally, red lentil is the most consumed type
of lentil. It is the main lentil consumed in the
Middle East and the Indian sub-continent.
Although there are no firm statistics on the size
of the global export market, estimates indicate
up to 1 million tonnes. Canada currently sup-
plies about 70,000 to 80,000 tonnes/year 
to the global market. From 2000 to 2003, red
lentil represented an export value of around
$50 million. This assumes red lentil accounted
for 20% of Canadian lentil exports and that
both lentil types were priced similarly.1 AAFC,
with support from the Special Crops Value
Chain Roundtable (SCVCRT), funded a bench-
marking study for red lentils.1 The study con-
ducted analyses of competitiveness in several
categories to determine the relative perform-
ance of Canadian red lentils in key markets
(India, Sri Lanka, Egypt, the United Arab
Emirates, and Turkey) against principal com-
petitors (Turkey, Australia, and India).

There is potential for red lentil produc-
tion in Canada to increase substantially if we
can be competitive in the global market place.
The growth of a Canadian red lentil industry
will depend on a strategy addressing various
aspects of the value chain.

The Vision:
“A profitable industry that responds to the 
customer, focused on the production, processing
and marketing of high-quality red lentil.”

Red Lentil 
value could 
be increased
substantially 
if Canada takes
a value chain
approach.

by Kofi Agblor

in briefThe Cropportunity
Strategy for 
Red Lentil

spotlight on research

Notes

1. Adapted from
Benchmarking Study
for Red Lentils, 
by Serecon
Management
Consulting Inc. 
for AAFC

Red lentil is the most
consumed type of lentil.
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Strategic Objective:
The objective of the strategy is “to increase
red lentil production and processing in
Saskatchewan and to increase Canada’s share
of the world red lentil export market to 30% (or
300,000 tonnes, based on current estimates) by
2010 and to 45% (450,000 tonnes) by 2015.”

The Constraints:
In Canada, the production and handling of red
lentil is similar to that of green lentil. In fact,
the grading system for both crops is similar
under the “Lentil” crop category. However,
about 90% of red lentil is consumed as split or
whole form with the seed coat removed by
milling, compared to green lentil where most
is consumed as whole seed with intact seed
coats. Milling yield is very important to our
red lentil customers, whereas seed coat
appearance is very important to our green
lentil customers.

The benchmarking study noted that
Canada has a favourable reputation as a 
supplier of red lentil to the five countries
studied. Several areas of improvement were
identified for Canadian red lentils to be more
competitive. Pulse Canada also conducted
research on market quality of Canadian 
pulses and identified shortcomings with
Canadian red lentils. The major obstacles 
that must be overcome to attain the industry
vision are:
1. Milling quality of Canadian red lentil has

been found to be lower than that of 
competitors. Factors affecting milling 
quality include seed moisture content, 
seed wrinkling, seed coat thickness and
adherence, seed coat staining, and seed
coat damage.

2. The grading system for Canadian red lentil
does not provide consistent grading from
year to year. The grading system also does
not account for seed wrinkling and seed
coat damage.

3. Delivery to customer is not timely and 
reliable due to transportation bottlenecks
and distance from export markets. This
puts Canadian red lentil at a disadvantage
to competitor products.

4. Competition from other suppliers, especially
from suppliers that have the capacity to
meet customer quality requirements.

5. Limited awareness of Canadian red lentil in
some markets, where there is potential for
Canada to substantially increase exports.

The Goals:
Our vision can be achieved by directing 
dedicated efforts towards these goals:
1. Recognize red lentil as a distinct industry

to ensure that the production, processing,
and grading systems reflect end-use quality
factors.

2. Produce a crop that meets customer and
processor requirements to make Canadian
red lentil the product of choice in domestic
and international markets.

3. Develop a post-harvest handling system
that maintains the market and processing
quality of red lentils to maximize value for
producers and processors.

4. Develop and implement a grading system
that reflects market specifications to
demonstrate our commitment to meeting
the expectations of our customers.

5. Promote and develop a viable value-added
utilization of red lentils in Canada to
reduce our dependency on commodity 
markets and retain more value for the
Canadian industry.

6. Increase the market opportunity for
Canadian red lentils to provide good
returns for increased production.

7. Maintain a reliable delivery system that
supplies the market in a timely and cost-
efficient manner.

Action Plan Overview:
Details of the action plan are not presented
here for confidentiality and competitive rea-
sons. Actions to be undertaken fall under
three portfolios:
• Research and Development – identified

projects will occur at reputable research
institutions and universities to leverage the
appropriate expertise and obtain satisfacto-
ry performance. Whenever possible, collabo-
rative funding will be sought with govern-
ment (provincial and federal) and other
industry stakeholders.

• Policy, Regulations and Market
Development (P, R & MD) – will be under-
taken in collaboration with Pulse Canada
and other industry stakeholders. The 
strategy recognizes the inherent roles of 
several value chain partners under this 
portfolio.

• Communications and Technology Transfer
(C & TT) – will be timely and targeted at per-
tinent stakeholders to realize the benefits of
R&D outputs and PR&MD initiatives. Both

spotlight on research

There is 

potential for 

red lentil 

production 

in Canada 

to increase 

substantially 

if we can be

competitive 

in the global

marketplace
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industry and the affiliated government
departments will continue to collaborate
under this portfolio.

Action Plan Implementation:
These activities have been completed to date:
• Stakeholder consultations on changing the

grading standard for moisture content from
14% to 13% was undertaken at Pulse Days
2006.

• A request for change in moisture content
was made to the Western Standards
Committee (WSC) of the Canadian Grains
Commission. The WSC subsequently recom-

mended a grade change to reduce the maxi-
mum allowable moisture content from 14%
to 13% which will come into effect August 1,
2006.

• SPG has approved funding for a project to
develop best management practices to
improve the quality attributes of red lentil.
The project will be carried out by AAFC in
collaboration with the University of
Saskatchewan.

Kofi Agblor is Director of Research with Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers in Saskatoon. For more information 
contact (306) 651-0859 or kagblor@saskpulse.com

spotlight on research

Figure 1: The red lentil industry roadmap

POLICY,
REGULATION,
MARKETING

COMMUNICATIONS,
TECHNOLOGY

TRANSFER

RESEARCH 
AND

DEVELOPMENT

Crop Science
– Genetics & breeding
– Seed coat chemistry
– Canopy architecture

Crop Production
– Agronomic research
– Harvest technology and

handling research
– Seed quality assessmentQuality Management

Packages
– Agronomic practices
– Harvest technology
– Post-harvest technology

Communication Media
– Fact sheets
– Manuals
– CD/DVD
– Website
– Bear Pit Sessions

Grading System
– Moisture content
– Seed staining and 

wrinkling
– Imaging analysis 

technology

Market Development
– Pulse Innovation Program
– Pulse Canada
– Processors and Traders
– Sask Trade and Export

Partnership
– Federal Government

Communication Targets
– Producers
– Processors
– Customers

Post-Harvest Tech
– Moisture removal
– Storage environment
– Stored product quality
– Milling coefficient

Processing
– Pulse Innovation Program
– Milling research
– Product R&D
– Functional properties

Utilization
– Pulse Innovation Program
– Component potential
– New uses research
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Staff Changes at SPG
Farewell to Penny Eaton
Communications Manager Penny Eaton will be
starting her own communications company
after she has completed
her maternity leave from
SPG. Penny started with
SPG in October 1996 as
Administrative Assistant.
She continually accepted
more responsibility mov-
ing to Office Manager and
then Communications
Manager. SPG would like
to thank Penny for nine
years of service. Penny can be reached at 
306-652-1299 or penny@eatonassociates.ca.
Good Luck Penny!

Erin Taman Joins SPG 
as Communications Manager.
SPG is very pleased to announce that Erin
Taman has joined the SPG Team as our new
Communications Manager.
Erin comes to us from the
University of
Saskatchewan where she
worked closely with the
College of Agriculture on
it’s communications
needs. She also has expe-
rience as a newspaper
reporter, radio reporter,
writer and news editor.
Erin has university degrees in both Journalism
and Geography. Welcome aboard Erin!

Welcome Back Joelle Harris
Joelle Harris has returned to SPG after a one-
year maternity leave to
assume responsibility as
Director of Operations. In
her new position, she will
be responsible for manag-
ing the internal opera-
tions of SPG. Joelle joined
SPG in November 2000 as
Variety Release Manager
and was promoted to R&D
Manager in 2003. Welcome
back Joelle!

Kofi Agblor to Stay with SPG
Dr. Kofi Agblor has decided that industry is an
exciting place to work! Kofi was drafted to the
SPG team from
Saskatchewan Agriculture
and Food in 2005 to fill a
one-year maternity posi-
tion as R&D Manager. Kofi
will remain with SPG as
Director of Research. In
this new position, Kofi
will be responsible for
directing SPG’s research
funding and for collabo-
rating with Pulse Canada’s Pulse Innovation
Program. We’re glad you stayed with the SPG
Team Kofi!

Weed Control in CLEARFIELD Lentils
A new research project at the Crop
Development Centre will ultimately provide
growers of CLEARFIELD Lentils with even
more might in their quest to control weeds.
Funded by BASF and an NSERC scholarship
for lead researcher Leah Fedoruk, the study is
designed to determine the critical period of
weed control (CPWC) in CLEARIFELD Lentils,
which are the first herbicide-tolerant lentils in
Canada. The CPWC is the period during the
growth cycle of the crop in which weeds must
be controlled in order to prevent yield loss.
The CPWC acts as a guideline for the need
and timing of weed control, ensuring optimal
effectiveness of herbicide application. Steve
Shirtliffe, Associate Professor, Department of
Plant Sciences, University of Saskatchewan is
supervising the research.

Best Management Practices Guide 
Available for Farmers
CropLife Canada has developed principles 
and guidelines for coexistence of the three
main types of production systems – 
conventional, organic and genetically 
engineered agriculture.

For details contact CropLife Canada at 
416-622-9771 or go to their website at
www.croplife.ca.

On Point

For more information about SPG activities, please call: (306) 668-5556 

e-mail: pulse@saskpulse.com, or visit our Web site: www.saskpulse.com.

News from 
and about
Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers
(SPG).

in brief

Joelle Harris

Kofi Agblor

Erin Taman

Penny Eaton
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Peas have been used throughout
history as a high-quality food staple for
humans. However, Canadian production of dry
peas frequently exceeds domestic and export
sales for human consumption, and in recent
years over half the peas produced have
entered the livestock feed market. Many of
these feed peas are exported to countries
including Spain, Belgium and France, and a
growing volume is being used domestically,
primarily in diets for pigs.

The feed industry requires ingredients
with many specialized nutritional and physical
characteristics. Parrheim Foods separates
peas into their starch, protein and fibre. The
protein can be used in the diets of carnivo-
rous fish, such as trout and salmon, or as a
protein source in the diets of young piglets or
dairy calves. Peas also have functional attrib-
utes that increase the hardness of pellets,
making the livestock diets more uniform.
Studies have shown that dogs find peas palat-
able and, when offered a choice, preferred to
consume diets including peas. Just as nutri-
tionists understand the many benefits of peas
in human diets, there is reason to believe that
peas will also make an excellent addition to
the diets of dogs!

The feed industry also adds value to peas
that may be sprouted, discoloured or similarly
unsuitable for use directly in human diets.
These peas enter animal diets directly or can
be combined with other ingredients to make
palatable, high-energy feeds. Oleet Processing,
a division of O&T Farms near Regina, and EXP
Feeds Inc. of Shoal Lake, Manitoba, combine
oilseeds with off-grade pulses including peas,

beans, lentils and chickpeas to make energy-
rich, easy-to-handle feeds for livestock 
including dairy cattle, horses, pigs and 
poultry.

The hulls, pods, chaff, weed seeds and
small or broken pulses that are removed 
during the cleaning process are also recycled
by the feed industry, making feed pellets for
livestock. Most commercial feed companies
produce pellets for the beef cattle industry.
West Central Pelleting Plant, a company solely
devoted to the production of feed pellets, 
has constructed plants at Wilkie and Wolseley,
and utilizes approximately 3500 tonnes of
pulse pellets per month.

In recent years,
over half the
peas produced
entered the 
livestock feed
market.

by Michelle Fleury

in briefPulses for
Livestock Too!

alternative markets

Michelle Fleury is an Animal Nutrition Consultant 
and is responsible for SPG’s domestic feed market 
development activities. For more information contact
Michelle at mfleurt@sasktel.net

The following is a reprint of an article from Growing Saskatchewan magazine. This is one of many articles celebrating Saskatchewan
agricultural successes that has been published and shared with people across the province.
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Few growers were happy with the
prices that they received for their peas and
lentils this past year. Unfortunately, the supply
and demand forces in the market place are
something that individual producers can have
little influence on.

As individuals you can influence the 
safety and quality of the pulse crop that you
harvest. This is important because we have 
an international reputation for supplying safe,
high quality pulses. Although we are not
always rewarded with a premium, quality and
safety do contribute to our status of being a
preferred supplier. Why not play to this
strength and do everything you can to ensure
that you harvest the safest, best quality crop
possible?

In the March 2006 issue of the “Mustard
Grower,” Bill Greuel of Saskatchewan
Agriculture and Food wrote:

The temptation may arise to use pesticides
“off-label” in order to deal with hard to 
control weeds and often we do not consider
the implications of this practice. In Canada,
the Pest Management Regulatory Agency
(PMRA), part of Health Canada, monitors
off-label pesticide use. Growers found in
violation of the regulations can have 
their crop confiscated and could have 
fines levied against them. These fines 
can be substantial, as can the value of the
lost crop.

Fortunately, this is a rare occurrence in
our industry. However, new regulations on
Maximum Residue Limits (MRL’s) have been
developed in the European Union and Japan.
They have effectively set a benchmark for the
rest of the world. Pulse Canada has been moni-
toring this issue for a few years to ensure that
our industry remains compliant. They have a
database of global MRL’s that you can view at

www.pulsecanada.com. You will need a pass-
word to enter this site. Any grower who is 
registered with SPG can obtain a password 
free of charge.

There are also instances where we might
assume that a product that is registered in
one pulse crop is also registered in another.
This is not always the case. See Table 1.

You (and the weather) can have a signifi-
cant impact on the safety and quality of your
pulses during harvest, post harvest handling
and storage. Information regarding this can be
found on SAF’s website.

As you have read in Larry Weber’s article,
this is shaping up to be a very interesting year
for pulse markets. I encourage you to maxi-
mize your opportunities for profitable sales by
paying attention to pulse safety and quality
now. Let’s play to our strengths!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Garth Patterson

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
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Dr. Kofi Agblor

SEED COMMERCIALIZATION
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COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 
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CONTACT US
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Saskatoon, SK  S7N 4L8

tel. (306) 668-5556

fax (306) 668-5557

pulse@saskpulse.com

www.saskpulse.com

the team

Closing Thoughts

Garth Patterson
Executive Director

Table 1: Examples of Products Not Registered for Use
in all Pulse Crops

Note: Check SAF’s 2006 Guide to Crop Protection for a 
complete listing of crop protection products.

Dry 
Product Pea Lentil Chickpea Bean

Edge Yes Yes No Yes

Glyphosate 
– preharvest Yes Yes Pending Yes

Liberty 
– desiccant No Yes No No

Pursuit Yes No No Yes

Sencor Yes Yes Yes No

Bravo Yes Yes Yes No

Crown No Yes Yes No

Decis No Yes No No

Lorsban No Yes No No

Sevin No No No Yes

Let’s Play to our Strengths:
Safe, High Quality Pulses






