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federal/provincial research funding, Pulse
Canada, expansion of staff, shrinkage, producer
security and the pulse field lab. Some of 
these are ongoing. For example, Board 
member Lloyd Affleck and I are on an Industry
Security Committee that is developing a plan
to enhance financial security for people
involved in the pulse industry.

Several new areas include:
• More research (developing new varieties for

growers, with better agronomics, disease
resistance and market fit)

• New uses and markets for pulses, quality
and utilization

• Food safety and consumer issues
• Traceability

• Improving our commu-
nications by refining
things like Pulse Days
and PulsePoint
magazine

• Clearfield lentils

On behalf of myself, Vice
Chair Ron Hundeby and
the rest of the Board, it 
is our hope that pulse
acres continue to expand

at a profitable rate in Saskatchewan and that
the current positive relationship that we as a
Board, have with producers, industry, govern-
ment and staff continues to be as strong as
ever. Only through open and sincere communi-
cations can we move this industry forward in
the direction that we as growers want it to go.
If you have any questions or concerns, please
do not hesitate to call me, one of the Board
members or the appropriate staff member.

In conclusion, let me say that we have
some ongoing challenges in the pulse indus-
try, but I promise this Board and staff will
tackle them to the utmost of our ability. 
Thank you and best of luck with seeding.

At the 2005 Annual General Meeting
in January, Shawn Buhr retired from the Board
of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers after six years
of service. It was my pleasure to have served
with Shawn as a board member and for the
last year as the Vice Chair of the Board.
Shawn’s superior leadership skills as well as
his vast knowledge of the pulse industry has
resulted in a stronger and more viable pulse
sector in Saskatchewan’s agricultural economy.
Although he is no longer a board member, 
I am sure that Shawn will be called on from
time to time for some expert advice.

At that time, I was pleased and honoured
to be elected as the Chairman of the Board.
For those who don’t know me, I thought I
would provide a brief
introduction. My wife
Velma and I, along with
our son, Trent, are the
third and fourth genera-
tion to operate our farm
near Macrorie, SK. We
farm 1,440 acres of cere-
als, pulses and oilseeds.
Like many other farmers,
I worked off the farm as
well as on it. I was a high
school teacher in Daysland, Alberta and in
1975 our family moved back to Saskatchewan
where I was the principal in Macrorie and
later in Loreburn. I retired from teaching in
June 2000 after thirty years of very rewarding
service. Presently, I am farming full-time but I
am also involved with coaching my grandsons
in baseball in Outlook, curling and being the
president of the Sask Valley Senior Hockey
League.

It has been four years since I joined the
Board and there have been several significant
developments and issues we have been
involved with during that time. Our board has
dealt with several matters related to
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Diversification into pulse crops
and increased pulse acres in the prairies has
led to questions about new diseases. The 2004
season was cool and moist, which resulted in
abundant foliar growth and delayed crop
maturity. Many of the more common pulse dis-
eases were evident last season, although they
did not have a significant impact on final qual-
ity and yield – at least not compared to the
problems of frost, insects, stained and green
seed. However, some unusual diseases were
witnessed in 2004 that sparked pathologists’
interests and left farmers wondering “what is
this new disease and is it a threat to my crop?”

There have been some unique diseases
observed in recent years. New diseases of
concern in lentil include stemphylium blight,
fusarium root rot, and increased levels of scle-
rotinia. In pea, new diseases include pink
seed, anthracnose, downy mildew and bacteri-
al blight. In bean, bacterial wilts and blights
may be a concern.

Although the list of diseases may seem
long, the real questions are: “Which of these
new diseases are a result of a unique season
and unlikely to occur again; and, which of
these have the potential to limit production
and will need control efforts?”

The answers aren’t easy. The 2004 season
was not normal (whatever that means!) as
rainfall was above average and temperatures
below average in many regions. This resulted
in abundant crop growth and high yield 
potential, but also delayed crop maturity. The
early frost on August 20 and less-than-ideal
harvest conditions further impeded seed
maturity. In addition, the previous two years

Lessons learned
will help 
growers 
prepare for 
new diseases 
on the horizon
in 2005.

primed for growth
by Penny Pearse

in briefNew Disease
Threats For
Pulse Growers

Penny Pearse spoke 
of disease threats at
Pulse Days 2005 in
Saskatoon.
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have also been unique. The 2002 and 2003 
seasons were drier than normal and disease
issues were put on the back burner – except
for a few that could still prevail under dry
conditions, such as ascochyta blight in 
chickpea, root rots of lentil, and powdery
mildew in field pea.

“New” Diseases to Watch For
The following diseases are the most important
new (or at least new to us) disease threats on
the horizon.

Stemphylium blight of lentil caused by
the fungal pathogen, Stemphylium botryosum,
has been occurring more frequently in recent
years and was quite common in 2004 as a
result of the cool, moist conditions and dense
canopies. The leaf spots led to premature
leaflet drop on the lower stems. Little is
known about the impact of stemphylium on
lentil development and yield, nor about its
spread and the conditions that favour it.
Symptoms of stemphylium are similar to
ascochyta blight and may often be misdiag-
nosed. Research is currently underway to look
at the biology of the stemphylium pathogen,
how the various cultivars respond to infec-
tion, and the effectiveness of foliar fungicides.
Another leaf disease with symptoms similar to
ascochyta blight of lentil is septoria leaf spot.
No research is currently underway on this
pathogen. The provincial Crop Protection Lab
can help confirm which pathogens are present.

Fusarium root rot of lentil and other
pulses has been observed with increasing fre-
quency in recent years, especially during dry
conditions when the root systems are
stressed. Soil-borne pathogens such as
Fusarium, Rhizoctonia, and Pythium can attack
plants at any growth stage, causing seed rot,
seedling blight and root rot. Of these
pathogens, Fusarium is the one of most con-
cern since some of the species are responsible
for the important cereal disease: fusarium
head blight. Research has found that some
Fusarium species, in particular F. poae, F. ave-
naceum and F. graminearum, can be isolated
from non-cereal roots such as pulses and
oilseeds. Hence, crop rotation will not be an
effective way of reducing Fusarium in the soil.
More work needs to be completed on the
importance of this pathogen on pulse produc-
tion and whether seed-infection plays a role.

Sclerotinia stem and pod rot, also known
as white mould, is not really a new disease to

Saskatchewan. The pathogen (Sclerotinia scle-
rotiorum) has a wide host range, including
pulses, canola, sunflower, and forage legumes
– basically all non-cereal crops common in
crop rotations on the prairies. Even though
we tend to forget about sclerotinia in the dry
years, it reminds us of its presence in the wet
years. Unfortunately, sclerotinia is difficult to
control because of its wide host range, ability
of the fungal bodies to remain in the soil for
years, and far-travelling spores. The good
news is that we now have a foliar fungicide
registered for use in pulse crops, with more
fungicides on the horizon. More research into
sclerotinia forecasting and the best timing for
application is still necessary. In 2004, sclero-
tinia was damaging to lentil and bean crops,
but was also found in chickpea and field pea.

Bacterial wilt of bean (Curtobacterium
flaccumfaciens pv. flaccumfaciens) has been
found in Alberta and research is now under-
way on this new pathogen. Although bean pro-

primed for growth

Stemphylium blight on lentil was
quite common in 2004.
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duction in Saskatchewan is still limited, this
could be a disease of concern for the future.

Another potential disease threat is soy-
bean rust, even though our soybean acres are
very small, it is a disease that Manitoba is
watching out for. Furthermore, some disease
pathogens and nematodes, although insignifi-
cant to pulse production in Canada, may
serve as barriers when it comes to exporting
pulse seed to other countries.

Diseases of Less Importance
Although the following diseases may be of
interest to pathologists and researchers, they
are more likely an anomaly of the season
and/or not a threat to production. Downy
mildew of pea and lentil (caused by
Peronospora spp.) is very different than the
more common powdery mildew (caused by
Erysiphe polygoni). It is favoured by cool,
moist conditions, so it is typically only present
early in the growing season. Secondly, downy

mildew sporulation is greyish brown in colour
and is present on the underside of leaves,
whereas powdery mildew is more white in
colour and primarily attacks the upper leaf
surface. Downy mildew was not found at a
high incidence and a more normal (dry, warm)
season in 2005 would once more remove it
from the radar screen.

Another unique disease in 2004 was
anthracnose in peas (yes, it’s not just in
lentils!) found primarily in the north-central
region of the province. Anthracnose of pea is
rare and not likely to develop into a major
pest in the future. Field pea canopies were
very dense in 2004 and also suffered from
ascochyta foot rot as well as ascochyta leaf
spot. Although such severe ascochyta levels
as seen in 2004 are unusual, remember that
there will be abundant disease inoculum on
pea residue and on seed. Be especially diligent
in seed selection, seed treatment, crop rota-
tion and field scouting in field pea this coming
season.

Pink seed of pulse crops is caused by a
bacterium, Erwinia rhapontici. Although pink
seed has been observed on pea and lentil spo-
radically for a number of years, it has recently
been given more attention. Recent research
has shown that the bacterium can infect weak
or injured plants at seed set, leading to seed
infection and poor seedling establishment the
following season. Although the shrunken,
pink-stained seed can result in dockage during
seed cleaning and grading, it is not considered
to be of great economic importance in the field.

Bacterial blights (Psuedomonas syringae
and Xanthomonas campestris pathovars) occa-
sionally occur on beans and peas produced in
Saskatchewan, especially when grown under
irrigation. For the most part, bacterial blights
are not considered to be of economic impor-
tance except for concerns regarding the export
of infected seed. Bacterial blights are con-
trolled using genetic resistance, clean seed,
and copper-based fungicides. Viral diseases
occur occasionally in pulses on the prairies
and are rarely of economic importance.

Remember The Success Stories
So although new diseases may be daunting,
we can look at the success stories and learn
from them. Growers, industry, researchers and
government have been responding to change:
• The Crop Development Centre at the

University of Saskatchewan has taken the lead

primed for growth
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in developing pulse varieties with improved
agronomic traits and disease resistance.

• Researchers have been working on under-
standing how diseases develop and spread,
improving fungicide application timing and
technology, and agronomic practices to
lower disease risk.

• Industry has also been responding by creat-
ing safe, effective and diverse fungicide
chemistries. Five years ago, there were limit-
ed seed treatments and foliar fungicides
available to pulse growers, but now there
are at least eight seed treatments and six
foliar fungicides registered for pulse crops.

• Government helps fund research projects
through the Agriculture Research Fund
(ADF); as well, government specialists have
been part of teams to help get production
information out to farmers. An example of
this is the development of the CD-ROM
“Management of Ascochyta Blight of
Chickpea in Saskatchewan” (for more infor-
mation, call 306-787-5297).

• Of course, the cornerstone contributors to
these success stories are experienced pulse
farmers who are willing to take a risk,
whether it is in trying new crops or new con-
trol techniques. Saskatchewan Pulse
Growers is a leading organization when it
comes to supporting research and promot-
ing crop diversification.

Remember The Lessons You’ve Learned
Growers are the pioneers in pulse production.
As new frontiers are met, new diseases and
new lessons can be expected. For example, a
long crop rotation (at least 3 years) between
the same type of pulse crop is necessary to
allow for the breakdown of old residue on
which disease pathogens survive. This has
been especially important for ascochyta blight
in chickpea and anthracnose in lentil.

Another lesson is to rotate fungicides
with different chemistries when multiple fun-
gicide applications need to be made. Recent

research has found that an isolate of
Ascochyta rabiei has resistance to a fungicide
in the strobilurin chemistry group. The risk 
of developing resistance has been high for
ascochyta blight in chickpea because of the
multiple uses of strobiluron fungicides, as 
well as the genetic diversity of the pathogen.
Make sure you use different fungicide
chemistries to prevent a resistant pathogen
population and to prolong the effectiveness 
of the strobiluron products.

For growers in canola and pea growing
regions, you are already aware of sclerotinia
stem rot. With the expansion of red lentils
into these regions, there is an increased risk
of developing sclerotinia. Make sure you are
using good crop rotation, field scouting and
fungicides on your farm.

Proper timing of foliar fungicides.
Anthracnose in lentil and ascochyta blights 
in all pulses were at low risk early last year.
However, July temperatures were warm and
the crops responded by rapid vegetative
growth. Once the canopy closes in and 
creates a humid environment underneath for
disease development, it is virtually impossible
to get foliar fungicides down through the
canopy where they need to be to protect 
the crop. Another lesson regarding timing of
fungicides is to make sure they are applied
before rain events to be most effective. Crop
scouting is key.

Conclusion
Being asked to forecast upcoming disease
threats is a bit like trying to predict when 
the Roughriders will win the Grey Cup! My
predictions will not necessarily come true 
and I may have overlooked some serious 
disease threats. Hopefully, I have erred on 
the side of caution and new diseases will not
be limited to pulse production.

Regardless, Saskatchewan farmers and
their producer organizations have proven to
be highly adaptable. Sometimes it may seem
like the speed of change and new research is 
a slow-moving giant, but it is a powerful one
and we do have success stories – keep that 
in mind and look forward to upcoming 
challenges.

Penny Pearse is the Provincial Plant Disease Specialist
with Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food and Rural
Revitalization in Regina. For more information, contact
Penny at ppearse@agr.gov.sk.ca .

primed for growth
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In a perfect world, trade between
nations would be a win-win business arrange-
ment: you buy my wheat and I will buy your
cars. In the real world, both nations are likely
to produce both wheat and cars. That is why
an alternative definition of trade between
nations is usually something resulting in win-
ners and “workers with new opportunities,” a
polite way of saying someone is going to lose.
No wonder international trade reform can be a
long and arduous task. Governments don’t
want their citizens to end up on the ‘new
opportunities’ side of the ledger.

Agriculture is fertile ground to cover
when looking for types of trade barriers. Short
of an outright ban on imports, the trade barri-
er of choice in most countries is high tariffs. A
country might allow the unrestricted import
of lentils so long as a high import duty is paid.
A variation of this is a country having a tariff
rate quota where a specified tonnage is
allowed in duty-free (or at a reduced tariff)
but once the quota is filled, a high tariff is
applied to additional imports. Japan’s pulse
imports are a good example. Their pulse
import quota of 120,000 tonnes is divided
between more than seventy members of the
Japan Pea and Bean Importers Association.
Within the quota, peas and beans are subject
to a tariff of 10%. Anyone importing over the
quota tonnage has a tariff applied of 417

yen/kg or about US$1.80 per pound. Since the
quota is filled with pulses for human con-
sumption, feed pea exports to Japan under
the current policies will never happen.

The trade discussions taking place
between countries that are members of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) are trying to
find ways to reduce or eliminate tariffs and
eliminate quotas on tariff-free access or at
least increase quota limits. Other areas of 
discussion at the WTO include reduction and
elimination of trade-distorting production and

Trading pulses
in today’s global
economy is an
obstacle course
requiring careful
navigation.

pulse canada report
by Gordon Bacon

in briefThe 
Evolution of
Trade Barriers

Sometimes just the 
suggestion of risk is
enough to block trade.
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export subsidies. Check the website
www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/psd/Pulses.htm for
more on the US Farm Bill support for pulse
production. However, if they are bent on pro-
tectionism, even nations or industries that are
reined in through WTO trade reform can still
find ways to evolve into new protectionist ani-
mals. The pulse industry and other areas of
agriculture are dealing with these resilient
beasts.

The new generation of trade barriers
often gravitates to food safety claims.
Sanitary/phytosanitary (SPS) issues deal with
things like chemical residues, contamination
with organisms that are harmful to people or
the environment or presence of something
that hasn’t been proven to be safe. There is a
potential for risk in many things and today’s
citizens expect their governments to protect
them from risk. Raising the issue of an SPS
risk, or even a potential for risk, can put
exports on hold until the risk is assessed.

Many SPS issues can be very serious.
With people and products coming to Canada
from parts of the world that have pests not
found in Canada, vigilance is needed to keep
foreign pests from becoming established in
Canada. Other countries are also vigilant.
However, using SPS issues to ban imports is
an area that needs to be based on rules every
bit as much as export subsidies or import

quotas. Capitalizing on the fear of the
unknown – the potential for risk – is a power-
ful tool that can easily be abused as a weapon
to block trade.

One of the biggest challenges is identify-
ing a genuine threat. If SPS claims that stop
exports are made against Canadian pulses, a
lot of questions need to be answered. What
was found, what methods were used to detect
it, where did the cargo originate, what are the
Canadian limits for the material found and
from the exporter’s perspective, what needs
to be done to have the cargo released?

Pulse Canada has worked on several
cases in the last two years where the claims
made against Canadian exports were without
merit. Elm tree fungicide (injected into the
roots) found in lentils from Saskatchewan?
Chemical to control mites not associated with
pulses (with a chemical not even registered in
Canada)? Once a health scare is raised, the
cargo is impounded and costs rise on storage
and container demurrage and the buyer starts
looking at getting out of a contract.

There are several market access problems
early in 2005.
• Canada has been found to have a nematode

that has not been found in India.
• Canada has the Hessian fly, a pest not found

in Korea.

These issues are real, so the focus is on 
finding an acceptable treatment.

• Algeria has blocked shipments of Canadian
lentils over a quality concern that has been
tough to nail down.

• Access was blocked in another country
where cooking times were an issue.

• Europe is changing pesticide residue limits
that may impact production of some pulses.

In each case, Pulse Canada works with
Government of Canada and with Embassy staff
to sort through the issue, determine whether
the claim can be supported and look for solu-
tions that are acceptable for the industry. Like
other areas that need international agreement
such as the WTO, progress is often slow. As a
trading nation, Canadians have a lot riding on
a successful outcome.

Gordon Bacon is the CEO of Pulse Canada, the national
industry association representing grower groups and
the trade across Canada. For more information, see
www.pulsecanada.com or call (204) 925-4453.

pulse canada report

How Safe is Safe Enough?
Food safety is a challenging area for consumers and regulators. We live in an era
where government regulators have the responsibility to ensure that consumers have
absolute safety. But how far do regulators have to go to ensure the safety of citizens?
A recent issue of Food Insight magazine noted a potential consumer alert:

Dihydrogen monoxide causes major risks! Accidental inhalation of it can be
lethal. It can cause excessive sweating and vomiting, and even severe burns 
in its gaseous state. It is a major component of acid rain, it contributes to 
soil erosion, and it decreases the effectiveness of automobile brakes.

Sounds serious, doesn’t it? But look deeper. Dihydrogen monoxide (H20) is actually
water. Should we ban this substance? This hypothetical warning shows how easily
alarms can be raised. And in today’s health-conscious, risk-averse society, regulators
spend a lot of time trying to account for all kinds of risks. One pulse grower has been
heard to say that he fears the day that someone falls off the toilet and does serious
damage when they hit their head on the tub. No doubt, he theorizes, this will lead 
government regulators to pass laws requiring the use of seat belts and toilet tank
airbags to ensure that such a tragedy never happens again!

The search for absolute safety and zero risk will keep regulators employed for a 
long time. – Gordon Bacon
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Many producers in western
Canada have experienced large variations in
seed yields of field peas, lentils, and chick-
peas. This is largely due to differing weather
conditions, but to some extent, it is also due
to seeding practices being used. To maximize
your pulse yields, consider what research is
showing about the following seeding tactics.

Seeding date 
determined by soil temperatures
Long-term weather data suggest that soil tem-
peratures in regions near Swift Current reach
5°C in the morning and 12°C in the afternoon
by April 24 (Figure 1). This range of soil tem-
peratures is suitable for seedling growth of
field pea, the cool-season crop. By May 8th,
soil temperatures reach 7 to 13°C, which is
suitable for seeding lentils and desi chickpea.
Going forward to May 22, the soil tempera-
tures reach 10 to 18°C, by which time all
spring seeding work should be completed.
Seeds planted under these soil temperatures
will germinate and seedlings emerge vigorous-
ly. Research has shown that early-planted
pulses can utilize seedbed soil moisture more
efficiently, prolong the reproductive period,
and increase pod-filling rates when compared
to late-planted pulses. Consequently, early-
planted pulses increase seed yields by 8 to
37% compared to late-planted pulses.

Plant Population
Each individual plant has a limited capacity of
bearing pods or converting photosynthetic
materials into grains, regardless of growing
conditions. Seed yields on a per-acre basis
largely depend on the number of plants in that

area multiplied by the number of pods per
plant. This is why research has shown that
the seed yields of all pulses consistently rise
with increasing plant populations. Let’s take
field pea as an example (Figure 2). In wet

Pay attention 
to seeding 
this spring –
certain practises
can have a big
impact on your
pulse yields.

primed for growth
by Yantai Gan

in briefOptimizing 
Pulse Yields 
With Good 
Seeding Tactics
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years, field pea grown at a plant population of
80 plants per square meter produces nearly 
50 bushels of seed yield, which is 12 bushels
(32%) more than the yield produced by field
pea grown under the same conditions, but
with only 25 plants per square meter. In dry
years, field pea at 65 plants per square meter
produces 3 bushels (or 9%) more grains than
field pea grown at 25 plants per square meter.
We must recognize that every 100 seeds 
planted will produce only 60 to 75 viable
plants and the rest of the seeds that were
planted will not likely produce viable plants.
Therefore, it is essential that an additional 
25 to 40% of seeds, depending on seedbed
conditions and seed vigour, should be included
when calculating the volume of seeds to be
used per acre.

Depth Control
Pulse seeds planted at a shallow and uniform
depth will emerge more quickly and evenly,
mature faster, and produce higher yields. With
lentils, yield can be increased up to 15% with
1⁄2 to 1 inch seeding depth instead of a depth of
2 inches. For pea and chickpea however, a lit-
tle deeper seeding is required because these
large-sized peas need to soak in a fair amount
of soil water for germination. An ideal depth
for field pea and chickpea is 1.5 inches, and
could be as deep as 2.5 inches if the seedbed
surface is dry. This is in contrast with small-
seeded crops such as canola and mustard,
which should never be seeded more than 1
inch deep, regardless of soil moisture. Small
seeds like canola or mustard have limited
energy within the seed cotyledons. When
seeded deep, the energy of the seed will be
exhausted before the emerging seedlings push
through the soil surface. Uniform depth is
essential for pulse crops. A non-uniform depth

will give rise to non-uniform plant architecture
where the shallow-seeded seedlings emerge
several days faster and compete with the
slower emerging, deep seeded plants for
water, light and soil nutrients. This leads to
significant plant-to-plant variation within the
plant community. As a result, non-uniformly
seeded crops will produce a low seed yield.

Inoculation
Pulse crops have the ability to fix nitrogen
(N2) from the atmosphere. In fields where
indigenous rhizobial populations are low or
lacking, rhizobial inoculants are needed to
ensure effective symbiosis for N2 fixation.
Experiments conducted at SPARC have shown
that the use of inoculants consistently increas-
es seed yields for lentils, peas, and chickpeas.

For example, inoculated lentil increased
seed yield by 29% averaged across six site-
years in southwest Saskatchewan, compared
to non-inoculated checks (Table 1). Responses
of lentils to inoculants were stronger when 
the crop is grown on heavy clay soils (such 
as soils near Stewart Valley) than on the silt
loam at Swift Current. The use of inoculants
increased the seed yield of lentil by an 
average of 7% on the silt loam, while it
increased nearly 50% seed yield on the 
heavy clay. Granular soil-applied inoculants
perform superior to seed-applied inoculants,
particularly on the heavy clay where granular 
inoculants increased lentil seed yield by 
21% over seed-applied peat inoculant. 
Heavy clay has greater water-holding capacity
that permits better root development and 
rhizobium colonization. When facing stressful
conditions like drought, the survival of
Rhizobium in fine-textured soil will be 
greater than that in coarse-textured soils.
Soils with fine texture contain more 
substrates that can increase the rate of 
diffusion of substrate to the cell. It is strongly
recommended that inoculants should be
applied to all pulses every year. Even if a
pulse crop had been grown on the field in 
previous years, the residual rhizobium left 
in the field is either insufficient to promote
effective N-fixation or functional activity of 
the rhizobium is usually low.

primed for growth

Dr. Yantai Gan is an Alternative Crops Agronomist at 
the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada research station
(SPARC) in Swift Current, SK. For more information, 
contact him at gan@agr.gc.ca.

Table 1: Effect of rhizobial inoculants on seed yields of lentils grown on silt-loam and heavy-clay soils
in southwest Saskatchewan. Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Loam soil Clay soil

No No
Year rhizobium Peat Granules rhizobium Peat Granules

lb/ac

Wet 1,740 1,740 1,760 1,360 1,630 1,880

Normal 1,014 1,080 1,120 690 1,050 1,090

Dry 250 345 386 210 477 656

% increase from 
no-rhizobium check 1,001 5.4% 8.8% 753 39% 61%
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The 2005 crop season is almost
upon us and it is time to work on our market-
ing approach to next year’s crop. Establishing
the general stage for pulses is a good starting
point.

As we all know, after the dust settled on 
a very difficult fall last year, the tonnages 
harvested were quite good. Available pulse
supplies were up by 37 percent over the 
previous year. And, in spite of a reasonably
good export tonnage in historic terms, ending
stocks will be up almost threefold at the end
of the 2004-05 crop year. This will be a burden
to carry forward into next year, and has been
well noted by customers around the world.
Projected seeded pulse acres in Canada will
stay relatively high due to the lack of prof-
itable crop alternatives. This means that basis
average yields next year, the total available
supply of the 2005 pulse crop, will exceed 
that of last year.

So our overall attitude towards marketing
next year’s peas and lentils may be one of cau-
tion, where prices that yield a positive return
per acre should not be passed up lightly in
favour of speculating for richer returns.
However, the specific export outlook by crop
deserves attention as well.

Peas
Pea production by the world’s major produc-
ers last year was close to 9 million mt. And
although production this year by the same
producers is forecast to be about 13 percent
lower, the overall supply situation, including
carryout, is not tight. 

There are a 
few bright spots,
but high carry-
outs in both
peas and lentils
will make it 
difficult to 
create a tight
supply situation.

Market Outlook
for Peas and
Lentils

in brief

Market Muse

Marlene Boersch

Table 1: Canadian pulse summary 
(peas, lentils, beans, chickpeas)

Based on Stats. Canada Data, 24/01/06; Projection by Mercantile

2005/06
2003/04 2004/05 (projected)

Production 3,068 4,570 4,115

Available Supply 3,538 4,863 4,990

Exports 2,103 2,590 2,720

Domestic Usage 1,229 1,463 1,495

Ending Stocks 293 875 815

*All numbers measured in 1,000 MT
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The same scenario is true for the
Canadian production situation: A small
decrease in acreage and a return to average
yields will barely outweigh the added burden
of last year’s carryout.

Given that, will the demand-side for peas
create enough momentum to pull prices up?
Exports for edible peas are expected to
improve from this year’s performance.
Bangladesh and China have been positive 
factors this year, and there is every reason to
expect that we can further expand tonnages
to these destinations this year. India has been
a disappointment for edible pea exports this
year, but given that I believe their moisture
situation may not be as good as many seem to
think, Canada may export significantly more
peas to this important destination next season.

A comment about freight rates and their
effect on the pea markets: ocean freight rates
especially have remained strong over the past
year, and will probably remain so into next
year. This has been very detrimental to
Canadian pea exports in a number of ways.
(a) It makes it harder to compete with other

exporters that are closer to the target mar-
kets, namely Australia in to the Pacific Rim.

(b) It dilutes the demand-inducing effect of
lower prices to the consumers in the
import countries. For example, significant-
ly higher freight rates to the Pacific Rim
have eaten up the price reductions that
Canadian farmers have seen, and buyers
in India have therefore not been able to
respond to lower price signals by increas-
ing demand. The same is true for feed
peas into Europe.

Feed peas: Only a short time ago, I would
have said that the export outlook is not as
positive for feed peas as for edible peas,
because the world coarse grain production of
close to 1 billion mt continues to weigh on the
feed grains sector. However, recent increases
in value of soybean, soybean meal, and to
European wheat values are a very positive
development that may signal a key reversal in
the markets. Also, the expected reduction of
EU wheat and barley production by 6.3 million
mt is a positive factor. If the mid to late
February developments in the soybean, corn,
and wheat markets are not a false rally, feed
pea exports may develop much more positive-
ly than was projected earlier. If the rallies
hold, they will also increase domestic feed
pea sales into both western and eastern
Canada.

To create a viable demand pull situation,
and to reverse the price trend we have experi-
enced for peas over the past year, the market-
place in Canada needs both the edible and
feed pea markets to work in concert. A rever-
sal in the feed pea markets may just make this
scenario possible!

One quick word on green peas: Green
peas can significantly outperform edible yel-
low peas price-wise when bleaching problems
restrict good quality supplies. However, the
market for green peas is mostly restricted to
South America, and can just as easily be over-
supplied in a low bleach year.

Where can we look for potential positive
developments in the pea markets?

Market Muse
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• World coarse grain and soybean production,
especially soybeans in South America (feed
peas)

• The positive developments in the
soybean/soybean meal futures markets.

• Effect of the EU CAP reform on European pulse
acres (feed peas and edible peas/ lentils)

• Value of the Euro in USD (feed peas)
• Indian and Australian moisture situation and

crop development (edible peas)

Lentils
Like peas, the world lentil production last year
was unusually high due to good yields almost
everywhere. Production is expected to fall this
year by about 3.5 percent, assuming average
yields. Given the carryout, that will not be
enough to create a tight supply situation. 

Similarly, Canadian production is expect-
ed to be lower by 10-15 percent, but this
year’s carryout will more than compensate for
that. However, one point to keep in mind
about this year’s carryout is that most of it
will be in lower grades. So the overall quality
of the next crop will determine the value of
the carryout.

Last year’s exports were disappointing.
This was partially due to the quality we had
available. Not surprisingly, our best export
region was South America because they can
handle lower grades and respond to price
incentives. Exports to the Pacific Rim and to
North Africa were disappointing. In addition
to the difficulties due to quality, the high
freight rates relative to those of closer com-
petitors, and the lack of CIF price incentives
cited above were problematic to Canadian

exporters. Non-tariff trade barriers also still
plague our pulse exports into Asia, the
Mediterranean and North Africa, in spite of
Pulse Canada’s best efforts. (see page 9)

For the coming year, we will maintain
good export volumes into South America, 
and it should be possible to improve export 
tonnage to both the Pacific Rim and to North
Africa and the Middle East. This is especially
true for red lentil, where our current market
shares are much smaller than for green lentil.
However, Canada will not be able to eliminate
last year’s carryout. This again means that it
will be prudent to take a conservative market-
ing approach: Sell when prices work for you. 

Key factors to watch for potentially posi-
tive developments in the lentil markets:
• Indian and Australian moisture situation and

crop development
• Demand level from the Indian Sub-continent
• Demand level from North Africa/ Middle East
• Freight rate developments

Finally, it usually looks most grim before
the turn-around. For example, we have just
experienced a terrific run in the soybean, soy-
bean meal and corn markets, which may mark
a key reversal in the markets. These positive
price developments will definitely lend support
to the pea markets. We might also see evidence
of these developments in other markets.

Good luck for spring seeding!

Market Muse

Marlene Boersch is a partner in Mercantile Consulting
Venture based in Winnipeg, MB. She was a popular
speaker at the regional pulse meetings this winter. For
more information, please contact mboersch@mts.net.
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Toll-free: 866-373-2972      e-mail:info@nexusag.com      www.nexusag.com

WEED and FEED
Foliar Feed Peas with

YIELD MAX *
(18-20-20 + micros)

applied with herbicide

Great YIELD INCREASES over four years of field trials.
Call for details!

*YIELD MAX is a registered trademark of Nexus Ag
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Pulse Companies: Buyers – Processors – Brokers
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Saskatchewan Pulse Growers makes no claim as to the reliability of the companies listed here. It is the personal responsibility of growers to satisfy 
themselves that any company they deal with is financially sound. Some of the companies on this list are registered with the Canadian Grain Commission,
and some are not. Some companies do not need to be registered themselves as they are acting as agents for other companies.

Please take the time to ensure you’re dealing with a reliable company. Ask questions of the company. Ask for references. Contact the Canadian Grain
Commission to ask about licensing and security. See www.grainscanada.gc.ca or call (800) 853-6705 or (306) 780-5035 in Saskatchewan.

Note: For the purposes of this list, “Broker” refers to companies that arrange transactions between buyers and sellers, usually without taking possession
of the crop. “Processors” are companies that handle and process the crop; they may or may not be acting as agents for other companies. “SPG Buyers”
refers to companies that have registered with SPG to deduct and remit the pulse checkoff; it does not imply endorsement.

Y Agricom International Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ 604-983-6922 North Vancouver, BC www.agricom.com

Y Y Agricore United — Beans & Special Crops ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 403-382-3400 Lethbridge, AB 1-888-442-8398

Y Y Agricore United — Dry Bean ◆ 403-223-2772 Taber, AB www.agricoreunited.com

Y Agricore United — Head Office ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-944-5411 Winnipeg, MB www.agricoreunited.com

Y Y Agricore United — SK Special Crops ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-751-4920 Regina, SK www.agricoreunited.com

Y Y Agricore United — SK Special Crops ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-343-5079 Saskatoon, SK www.agricoreunited.com

Y Y Agtech Processors Inc. ◆ 306-721-5171 Regina, SK 1-800-667-7778

Y Aldor Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-574-2167 Tyner, SK

Y Anderson Seed Cleaning ◆ ◆ 306-296-4545 Frontier, SK

Y Annand Agro Services ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-354-7675 Mossbank, SK annand.ag@sasktel.net

Y Baxter Seed Cleaning ◆ ◆ 306-862-5723 Codette, SK

Y Baxter Seed Farm ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-445-5414 North Battleford, SK

Y Beeler Seeds ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-528-2128 Nokomis, SK www.geocities.com/beeler_seeds

Y Behnke Seed Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-336-2655 Lipton, SK

Y Beld Enterprises ◆ 306-547-4664 Preeceville, SK

Y Y Belle Pulses Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-423-5202 Bellevue, SK bpl_bpl@qlo.com

Y Bergstrom Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-573-4625 Birsay, SK bergstromfarms@sasktel.net

Y Y Best Cooking Pulses Inc. ◆ 306-586-7111 Rowatt, SK www.bestcookingpulses.com

Y Big Sky Farms Inc. ◆ 306-682-5041 Humboldt, SK www.bigsky.sk.ca

Y Y Blue Hills Processors Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-868-4488 Avonlea, SK www.bhpl.ca

Y Y Boersch Farms ◆ 306-695-2693 Indian Head SK www.boerschfarms.com

Y Y Bornhorst Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-366-2158 St. Gregor, SK bbornhorst@sasktel.net

Y Boyes Seeds ◆ 306-327-4782 Kelvington, SK

Y Y Brett-Young Seeds Limited Partnership ◆ 800-468-6509 Gilbert Plains, MB www.byseeds.com

Y C. B. Constantini Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-373-9730 Saskatoon, SK lyn.mcmillan@cbconstantini.com

Y C. B. Constantini Ltd. ◆ ◆ 604-669-1212 Vancouver, BC michaelchong@cbconstantini.com

Y Calwell Seeds & Cleaning Ltd. ◆ 306-378-4173 Elrose, SK

Y Canary Island Seed Associates Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306 885 4444 Sedley, SK sedleyseeds@cableregina.com

Y Canora District Seed Cleaning ◆ 306-563-4303 Canora, SK

Y Y Canpulse Foods ◆ 306-463-4444 Kindersley, SK canpulsekindersley@sasktel.net

Y Cargill Limited ◆ 204-947-0141 Winnipeg, MB www.cargill.ca

Y Cargill Animal Nutrition ◆ ◆ ◆ 403-329-4462 Lethbridge, AB monica_higgins@cargill.com

Y Ceylon Pulse Plus ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-454-2245 Ceylon, SK

Y CGF Brokerage & Consulting ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-244-1124 Saskatoon, SK www.cgfbrokerage.com

Y Clancy Seeds ◆ 306-768-3566 Carrot River, SK

Y Community Pork Ventures Inc. ◆ 306-566-6200 Regina, SK www.communitypork.com

Y Conagra Grain Canada ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-925-5566 Winnipeg, MB www.conagra.com

Y Conida Seed Co. ◆ 208-829-5411 Hazelton, ID  USA cbarlow@trinidadbenham.com

Y Y Copeland Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-378-2286 Rosetown, SK copeland.seeds@sasktel.net
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Pulse Companies: Buyers – Processors – Brokers

Y C-Shore International Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 818-909-4684 Glendale, CA www.beantrader.com

Y Cut Knife & District Seed Cleaning ◆ ◆ 306-398-4740 Cutknife, SK

Y Danielson, Lionel ◆ 306-594-2173 Norquay, SK

Y Dartmore Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-862-5015 Aylsham, SK dartmorecw@sasktel.net

Y Dell Seeds ◆ ◆ 306-554-3117 Dafoe, SK dennisdell@hotmail.com

Y Y Delmar Commodities Ltd. ◆ ◆ 204-331-3696 Winkler, MB www.delmarcommodities.com

Y Delorme Seeds ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-642-5793 Assiniboia, SK gdelome@sasktel.net

Y Y Diefenbaker Seed Processors Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306 644-4704 Elbow, SK lionelector.stulor@sasktel.net

Y Epp’s Farm Service ◆ ◆ 306-223-4377 Laird, SK

Y Eskdale Seed Farm Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-675-2222 Leross, SK

Y Export Packers Company Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 905-792-9700 Brampton, ON www.exportpackers.com

Y Farley Seeds ◆ 306-757-7223 Regina, SK

Y Fast Seed Farm ◆ ◆ 306-463-3626 Kindersley, SK wl.fast@sasktel.net

Y Ferndale Seed Farms ◆ ◆ 306-645-4423 Rocanville, SK djwoods2002@hotmail.com

Y Y Fill-More Seeds Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-722-3353 Fillmore, SK www.fillmoreseeds.com

Y Y Finora Inc. - Assiniboia ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-642-5920 Assiniboia, SK assiniboia@finora.com

Y Y Finora Inc. - Wilkie ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-843-2507 Wilkie, SK wilkie@finora.com

Y Y Finora Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 604-597-5060 Surrey, BC finora@istar.ca

Y Flaxcombe Seed Processors ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-463-3730 Flaxcombe, SK dean.francisco@sasktel.net

Y Fraser Seeds ◆ 306-745-3830 Yarbo, SK

Y Fraser’s Seed Farm Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-895-2042 Paynton, SK

Y Geddes Seeds and Processing Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-895-4307 Paynton, SK

Y GH Schweitzer Enterprises Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-962-4751 Eston, SK www.schweitzer.sk.ca

Y Gilchrist Seed Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-882-2901 Rosetown, SK

Y Grainex International Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 604-535-9794 Surrey, BC tim@grainexcan.com

Y Great Sandhills Terminal Marketing Centre ◆ 306-628-4452 Leader, SK gary.lang@gst.ca

Y Great Western Grain Company Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-825-4344 Lloydminster, SK bob@greatwesterngrain.ca

Y Greenleaf Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-873-4261 Tisdale, SK

Y Greenshields Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-524-2155 Semans, SK ggreenshields@sasktel.net

Y Grupo Canada ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-478-1727 Winnipeg, MB www.grupocanada.com

Y Hanmer Seeds ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-484-4327 Govan, SK www.lentilscanada.com

Y Heenan Agri Ltd. ◆ 306-522-9375 Regina, SK heenanegriltd@imagewireless.ca

Y Hetland Seeds ◆ ◆ 306-874-5694 Naicam, SK www.hetlandseeds.com

Y Y Horizon Agro Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-746-2026 Morris, MB www.horizonagro.com

Y Y Horizon Seed Processors ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-253-4233 Aberdeen, SK horizon.seed@sasktel.net

Y HWY. 26 Cooperative Seed Cleaning ◆ ◆ 306-397-2353 Edam, SK

Y IT&T Trading Inc. ◆◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 604-681-8675 Vancouver, BC itakagi@itttrading.com

Y James Richardson International Ltd. ◆ ◆ 204-934-5621 Winnipeg, MB

Y Je-Jo Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-342-2058 Glaslyn, SK jejofarms@sasktel.net

Y JLS Perault Farms Ltd. ◆ 306-275-2237 St. Brieux, SK jlsperault.farms@sasktel.net

Y Y Kalshea Trading International Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-737-2400 Altona, MB kalshea_trading@hotmail.com

Y Y Keg Agro Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-867-8667 Outlook, SK gcarlson@sasktel.net

Y Y Keyser Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-723-4949 Cupar, SK keyserfarms@sasktel.net

Y Y Klempnauer Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 403-655-2420 Grassy Lake, AB www.klempnauer.ab.ca

Y Kostenuk Bros. Seeds Inc. ◆ 306-742-4545 Wroxton, SK k.kostenuk@sasktel.net

Y Kyle Seed Cleaning ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-375-2350 Kyle, SK jcarlson@sasktel.net

Y Y L. A. Grain Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 403-327-9787 Lethbridge, AB jasongetty@lagrain.ca
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Pulse Companies: Buyers – Processors – Brokers

Y Lackawanna Products Corp. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-862-6200 Nipawin, SK lackawanna@sasktel.net

Y Y Lakeside Processors Ltd. ◆ 306-554-3264 Wynyard, SK lakesideprocessors@bogend.ca

Y Lakeside Pulse & Special Crops Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-255-5550 Winnipeg, MB www.lakesidespecialcrops.com

Y Lenmar Seed Farm ◆ ◆ 306-335-2994 Lemberg, SK

Y Linear Grain Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-745-6747 Carman, MB www.lineargrain.com

Y Louis Dreyfus Canada Ltd. ◆ 403-205-3322 Calgary, AB www.louisdreyfus.ca

Y Mainline Terminal Ltd. ◆ 306-435-4905 Moosomin, SK derek.sebastian@cargill.com

Y Mainline Terminal Ltd. — Langbank ◆ 306-538-2079 Langbank, SK

Y Manitou Custom Seed Cleaning ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-259-4944 Young, SK

Y Maviga N A Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-721-8900 Regina, SK www.maviga.ca

Y Maze Seed Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-398-2637 Unity, SK mazeseeds@sasktel.net

Y Meadow Lake Co-op Seed Cleaning ◆ 306-236-4144 Meadow Lake, SK

Y Meyers Seed and Cleaning Inc. ◆ 306-929-4946 Meath Park, SK wmeyers@imagro.net

Y Mid-Sask Terminal Ltd. ◆ 306-946-2225 Watrous, SK mst@midsaskterminal.com

Y Y Naber Specialty Grains Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-752-4115 Melfort, SK nsgl@sasktel.net

Y Nelson Seed Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-825-4000 Lloydminster, SK bob@greatwesterngrain.com

Y North East Terminal Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-338-2999 Wadena, SK www.northeastterminal.com

Y North West Terminal Ltd. ◆ 306-228-3735 Unity, SK www.northwestterminal.com

Y NorthFork Seeds ◆ 306-692-1616 Marquis, SK northforkseeds@sasktel.net

Y Y Notukeu Processing Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-582-6000 Vanguard, SK www.notukeu.com

Y Nuvision Commodities Inc. ◆ 204-758-3401 St. Jean-Baptiste, MB

Y Y Oleet Processing Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-543-4777 Regina, SK clange@otfarms.ca

Y Palmier Seed Farm ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-472-3722 Lafleche, SK

Y Y Parent Seed Farm Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-737-2625 St Joseph, MB www.parentseed.com

Y Y Parkland Pulse Grain Co. Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-445-4199 North Battleford, SK parklandpulse@sasktel.net

Y Parrheim Foods ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-931-1655 Saskatoon, SK www.parrheimfoods.com

Y Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd. (Lethbridge) ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 403-320-9440 Lethbridge, AB www.parheim.mb.ca

Y Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd. (Winnipeg) ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-987-4318 Winnipeg, MB www.parheim.mb.ca

Y Pasqua Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-694-2981 Moose Jaw, SK

Y Paterson Grain, a division of Paterson Global Foods Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-956-2090 Winnipeg, MB www.pattersonglobalfoods.com

Y Peter Seed Farm ◆ 306-642-4925 Assiniboia, SK

Y Peterson Seed Farms ◆ 306-594-2355 Norquay, SK

Y Petracek Seed Farm Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-745-3829 Churchbridge, SK psf@sasktel.net

Y Pheasant Hill Seed Farm ◆ ◆ 306-333-2069 Abernethy, SK

Y Phillips Seeds Ltd. ◆ 306-873-5569 Tisdale, SK phillips.c@sasktel.net

Y Pioneer Grain Co. Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-934-5961 Winnipeg, MB www.jri.ca

Y Y Poplar Valley Organic Farm Inc. ◆ ◆ 306-767-2640 Zenon Park, SK poplarvalley@sasktel.net

Y Y Prairie Pulse Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-249-9236 Vanscoy, SK info@prairiepulse.com

Y Y Prairieland Grain Co. Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-483-3636 Hartney, MB www.prairielandgrain.com

Y Precision Ag ◆ 306-453-2255 Carlyle, SK www.precision-ag.com

Y Prime Pro Seeds International Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-296-2055 Frontier, SK www.primeproseeds.com

Y Y Pro Can Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-882-4482 Zealandia, SK procan@sasktel.net

Y Y Profood Canada Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 403-270-3700 Calgary, AB profood@shaw.ca

Y PSC Elstow Research Farm ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-373-9922 Saskatoon, SK engele@sask.usask.ca

Y Y Pulse Depot Rosetown Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-882-4440 Rosetown, SK info@pulsedepot.com

Y Y Quantum Processing Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-759-2040 Central Butte, SK quantum.processing@sasktel.net

Y Rayglen Commodities ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 800-729-4536 Saskatoon, SK www.rayglen.com
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Y Reavie’s Seed Cleaning ◆ 306-769-8866 Arborfield, SK

Y Redvers Ag & Supply Ltd. ◆ 306-452-3444 Redvers, SK redvers.agricultural@sasktel.net

Y Y Regina Seed Processors Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-586-8955 Richardson, SK

Y Y Roy Legumex Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ 204-758-3597 St. Jean-Baptiste, MB www.legumex.com

Y Y RW Organic Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-354-2660 Mossbank, SK rworganic@sasktel.net

Y Y R Young Seeds Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-355-2221 Mortlach, SK ryoungseeds.colin@sasktel.net

Y Y S. S. Johnson Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 800-363-9442 Arborg, MB www.johnsonseeds.com

Y Y Sask Wheat Pool — Seed Cleaning Plant ◆ 306-692-0671 Moose Jaw, SK merchandising@swp.com

Y Sask Wheat Pool — Special Crops ◆ ◆ 306-569-4411 Regina, SK www.swp.com

Y Y Saskcan Pulse Trading Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-525-4490 Regina, SK www.saskcan.com

Y Y Sedley Seeds ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-885-4444 Sedley, SK www.sedleyseeds.com

Y Shafer Commodities Inc. 403-328-5066 Lethbridge, AB swindjack@shafercom.com

Y Y Shamrock Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-249-4151 Saskatoon, SK bbradley@shamrockseeds.com

Y Shewchuk Seeds ◆ ◆ 306-497-2800 Krydor, SK

Y Shooters Hill Livestock Inc. ◆ 780-985-3499 Calmar, AB ayeup@telus.net

Y Silhouette Seeds ◆ ◆ 306-423-6283 Domremy, SK silhouette@sasktel.net

Y Y Simpson Seeds Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-693-2132 Moose Jaw, SK www.simpsonseeds.com

Y Y Smith Seeds ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-263-4944 Limerick, SK smith.seeds@sasktel.net

Y South West Terminal Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-672-4112 Gull Lake, SK www.swt.sk.ca

Y Y Southland Pulse Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306 634-8008 Estevan, SK southland@sasktel.net

Y Sudom Seeds ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-868-4620 Avonlea, SK b.sudom@sasktel.net

Y Sunrise Foods International Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-931-4576 Saskatoon, SK sunrise.g.neufeld@sasktel.net

Y Sunset Farms Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-626-3388 Pennant, SK

Y Y Superior Grains Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 701-965-6241 Crosby, ND les@superiorgrains.com

Y Y SW Seed Canada Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-862-4678 Nipawin, SK www.newfieldseeds.ca

Y T & E Williamson Seeds ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-582-6009 Pambrun, SK

Y Y T.W. Commodities ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-773-9748 Swift Current, SK www.twcommodities.com

Y Tanner Seeds ◆ 306-757-7012 Regina, SK

Y Terminal 22 (1998) Inc. ◆ 306-334-2222 Balcarres, SK mbratrud@t22.ca

Y Y Seedtec/Terramax ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-522-7117 Qu’Appelle, SK www.terramax.sk.ca

Y Thiel Seeds Ltd. ◆ 306-747-3947 Shellbrook, SK

Y Tomtene Seed Farm ◆ 306-749-3554 Birch Hills, SK

Y Y Tradewind Commodities Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-436-4450 Milestone, SK tradewind@sasktel.net

Y Trawin Seeds ◆ 306-752-4060 Melfort, SK

Y Valleau’s Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-277-4208 Ridgedale, SK

Y Valleyview Seed Cleaning ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-856-4445 Outlook, SK vall@sasktel.net

Y Y Van Burck Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ 306-863-4377 Star City, SK vanburckseeds@sasktel.net

Y Veikle Grain Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-398-4714 Cut Knife, SK veikle.seeds@sasktel.net

Y Y Vigro Seed & Supply (A division of Weyburn Inland Terminal) ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-885-2144 Sedley, SK vigro@wit.ca

Y Y Walker Seeds Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-873-3777 Tisdale, SK www.walkerseeds.ca

Y Wallace Enterprises Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-574-4299 Tyner, SK w.wallace@sasktel.net

Y Western Commodities Trading Inc. ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-872-2280 Spalding, SK blair.wct@sasktel.net

Y Y Western Grain Cleaning & Processing ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-657-3455 Saskatoon, SK vicki@westerngrain.com

Y Weyburn Inland Terminal Ltd. ◆ 306-842-7436 Weyburn, SK www.wit.ca

Y Y Whitewater Coulee Cleaners Ltd. ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-293-2101 Bracken, SK

Y Yanez International Commodities ◆ ◆ ◆ 306-242-1538 Saskatoon, SK www.yanezintl.com

Pulse Companies: Buyers – Processors – Brokers
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Construction of the $3 million
pulse addition to the Crop Science Field
Laboratory at the University of Saskatchewan
began in November 2004 and will be completed
this summer. The 14,000 square-foot addition
is proceeding on schedule and on budget.

SPG is leading the capital campaign to
raise funds for the project and recent support
from industry and government has been over-
whelming! The excitement started in January
at Pulse Days when BASF Canada made a
$125,000 pledge – the largest private sector
contribution to date.

“BASF is extremely proud to make this
contribution to the field lab,” said Troy Bolt,
Market Manager, Oilseeds and Pulses for
BASF. “The success of the Canadian pulse
industry depends upon continued research
and innovation in crop development. This lab
will provide the first class facilities necessary
to support these activities.”

“BASF has been and continues to be a
strong supporter of the Saskatchewan Pulse
Growers and the pulse industry,” said Dean
Corbett, Chairman of the SPG Board. “This
new facility is so important to our industry
and its future. We’re thrilled that BASF
has stepped forward to make a significant
contribution.”

Later in January, Minister Ralph Goodale
announced $750,000 in funding from Western
Economic Diversification Canada. This con-
tribution pushed the project considerably
closer towards its goal. Seventy-five percent of
the total project costs are now being met by
two Government funds – 1.5 million from the

Agri-Food Innovation Fund and
now, $750,000 from Western
Economic Diversification
Canada.

In February, Dow
AgroSciences announced a
$30,000 investment to the proj-
ect. “Dow AgroSciences is
encouraged to see this initiative
for the pulse crop industry in
Saskatchewan and is very
pleased to support this investment,” said Stan
Audette, Communications Manager with Dow
AgroSciences in Calgary.

“Dow AgroSciences has been a long term
supporter of the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers
and the pulse industry,” said Dean Corbett,
Chairman of the SPG Board. “We’re excited

The new pulse
field lab project
is proceeding 
on schedule 
and on budget.

field lab update
by Jackie Blondeau

in brief

Top: Construction 
is underway on the
14,000 square-foot 
addition.

Bottom: BASF
announced their
$125,000 contribution
at Pulse Days.

Pulse Field Lab
Project: Breaking
New Ground
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Agri-Food Innovation Fund $1,500,000

Western Economic $750,000
Diversification Canada

BASF Canada $125,000

Philom Bios Inc. $100,000

Nitragin Inc. $75,000

Bayer CropScience Inc. $50,000

Becker Underwood $50,000

Bourgault Industries Ltd. $50,000

Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc. $30,000

Ralph McKay Industries Inc. $12,500

Bourgault Tillage Tools Ltd. $10,500

Belle Pulses Ltd. $10,000

Best Cooking Pulses Inc. $10,000

E.I. DuPont Canada Company $10,000

MacDon Industries Ltd. $10,000

Saskcan Pulse Trading Inc. $10,000

Simpson Seeds Inc. $10,000

Parrheim Foods – Saskatoon

Affleck Seeds $1,000

Allan Seeds Ltd. $1,000

Germain Dauk $1,000

Lutzer-Latrace Seeds $1,000

Benson ADD Board $500

Mossbank Soil Management $500
Co-op Ltd.

Pasqua Farms Ltd. $500

A.J. Bat Inc. $100

Amberfield Farms Ltd. $100

Fast Seed Farm Ltd. $100

In kind sponsor:
Sask. Agriculture, Food & Rural Revitalization

Pledges as of $2,821,800
February 28, 2005

Additional Funds Needed $178,200

Total Capital Budger $3,000,000

Please join us in thanking these contributors 
to the Pulse Field Lab Project...

To learn more about this project or to make a pledge, please refer to our web site at www.saskpulse.com
or contact Jackie Blondeau at (306) 668-0193.



PulsePoint March 2005 25Saskatchewan Pulse Growers

that they’ve stepped forward to make this
valuable contribution. This new facility will
have a big impact on pulse research in Canada
and ultimately will benefit growers as well as
industry partners like Dow AgroSciences.”

Becker Underwood announced a $50,000
investment in the Pulse Field Lab Project in
February. “We are delighted to be part of this
significant project and to further the excellent
work and contributions made by
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers in improving the
quality and agronomic standards of these
important crops,” said Ferdie
Schneidersmann, Business Development
Manager for Becker Underwood.

The pulse industry in Saskatchewan has
grown significantly over the last twenty years
and part of this phenomenal growth can be
directly attributed to the development of tech-
nology such as the inoculants Becker
Underwood manufactures. Becker Underwood
has been a partner in the growth of the pulse
industry, and they, like other inoculant manu-
facturers, recognize the value of investing in
research to keep the industry growing.

“Becker Underwood has consistently
supported Saskatchewan Pulse Growers initia-
tives in the past and we’re pleased that
they’ve made a pledge to support the pulse
field lab project,” said Dean Corbett, Chairman
of the SPG Board.

Most recently, Ralph McKay Industries
Inc. announced a contribution of $12,500 as
well as Best Cooking Pulses Ltd. and MacDon
Industries Ltd., both with contributions of
$10,000 each. These contributions, along with
several other donations, mean that $571,800
has been raised from industry sources and 
we are within $180,000 of our goal. (see facing
page for a full list of contributors)

Impact of New Lab on Pulse Research
The new Pulse Crop Field Lab Addition will
allow existing pulse research programs at the
University of Saskatchewan to operate more
efficiently and effectively. The lab currently
suffers from insufficient space, leading to
severe bottlenecks at critical times. The new
addition will allow work to flow better
throughout the year.

“The new lab facility will really help us 
in our efforts to improve quality, disease
resistance and yield in all pulse breeding 
programs,” says Dr. Bert Vandenberg, Pulse
Breeder at the University of Saskatchewan.

“This investment will help us do our work 
better, faster and more efficiently. We intend
to generate a higher rate of return for the
pulse industry.”

The addition will also allow programs,
such as pulse breeding research, to expand.
SPG’s long-term goal is to establish two 
additional pulse breeders at the University 
of Saskatchewan, creating a combined team 
of four scientists. This type of growth is 
only possible with an expansion of the pulse
field lab. There is simply not enough space 
in the existing facility to add one more 
scientist plus associated staff, let alone 
two more scientists.

The pathology research program at the
University of Saskatchewan will also benefit,
since there is currently no space for patholo-
gy staff to work in the Crop Science Field
Laboratory. “Thanks to the field laboratory
project we will be able to move field related
research activities from our small and over-
crowded pulse crop pathology laboratory 
in the College of Agriculture closer to the
field,” says Dr. Sabine Banniza, Plant
Pathologist at the University of Saskatchewan.
“We will be able to separate so-called ‘clean’
work (work with pathogens in pure culture)
from so-called ‘dirty work’ (work with
pathogens on plants and in soil). This will
help prevent contamination problems that
have plagued us in the past.”

The new facility will also allow the pathol-
ogy program to expand and to run research
activities in a much more efficient way.
Locating the pathology laboratory and people
in the same location as other pulse research
laboratories will facilitate communication and
interaction on a day-to-day basis, which in
turn will make cross-discipline activities, in
particular between breeding and pathology,
run smoother and faster.

This expansion will have a significant
impact on the pulse research completed at
the University of Saskatchewan, which will
ultimately benefit farmers across Western
Canada. The 2003 Gray/Scott study showed
that every dollar Saskatchewan producers
invest in pulse research leads to a $15.60
return for farmers and a $31.30 return for 
the industry as a whole.

Jackie Blondeau is Special Projects Manager at
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers. Contact her by email:
jblondeau@saskpulse.com or at (306) 668-0193.

field lab update

More Info

For more information 
on the pulse field lab
project, check out 
our web site at:
www.saskpulse.com/
production/production-
capital.html
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Over 1,000 producers, industry
representatives, researchers, and others
attended Pulse Days 2005 in Saskatoon in
Jamuary, despite bitterly cold temperatures
reaching minus 35°C.

“We were quite pleased, and even a little
surprised, with the excellent turnout again
this year,” said Penny Eaton, Communications
Manager with Saskatchewan Pulse Growers. “I
think it’s a reflection of how important Pulse
Days has become as a gathering place for
everyone in the industry to do business and
talk about the future of pulses in Western
Canada and the rest of the world.”

When the final numbers were tallied, 
the conference welcomed 1,063 participants,
mostly from Saskatchewan, but also from all
over Canada, as well as guests from Pakistan,
India, the Netherlands, Australia, and Africa.
An eight-member delegation from Spain also
made the trip especially to attend Pulse Days
and investigate opportunities for collabora-
tion in pulse trade and research. “The group
from Spain represented the leaders of the
pulse industry in that country,” Eaton said. 
“It speaks well of our industry to see them
show so much interest in pulses based here 
in Saskatchewan.” Two members of the 
delegation also spoke at the conference. 
Marc Gagnon, a Trade Commissioner with the

Canadian Embassy in Spain, delivered an
overview of trends in the Spanish market,
while Paco Navarro, a broker from Valencia,
Spain, spoke to growers about the characteris-
tics he looks for when buying pulses.

The “Spotlight on Agronomy” session was
one of the most popular with producers this
year. Darren Watson, a grower from Avonlea,

Highlights 
from the biggest
pulse conference
of the year.

Many thanks to
our Platinum
Sponsors:

pulse days 2005
by Penny Eaton

photos by D. Williams Photography

in brief

Steve Allen talked about new opportunities for pulses 
in the functional food market.

Over 1,000 
Attend Pulse
Days 2005

More Info

For more information,
check www.saskpulse.com/
pulsedays for conference
information, including:

• Agenda, coference
facts

• Speaker biographies

• Conference booklet
and presentation
notes

• Speaker presentation
slides

• Video clips from the
presentations

 BECKER
UNDERWOOD®
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SK, told the crowd that “the golden rule 
for choosing the right lentil variety is to 
make money. You have to choose your 
varieties on their profit potential, and you
need to get a significant premium for any
reduction in variety performance.” Bryan
Nybo, a researcher with the Wheatland
Conservation Area, spoke about new 
harvesting techniques to improve quality.
“Alternative harvesting options offer the
advantages of faster harvest speeds, reduced
wear on equipment, and the potential to
improve seed quality issues,” he said.

Penny Pearse, SAFRR Plant Disease
Specialist, focused on disease threats for
growers in the coming season. “Good agro-
nomic practices remain the cornerstone for
disease management,” Pearse said. “This
includes long crop rotations, using quality
seed, proper timing of fungicides, and rotation
of fungicides.” (see article on page 4)

Participants reported the “Uncovering
Opportunities” session as the most “unexpect-
edly interesting” on the program this year.
Steve Allen, Vice-President of Nestlé USA,
spoke about emerging opportunities for puls-
es in the market for foods with health bene-
fits. “There is a growing opportunity for func-
tional foods,” Allen told Pulse Days, “and puls-
es in particular have a great future. He went
on to assert that “to me, the single most inter-
esting feature of pulses is their fibre con-
tent…The US Institute of Medicine estimates
that fewer than 10% of the US population is
consuming enough fibre…You have a product
here that is inherently rich in fibre and which
can satisfy a need clearly established by med-
ical experts.” Jerry Bigam, CEO of Kinnikinnick
Foods, which has successfully incorporated
pulses into their line of specialty foods, identi-
fied an additional opportunity. “As a food
manufacturer, we see exciting possibilities
with specialty pea starches,” Bigam stated.
“But we need more information about specific
functionalities. If we’re going to develop the
pulse industry, there has to be some thorough
research into exactly what benefits these
ingredients can provide.”

Rob Tisdale with Agricore United spoke of
new production and delivery contract tem-
plates that were developed through coopera-
tion of grower groups and trade representa-
tives. “In order to maximize profit opportuni-
ties for everyone, there needs to be a com-
mon understanding between growers and
dealers. If every grower and every dealer
takes the time to read and understand the
same documents, an environment of trust can
develop, and out of that, profitable and sus-
tainable businesses.”

The most consistently popular session 
at Pulse Days for the last four years has been
the Market Outlook session. Three industry
experts provided their analysis of prices and
production in the year ahead. “Expect normal
quality for the coming year with 15% of the
pea crop grading feed,” predicted Shaun
Wildman, Pulse Merchandiser with

Above: Prairieland 
was a packed house
during the Market
Outlook session at
Pulse Days this year.

Top: Darren Watson
advised producers 
to choose their 
varieties based on 
profit potential.

pulse days 2005
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pulse days 2005

Pulse Promoter of the Year:
Dr. Bert Vandenberg
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers selected the University of Saskatchewan’s Dr. Bert
Vandenberg as the BASF Pulse Promoter of the Year at the Pulse Days conference.

Dr. Vandenberg is a Professor and
Scientist at the University of
Saskatchewan’s Crop Development
Centre. He specializes in the genetics,
breeding, production and manage-
ment of pulse and special crops, but
is also a well-known authority on the
topics of market development and
research policy. As a pulse crop
breeder, Dr. Vandenberg has devel-
oped or co-developed about 50 crop
cultivars including dry bean, field pea,
lentil and chickpea. He has initiated
new breeding programs for several
new pulse crops and new market
classes. He has been involved in pulse
crop research and development for
nearly 20 years and is considered one
of the world’s foremost pulse experts
in this area.

Dr. Vandenberg thanked his team of research colleague and technicians. “It’s cer-
tainly not an individual effort, doing this kind of work,” he said. He also thanked Al
Slinkard for “the big decision to hire me in the first place” and his wife Judit and
daughter Nika for their perseverance and understanding of his many absences from
home in his dedication to this industry.

For ten years, BASF Canada has proudly sponsored this award. It is presented annu-
ally to an individual who has made an extraordinary contribution to the development
of the pulse industry.

Saskatchewan Wheat Pool. Ivan Sabourin,
President of Roy Legumex, speculated that red
lentil acres are beginning to displace the 
acres planted to small green lentils in
Saskatchewan. He also advised growers that
although Canada competes more directly with
Turkey, Mexico sets the tone in the kabuli
chickpea market. Greg Kostal, an independent
market analyst had this to say about the lentil
market: “If the price is right, product will
clear. If Canada is to export 0.6 MMT or more
lentils in 2005-2006 to support a larger crop,
prices overall will need to soften.” Kostal 
had a similar projection for peas: he forecast
similar to slightly larger acreage than last
year, but pointed to ocean freight rates, a 
high Canadian dollar and foreign import 
policies as significant challenges to reaching
higher prices in this market in 2005.

The conference ended with an inspiring
keynote presentation from Pauline Van
Roessel, a member of the Women’s 8 Rowing
Team that represented Canada at the Olympic
Games in Athens this summer. Pauline drew
parallels between the determination and 
perseverance required in farming to the 
dedication required of Olympic athletes.
“Don’t let go of your dream,” she told 
conference participants. Van Roessel gave 
up teaching to begin a rowing career and
reached her first Olympic games at age 37.

In all, conference organizers were 
very pleased with this year’s Pulse Days 
conference. Discussions are already in the
works for Pulse Days 2006, to be held 
January 9-10, 2006.

Penny Eaton is Communications Manager with
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers in Saskatoon. For more
information, contact Penny at peaton@saskpulse.com.

At Western Grain we export and we farm. As a farmer, we understand and respect the challenges of producing the commodity. 
As an exporter, we understand and respect the challenges of the world grain market.

At Western Grain we do our best to meet the challenges of the both worlds.

Western Grain is a family run company.  We believe our success is built upon the success of the farmers!

P E A S • C H I C K P E A S •    L E N T I L S    •    C A N A R Y  S E E D    • M U S TA R D • F E E D  G R A I N S • F L A X

Trade Ltd.

NORTH BATTLEFORD
Ph: (306) 445-4022  Fax: (306) 445-4033

Email: vicki@westerngrain.com

SASKATOON
Ph: (306) 657-3455  Fax: (306) 657-3450

Email: heidi@westerngrain.com
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the first class performance of                                                  

at a great economy price – 20% less than it was last year!

Bravo 500 is renowned for providing broad spectrum disease 

protection in your lentil and chickpea crops.  With its 

exclusive WeatherStik™ technology, Bravo stays on guard 

between applications to protect the yield of your pulse crops, 

helps prevent pod infections and maintains seed quality.

Your First Line of Defence

For more information, call our Customer Resource Centre at
1-87-SYNGENTA (1-877-964-3682) or visit us at www.FarmAssist.ca
® BRAVO and the Syngenta logo are registered trademarks of a Syngenta group company. 
TM WEATHERSTIK is a trademark of a Syngenta group company.  Always read and follow label directions.  
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Marketing Deal Aims to Increase Research
Revenues on Out-Of Canada Seed
Royalties for pulse crop varieties developed in
Saskatchewan but grown outside the country
should begin to flow to the University of
Saskatchewan’s Crop Development Centre
(CDC) thanks to a deal that recruits three
Canadian agents to market an additional 33
CDC pulse crop varieties internationally.

Since 1997, SPG has provided substantial fund-
ing to support the CDC breeding program. In
return, SPG receives world-wide distribution
rights to all CDC pulse crop varieties, although
SPG does not market varieties outside of
Canada. To address this, CDC and SPG have
agreed to assign international rights for 
specific varieties to seed companies to allow
royalties to be collected on pedigreed seed
sold outside Canada. The three companies
were chosen through a tendering process.

The value of U.S. trade in CDC-developed
pulse seed is still unknown. The greatest hope
is for field pea, a popular crop with American
growers, particularly in the north central and
northwestern U.S. Over time, funds generated
through the new arrangement will support fur-
ther pulse crop breeding and provide market
opportunities for Saskatchewan seed growers.
Growers who have already developed markets
for CDC varieties outside of Canada should
contact the appropriate agent.

The outside-of-Canada rights add to those pre-
viously granted for CDC pulse varieties
released in 2003 and 2004. New agreements
between the CDC and the Saskatchewan Pulse
Growers and between the CDC and the three
companies extend their international rights to
varieties developed by the CDC from 1997-
2002, inclusive. The companies are: Nodricks
Norsask Seeds Ltd. (field peas); Quality
Assured Seeds Inc. (lentils), and Canterra
Seeds Ltd. (dry beans and chickpeas).

In Canada, SPG will continue its Variety Release
Program, whereby it distributes Breeder seed
to Select growers in Saskatchewan and Alberta
on a royalty-free basis.

A full listing of CDC varieties covered under
the international marketing agreement is avail-
able online from the Crop Development Centre
at www.usask.ca/agriculture/plantsci/cdc.html
or by calling (306) 966-5855.

Info on Seed Testing Labs Now Available
Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food & Rural
Revitalization recently released an updated
list of seed testing labs in the prairies. The list
shows which tests are conducted at various
labs, including purity, germination, seedling
vigour, and disease.

Check out the SAFRR website
(www.agr.gov.sk.ca) under Crops/Pulses/
Production Information, or call the Ag
Knowledge Centre toll-free, at 1-866-457-2377.

Pulse Processing Facility 
Officially Opens At CIGI
A Pulse Processing and Specialty Milling 
facility designed to support the Canadian
pulse industry officially opened in January at
the Canadian International Grains Institute
(CIGI) in Winnipeg.

The facility will assist marketing efforts of the
Canadian pulse industry through the testing of
peas, beans, lentils and chickpeas to deter-
mine their processing and end-use characteris-
tics. It will also provide training and technical
information for customers and collaborators.

For more information about SPG activities, please call: (306) 668-5556 

e-mail: pulse@saskpulse.com, or visit our Web site: www.saskpulse.com.

On Point

News from 
and about
Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers
(SPG).

in brief

Three agents now have international marketing
rights on some CDC pulse varieties.
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For more information about SPG activities, please call: (306) 668-5556 

e-mail: pulse@saskpulse.com, or visit our Web site: www.saskpulse.com.

On Point

News from 
and about
Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers
(SPG).

in brief “We will be able to offer technical help to cus-
tomers and support the efforts of Canadian
plant breeders,” says Dr. Linda Malcolmson,
Director of Special Crops, Oilseeds and Pulses
at CIGI. “As an added value, individual compa-
nies will have the opportunity to access facili-
ties and technical expertise and to explore
specific business opportunities.”

The facility will allow for the de-hulling and
splitting of pulses which can then be tested
for recovery, colour, water hydration and
cooking properties. Pulses will be evaluated
on both a pilot scale to reflect the commercial
process, and on a laboratory scale for smaller
quantities where effects of processing condi-
tions on end-quality can be studied. Desi
chickpeas and beans will also be ground into
flour for testing in specialty end products.

“Our goal is to process pulses the same as
what is being done commercially,” says
Malcolmson. 

Funders for the new facility include SPG,
Alberta Pulse Growers, Government of
Alberta, Agriculture and Food Council
(Alberta); Manitoba Pulse Growers, Pulse
Canada, Western Economic Diversification,
Canadian Grain Commission and CIGI.

2004 Investment Tax Credit
Producers who contribute pulse checkoff 
dollars to the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers
are eligible to earn an investment tax credit
through the Scientific Research and
Experimental Development (SR&ED) program.
The tax credit is based on checkoff funds
spent on research and development that
meets specific criteria as set out by Canada
Revenue Agency. 

For the 2004 tax year, 35% of the Saskatchewan
pulse checkoff qualifies for the SR&ED tax
credit.

Producers can calculate their total checkoff
contribution by referring to their pulse sales
receipts, which show the checkoff allocation.
Of this total, 35% is eligible to earn an invest-
ment tax credit. This resulting checkoff

amount is eligible to earn investment tax 
credit at a rate of 20% for individuals and 35%
for corporate producers that are Canadian
controlled private corporations (CCPC).

To claim the tax credit on their tax returns, pro-
ducers must file a T2038(IND) for farm propri-
etorships or a T2SCH31 for farm corporations.

The investment tax credit earned may be used
as follows:
• to offset federal tax owing in the current year; 
• if no federal taxes are owing, a portion may

be refunded to you in that year if you are an
individual, or all of the credit may be refund-
ed if you are a corporation (CCPC);

• to be carried forward up to 10 years to off-
set federal tax;

• to be carried back up to 3 years to reduce
federal tax paid in those years

For more information on the process of 
claiming the tax credit, please consult your
accountant or visit the Canada Revenue 
Agency website at www.cra-arc.gc.ca/taxcredit/
sred/publications/checkoff-e.html.

This machine in the new CIGI facility is used for
dehulling and splitting crops such as yellow peas.

2004 Checkoff
Percentages
The percentages of
2004 checkoff paid by 
producers on various
Saskatchewan commodi-
ties that are eligible to
earn federal investment
tax credit are as follows:

PULSE 35%
(Saskatchewan Pulse Growers)

CANOLA 9.65%
(Saskatchewan Canola
Development Commission)

FLAX 16.55%
(Saskatchewan Flax
Development Commission)

WHEAT 83%
(Western Grains 
Research Foundation)

BARLEY 80%
(Western Grains 
Research Foundation)
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Delegates at Saskatchewan Pulse
Growers’ annual Pulse Days conference were
lucky enough to try out some delicious new
recipes using pulses. Before the conference, 
students from the Home Economics Education
and Nutrition programs at the University of
Saskatchewan and Nutrition students from McGill
University in Quebec were invited to participate
in a pulse recipe development contest. Recipes
had to include at least 250 ml (1 cup) of pulses.

Recipes were judged for flavor, texture,
appearance, and the most pleasing combination
of pulses with the other ingredients in the
recipe. A panel of Home Economists and 
consumers selected four winning recipes at
Pulse Days. This issue, we’re featuring two of
the four winners:
• Wing-Yee Fung, McGill University - Black Bean

Frittata Diamonds
• Sara Saganace and Carolyn Ens, University of

Saskatchewan - Pulse Ginger Snaps.

Taste for yourself how great pulses are. 
SPG salutes these students for creating 
delicious new ways to enjoy a truly
Saskatchewan product!

PULSE GINGER SNAPS – Sara Sagance and Carolyn Ens

500 ml (2 cups) brown sugar, firmly packed 250 ml (1 cup) butter, salted

2 eggs
125 ml (1⁄ 2 cup) molasses, cooking

10 ml (2 tsp.) cinnamon, ground 10 ml (2 tsp.) cloves, ground

10 ml (2 tsp.) ginger, ground 10 ml (2 tsp.) baking soda

750 ml (3 cups) all-purpose flour 125 ml (1⁄ 2 cup) dry chickpeas, ground and sifted

90 ml (6 tbsp.) white sugar 125 ml (1⁄ 2 cup) dry yellow split peas, ground & sifted

Preheat oven to 190°C (375°F). Cream together brown sugar and butter. Add eggs and molasses. In a separate bowl

combine all dry ingredients except sugar. Add to wet mixture one half at a time. Mix thoroughly after each addition. Place

white sugar in a shallow dish. Roll into 1.25 cm (1⁄ 2˝) balls, roll each ball in the white sugar and place 2-3 inches apart

on an un-greased cookie sheet. Dough will spread while cooking. Bake for 9 minutes. Yield: 6 dozen 5 cm (2˝) cookies.

BLACK BEAN FRITTATA DIAMONDS – Wing-Yee Fung
6 large eggs 50 ml (1⁄4 cup) milk7 ml (1 1⁄2 tsp) salt .5 ml (1⁄8 tsp) pepper1 ml (1⁄4 tsp) paprika 5 ml (1 tsp) cumin250 ml (1 cup) black beans 3 green onions125 ml (1⁄ 2 cup) red pepper, thinly sliced

Preheat oven to 180°C (350°F). Grease a 25 cm x 15 cm (10 x 6 inch) glass baking dish. In a large bowl, mix eggs,milk, salt, pepper, paprika and cumin. Whisk together until blended. Stir in black beans, red pepper, and green onions.Transfer to the greased baking dish. Bake for about 30 minutes, or until eggs are cooked through and the top is goldenbrown. Turn out onto a work surface and let cool. With a knife, trim edges of the frittata. Cut lengthwise into four 3.75 cm(1 1⁄ 2 inch strips). On a diagonal, cut 2.5 cm (1 inch) diamonds from each strip. Makes about 24 pieces.

cooking with pulses
by Penny Eaton

Tasty New Recipes
Featured at Pulse Days

Canadian 
students 
developed 
some delicious 
new pulse
recipes.

in brief

These ginger snaps were a big hit at Pulse Days 2005.

Contact Us

Have a question or an
experience cooking 
with pulses you would
like to share? Send 
your comments to
pulse@saskpulse.com.
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Dual knife system
ensures precise fertilizer

and seed placement,
maximizing agronomic

performance.

1.25” dent depth

displaced
soil

seed
fertilizer

0.75” seed depth
0.75” fertilizer to seed
vertical separation

1.5” fertilizer to seed
lateral separation

Your dependable source of transportation services

2020 Winston Park Drive  Suite 300
Oakville, Ontario  L6H 6X7  Canada

Telephone: (905) 829-5829 Fax: (905) 829-5219
Toll Free: (800) 561-8238 Email: cft@cftcorp.com

www.cftcorp.com

• Yellow and Green Peas 
• Lentils (all types) 
• Chickpeas (all types) 
• Beans (all types) 
• Canaryseed 

Buyers and Processors of:

CGC Bonded

Please call or visit our Web site for 
pricing and delivery information

www.legumex.com
250 Caron Street (Box 40), St. Jean, MB  R0G 2B0

1-800-785-7857 (toll free)

GOT A PULSE?
Since 1948 

Who needs to test seed?

…You do
Will your pulse seed stand up to the test? Lab analysis
shows the 2004 growing season has led to higher disease
levels and reduced visibility in 70% of the pulse seed this
year. Make sure you don’t plant your problems. See us
first for all your disease, vigour and germination tests.

450 Melville Street
Saskatoon, SK  S7J 4M2DISCOVERY

SEED LABS LTD.
Ph: (306) 249-4484

Fax: (306) 249-4434
E-mail: info@seedtesting.com

Translating lab analysis into producer profits
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What is seed quality?
Seed quality is very important in pulse pro-
duction since the cost of seed and potential
seed treatments are a significant part of input
costs. For the purpose of this article, “quality”
seed means no or very low infection levels of
ascochyta blight and other seed-borne dis-
eases, as well as a high rate of germination.

Planting seed that is free of ascochyta
blight and other pathogens is the primary
means to limit the introduction of the
pathogen into a field and prevent early estab-
lishment of disease. Planting infected seed
allows for an even distribution of disease
within the crop and an increased number of
initial infection sites from which the disease
will spread during subsequent rain events.
Example: ascochyta blight in chickpea. Since
there is a high rate of seed-to-seedling trans-
mission of the pathogen, even a small amount
of infected seed can result in significant
seedling infection in the field. For example,
with a 0.1 per cent ascochyta-infected seed lot
(one infected seed in 1,000 seeds), potentially
175 infected seedlings per acre could result if
planting density is 3 to 4 plants per square foot.

What is the quality of the 2004 seed?
In the 2004 growing season, crop canopies
were lush and yield potential high. However,
the cool and moist conditions resulted in
delayed crop development so that crops were
greatly impacted by the severe frosts received
on August 19 and 20. Although yields were
high and considered above average for many
crops, seed quality is considered below aver-
age. Some seed lots were exhibiting shrunken,
green, frozen, discoloured and moulded char-

acteristics. Hence, this is the season to get
your seed lot tested for quality: germination,
vigour, and level of seed-borne diseases.

Seed testing labs throughout the province
have been very busy. Labs have been reporting
much higher than normal levels of ascochyta
(Mycosphaerella pinodes) in field pea; a larger
proportion of lentil samples infected with
anthracnose (Colletotrichum truncatum); higher
levels of botrytis and sclerotinia in all pulses;
Stemphylium botryosum infection in lentils;
higher levels of Fusarium avenaceum and F.
poae in cereals; and high levels of Alternaria
infection in the brassicas. Few chickpea sam-
ples have been received, but those samples are
showing Ascochyta rabiei infection.

For past summaries of seed-borne pulse
diseases tested at provincial seed testing labs,
refer to the Canadian Plant Disease Survey
online at: www.cps-scp.ca/cpds.htm. The 2004
season has not yet been summarized since
seed samples are still being tested.

What infection levels are safe to plant?
There are no existing guidelines for ‘safe’ infec-
tion levels in seed. This decision depends on a
variety of factors affecting risk and is ultimate-
ly the farmer’s decision. Such factors include:
• The cost and availability of disease-free seed

with good germination
• The cost and availability of registered seed

treatments
• The weather conditions and disease pres-

sure typical of the region/soil climatic zone
• The type of pulse crop
• The type of disease
• Plans for infield scouting; availability and

application of foliar fungicides

Ensuring the 
use of high-
quality seed 
this spring will
pay off come
harvest time.

primed for growth
by Penny Pearse and Ray McVicar

in briefSeed Quality 
in Pulse Crops 
in 2005
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Refer to Table 1 for guidelines for planting
pulse seed with varying levels of seed-borne
pathogens.

Seed Testing
It is recommended to have seed tested at an
accredited laboratory to assess the levels 
of seed-borne pathogens. Seed testing labora-
tories can test pulse seed to determine the
level of seed-borne pathogens causing the 
diseases ascochyta, anthracnose, botrytis 
and sclerotinia. 

Testing for germination serves as an 
indication of overall seed quality. Testing 
for vigour may also be of benefit as it can
serve as an indication of how the seed would
respond in less-than-ideal growing conditions.
Preferably, buy only certified seed that has
known good quality. Keep in mind that 
certified seed, according to the federal Seeds
Act has to meet standards for germination 
and purity, not for disease. Ask to see a copy
of the seed lab report before purchasing 
the seed.

What Does a Disease Test Mean?
Remember that the sample submitted to the
lab is only a small representation of a larger
seed lot and is dependent on how the sample
was collected. Due to the statistical nature of
such a small sample, it may not accurately
quantify the disease infection. For example, a
0% seed test does not necessarily guarantee
the entire seed lot is free of disease. The per-
centage of infection tolerated is dependent on
the type of disease and pulse crop (Table 1).

The number of seeds tested affects the
accuracy of the test. For example, most pulse
seed tests use a 400-seed sample, but some-
times a 1,000-seed sample is used. When you
increase the number of seeds tested to 1,000,
it increases the probability of detecting a
smaller amount of infected seed. For example,
with chickpea, a 1,000-seed test can detect
0.1% infection (1 in 1,000), whereas a test of a
400-seed sample may have provided a 0%
infection result. Therefore, a 1,000-seed sam-
ple decreases the likelihood of getting a false
negative and increases the chance of getting a

primed for growth

Table 1: Guidelines for safe levels of infected pulse seed for planting   Please note that these guidelines are subject to change and may va

CROP DISEASE (Pathogen) and SAFE LEVEL TO PLANT

CHICKPEA ASCOCHYTA (Ascochyta rabiei)
Use seed with less than 0.3% ascochyta infection2. Even though a seed test may indicate 0% infection, the seed lot may still contain in
of ascochyta blight is high in chickpea. The disease is very aggressive and can spread quickly in a field once established and weather c
available at: www.agr.gov.sk.ca or on a CD ROM (Contact 306-787-5297)

SEED ROTS and DAMPING OFF (Pythium and Phytophthora species)
These are soil-borne diseases and not tested for at seed testing labs. The use of seed treatment is strongly recommended for kabuli va

SEED ROTS and SEEDLING BLIGHTS (Botrytis, Sclerotinia, Rhizoctonia, and Fusarium species)
These are primarily soil-borne diseases. Botrytis and sclerotinia are tested for at seed testing labs. Up to 10% infection (sclerotinia + b
in the crop if a seed treatment is not used.

LENTIL ASCOCHYTA (Ascochyta lentis)
Up to 5% ascochyta infection may be safe to plant in the brown and dark brown soil climatic zones of Saskatchewan, if weather pattern
or exceed 5%. Seed should not be planted if infection levels exceed 10%. High infection levels are usually indicative of other quality iss
of Saskatchewan.

ANTHRACNOSE (Colletotrichum truncatum)
Even though anthracnose is not considered highly seed-borne (i.e. infection levels are rarely over 1%), it is still recommended to plant s

SEED ROTS and SEEDLING BLIGHTS (Botrytis, Sclerotinia, Rhizoctonia, and Fusarium species)
These are primarily soil-borne diseases. Botrytis and sclerotinia are tested for at seed testing labs. Up to 10% infection (sclerotinia + b
in the crop if a seed treatment is not used.

FIELD PEA ASCOCHYTA (Mycosphaerella pinodes, Ascochyta pinodella, Ascochyta pisi)
Up to 10% ascochyta infection should be safe to plant as long as the seed has other good quality characteristics such as germination.
In areas where pea production is common, air-borne spores from the over-wintering stage of the Mycosphaerella pathogen are the prim

SEED ROTS and DAMPING OFF (Pythium sp. and Phytophthora sp.)
Not tested for at seed testing labs.
Seed treatment in field pea may be beneficial when planting under cool, moist soil conditions or if using damaged or cracked seed.

SEED ROTS and SEEDLING BLIGHTS (Botrytis, Sclerotinia, Rhizoctonia, and Fusarium species)
These are primarily soil-borne diseases. Botrytis and sclerotinia are tested for at seed testing labs. Up to 10% infection (sclerotinia + b
in the crop if a seed treatment is not used.

1 New seed treatments are continually being registered. Talk to your local agri-retailer, industry rep or provincial specialists for updated information on seed treatments reg
2 SK Crop Insurance will not support claims that are made on fields that had over 0.3% seed infection and no seed treatment was used. Refer to the SCIC website at: http
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true negative. The difference between 0% and
0.1% infection can be important when weather 
conditions favour disease development and
spread. The ability to detect a lower level 
of infection is more important for chickpea
than for lentil or field pea, and is also more
important for seed growers than commercial
growers.

Cleaning Seed
Diseased seed is often shrunken or dis-
coloured. However, some ascochyta-infected
seed may look healthy but still be carrying the
fungus. Botrytis-infected seed is often shrunk-
en. Cleaners and colour sorters can be used
to remove some diseased or damaged seed. It
is recommended that producers have their
seed cleaned and sized to allow for consistent
flow in seeding equipment. Seed testing labs
will only clean your seed before testing if
requested to do so. In 2004, shrunken seed
also occurred as a result of frost, so the
removal of these seeds should help improve
the germination as well.

Germination
It is recommended to have seed tested for ger-
mination to determine its suitability for planting
seed. Germination can decrease in the bin over
the winter, especially if the seed was immature
or damaged at harvest. It is a good investment
to have your seed re-tested in the spring for
germination if the quality was questionable in
the fall. To a certain extent, increasing the seed-
ing rate will compensate for lower germination.
However, if the reduced germination was a
result of disease, an increased seeding rate will
result in more disease inoculum in the field.

As well, do not use seed from a pulse
crop that was treated with pre-harvest
glyphosate as uneven and unusual seedling
development may occur and will result in a
poor plant stand.

Penny Pearse is the Provincial Plant Disease Specialist
and Ray McVicar is the Provincial Special Crops
Specialist with Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Revitalization in Regina, SK. For more 
information, call the Ag Knowledge Centre (toll-free) 
at 1-866-457-2377.

primed for growth

ary with location and specific cropping practices.

SEED TREATMENTS AVAILABLE1

• Apron Maxx RTA® (active ingredients: fludioxonil, metalaxyl-M)
nfected seed and seed treating is recommended. Seed-to-seedling transmission • Crown® (active ingredients: carbathiin, thiabendazole)
conditions are favourable. Guidelines for ascochyta blight control in chickpea are 

• Allegiance FL®, Apron FL® (active ingredient: metalaxyl)
rieties since kabuli is very susceptible to these pathogens. • Apron Maxx RTA® (active ingredients: fludioxonil, metalaxyl-M)

• Apron Maxx RTA® (active ingredients: fludioxonil, metalaxyl-M)
otrytis) should be safe to plant, but will still result in significant seedling blight • Crown® (active ingredients: carbathiin, thiabendazole)

• Maxim 480FS®3 (active ingredient: fludioxonil)

• Apron Maxx RTA® (active ingredients: fludioxonil, metalaxyl-M)
ns are normal. A seed treatment should be used if infection levels are close to • Crown® (active ingredients: carbathiin, thiabendazole)
sues. Use 0% ascochyta infection if planting in the black soil climatic zone 

None.
seed with as close to 0% anthracnose as possible.

• Apron Maxx RTA® (active ingredients: fludioxonil, metalaxyl-M)
otrytis) should be safe to plant, but will still result in significant seedling blight • Crown® (active ingredients: carbathiin, thiabendazole)

• Maxim 480FS®3 (active ingredient: fludioxonil)
• Vitaflo 280® (active ingredients: carbathiin, thiram)

There are no seed treatments registered specifically for the 
Seed-to-seedling transmission of ascochyta in pea under field conditions is low. control of ascochyta in pea, although many of the seed 

mary means of infection. treatments registered for the other seed rot and seedling 
blight pathogens may assist in improving seedling health.

• Allegiance FL®, Apron FL® (active ingredient: metalaxyl)
• Apron Maxx RTA® (active ingredient: fludioxonil, metalaxyl-M)
• Vitaflo 280® (active ingredients: carbathiin, thiram)

• Agrox CD®, Agrox B-2® (active ingredient: captan, diazinon)
otrytis) should be safe to plant, but will still result in significant seedling blight • Apron Maxx RTA® (active ingredient: fludioxonil, metalaxyl-M)

• Captan Flowable® (active ingredient: captan)
• Maxim 480FS®3 (active ingredient: fludioxonil)
• Thiram 75WP® (active ingredients: thiram)
• Vitaflo 280® (active ingredients: carbathiin, thiram)

gistered in pulses. Always refer to the product label before applying product to the seed.
p://www.saskcropinsurance.com/programs/2005/Specialized/chickpeas.shtml          3 Maxim 480FS® is only available to commercial seed treaters.

More Info

For more info on seed
quality and other seed-
ing issues call the
SAFRR Ag Knowledge
Centre 1-866-457-2377
(toll-free) or see
www.agr.gov.sk.ca
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Canadian pulses created a high
degree of interest at the recent Gulfood Show
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE).
Canadian split red lentils, prepared by
Executive Chefs from the Dubai Fairmont
Hotel were a featured dish at the show. The
Pulse Canada booth was very busy, receiving
almost 200 business contacts during the four-
day event. Canadian industry representatives
at the show included Simpson Seeds, Saskcan
Pulse Trading, Gedco, Canaquest, Canadian
Grain Commission, Canadian International
Grains Institute, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers,
and Pulse Canada. Canadian pulses are very
popular in this region, with buyers from the
UAE, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran,
Turkey, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Egypt
expressing interest. Based on the enthusiasm
of buyers at this show, I expect that Canadian
pulses will further increase their market share.

As part of this mission, Pulse Canada also
hosted industry seminars in Cairo and Dubai.
The seminars emphasized the national collab-
orative approach the Canadian pulse industry
is taking in the areas of research, variety
development, and quality analysis. In addition,
Canadian trade representatives provided sup-
ply and demand estimates for the Canadian
pulse crop. Approximately 40 people attended
these seminars, organized by the Canadian
Trade Consulates in Egypt and the UAE.
Canadian resource persons at the seminars
included Dr. Linda Malcolmson of the
Canadian International Grains Institute, Dr.
Ning Wang of the Canadian Grain Commission,
Mr. Murad Al-Katib of Saskcan Pulse Trading,
Mr. Greg Simpson of Simpson Seeds, Ms.
Allison Krahn of SPG, and myself representing
Pulse Canada.

I am particularly enthusiastic about the
opportunity for Canada to increase exports of
red lentils. For example, with a population of
71 million people, Egypt is one of the world’s
largest lentil importers, averaging 85,000

tonnes of red lentils per year over the last
four years. As the Egyptian standard of living
increases, pulse consumption is also expected
to rise because pulses are used in many dish-
es. For example, coshery is a popular dish
made from rice, pasta and whole lentils. Lentil
soup is also very popular.

Canadian red lentils are always in demand
in Egypt, but Australia and Turkey are quick to
fill the gap when Canada cannot supply. For
example, Australia has been using production
contracts with their producers to facilitate for-
ward sales of red lentils to Egypt. Compared to
Australia, Canada can supply new crop 40 days
earlier, which is seen as an advantage for us.

The Egyptian market views Canada as
trustworthy, and is very interested in import-
ing Canadian red lentils on a long-term basis.
In 2001, Canada did $22 million dollars of
pulse business in Egypt, $8.5 million in 2002,
$9 million in 2003 and $13 million in 2004. By
developing better red lentil varieties, and con-
tinuing market development efforts by both
the trade and Pulse Canada, I am confident
that Canada can increase its red lentil exports
to this region.

Canadian Pulses a Hit 
at Gulfood Show
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COMMUNICATIONS

MANAGER

Penny Eaton

SPECIAL PROJECTS

MANAGER

Jackie Blondeau

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Brandi Walter

ACCOUNTING CLERK

Esther Zvacek

CONTROLLER

Helen Baumgartner

RECORDS ADMINISTRATOR

Shelly Weber

CONTACT US

104–411 Downey Road

Saskatoon, SK  S7N 4L8

tel. (306) 668-5556

fax (306) 668-5557

pulse@saskpulse.com

the team

Closing Thoughts

Garth Patterson
Executive Director

The Canadian booth was well attended at the Gulfood
Show in Dubai, which welcomed more than 25,000 
visitors from 126 countries.



Reliable Quality. Proven Performance.

3835 Thatcher Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan • S7R 1A3 • Tel: 306-373-3060 • Fax: 306-374-8510

Saskatchewan: Brian Crowley (306) 373-3060
Alberta: Norm Standish (403) 782-7743
Manitoba & S.E. Saskatchewan: Jim Campbell (204) 255-8401

® Nodulator and BioRhiz are registered trademarks of Becker Underwood, Inc.
TM SelfStik and Rhizo-Flo are trademarks of Becker Underwood, Inc.

You want the best from your pea and lentil crops, so give

them the best – Becker Underwood pea and lentil inoculants.

When you use SelfStik™, Rhizo-Flo™, Nodulator® or BioRhiz®

you can count on a track record of proven performance. That

means maximum nodulation with increased nitrogen 

fixation for higher yields.

Plus, our pea and lentil product line gives you flexibility of

choice – granular, peat or liquid – choose the formulation

that suits your operation and field conditions best.

When you want more from your pea and lentil crops, turn to

Becker Underwood.

www.beckerunderwood.com
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