
Canadian publication Mail Agreement 40021625

June 2013

Agritourism: Why more 
And more FAmilies Are  
VAcAtioning on  
sAskAtcheWAn FArms Pg. 22

Agritourism: Why more 
And more FAmilies Are  
VAcAtioning on  
sAskAtcheWAn FArms Pg. 22

time to start scouting! What to 
watch for this season Pg. 9-11
top five best apps for growers 
this season Pg. 17
save the world by eating  
the pulses you grow Pg. 35



 PulsePoint Magazine • June 2013

Proud partner of the
Saskatchewan Roughriders

Bigger yields, better profi ts, 
serious bragging rights. 

Nodulator® XL inoculant drives your pea and lentil yields straight into 
the big leagues – for a championship Return on Investment. 

When you inoculate with Nodulator® XL, it unleashes a unique, more active 

strain of rhizobium for enhanced nitrogen-fi xing within nodules and 

more vigorous plant growth. That means higher yields and a 

Return on Investment that crushes the competition. 

Nodulator® XL is registered for both peas and lentils, with your choice of 

formulations: liquid, self-adhering peat or solid core granule. Want to go big? 

Grab the Nodulator® XL Q-Pak – a convenient 364 kg (800 lb.) 

soft-sided tote that’s perfect for larger operations. 

Nodulator® and XLerated Performance. Accelerated Yield.™ are trademarks or registered trademarks 

used under license by Becker Underwood Canada Ltd. The Becker Underwood logo is a trademark 

of Becker Underwood, Inc. and is licensed to Becker Underwood Canada  Ltd.

www.nodulatorxl.com

27096 Nodulator XL_PulsePoint.indd   1 11/22/12   11:03 AM



 PulsePoint Magazine • June 2013

Published for:
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, 207 – 116 
Research Drive, Saskatoon, SK, S7N 3R3, 
phone 306.668.5556, fax 306.668.5557,
pulse@saskpulse.com, www.saskpulse.com

Published by:
Blairmore Media, 701 – 45th Street East, 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0W4, 
phone 306.373.6730, fax 306.652.8061, 
pulsepoint@blairmoremedia.com, 
www.blairmoremedia.com

Publication dates:
January, March, June, October

Publisher:
Blairmore Media

editor: 
Delaney Seiferling 

Associate editor: 
Rachel Kehrig

contributors:
Sean Miller, Dale Risula, Lyndsey Smith, 
Scott Hartley, Himanshu Singh,  
Amanda Woroniuk, Jeff Parker,  
Tom Warkentin, Denis Tremorin

Art and Production:
Varina Warwaruk and Meaghan Jaster

marketing/Advertising sales:
Dennis Dowd, dennis@blairmoremedia.com

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers and Blairmore 
Media make no expressed or implied 
warranties of merchantability or fitness for a 
particular purpose or otherwise, concerning 
the use of any product, advice provided 
and marketing insights, and assumes no 
liability for any injury or damage, direct or 
consequential, which may be incurred from 
the use of such products or services therein. 
Federal, Provincial and Municipal laws 
and regulations supersede the information 
contained herein.

Canadian Mail Publications Sales Agreement 
#40021625 Postmaster please return 
undeliverable copies to Saskatchewan 
Pulse Growers, 207 – 116 Research Drive, 
Saskatoon, SK, S7N 3R3, 
pulse@saskpulse.com

Issn 1701-9125
PRINTED IN CANADA

cover Photo:
Historic Reesor Ranch

by morgan nunweiler 

An International 
Perspective

In February of 
this year, I had 
the privilege 
of travelling 
to India 
with SPG's 
Executive 
Director 
Carl Potts, 

Director of Communications & 
Market Promotion Rachel Kehrig, 
and Board member Tim Wiens. The 
purpose of our visit was to partake 
in some of the work SPG is currently 
doing in the areas of international 
market promotion, and to build on 
our understanding of the Indian 
marketplace to further develop 
strategies for this area going forward.  
 Along with SPG’s International 
Market Promotion consultant 
Raghavan Sampathkumar, we 
participated in a student culinary 
challenge and a lentil-focused 
workshop for chefs who work in 
major hotels across India. These 
programs were a part of SPG’s 
ongoing efforts to target the 
hotel, restaurant, and catering 
(HORECA) industries to promote 
green lentils as a versatile, cost-
effective, and nutritious choice for 
Indian consumers. To read more 
about SPG’s international market 
promotion program, flip to Pg. 19. 
 SPG also hosted meetings 
with importers and public food 
distribution companies to discuss 
potential collaboration going 
forward. India is an incredibly 
significant market for Saskatchewan 
pulses. Up to 900 million people 
in India (of the country’s 1.2 billion 
population) may currently be on 
food assistance of some kind and 
subsidized pulses currently only make 
up a small portion of that, which is 
something SPG will be mindful of 
going forward. 
 We were also invited to meet with 

local growers in India, which allowed 
us to see some of the differences 
between farm and production 
practices between the two countries. 
 For example, of the growers we 
met with, the average farm size was 
2--4 acres. Compare that with the 
average farm size in Saskatchewan 
(SK), which was 1,668 acres in 2011 
(according to Statistics Canada). 
 India also subsidizes nitrogen 
fertilizer at about half the cost we pay 
for urea in Canada and they don’t 
commonly use rhizobium inoculants 
for chickpea production, which 
means they are even more reliant 
on nitrogen fertilizers. The fields that 
we saw also seemed to have a lower 
presence of disease pressure (like 
ascochyta) in the chickpea acres than 
we have in SK. 
 In the areas that we visited, the 
equipment use was small-scale with 
virtually no on-farm technology  such 
as computers, GPS, etc. (the kind we 
take for granted!). Instead, growers 
are heavily reliant on manual 
labour—Indian farmers commonly 
employ about 30 people per acre 
at harvest, and the work usually 
takes two days, as they cut with a 
scyth, stook, and later handfeed 
product though a portable threshing 
machine. Product is then bagged 
by hand, taken to market for public 
auctions, and rebagged before it is 
shipped out  
and passed through as many as 
seven handlers before reaching a 
retail store.  
 Our time spent in India provided 
us with a lot of information and 
even more ideas on how to build 
more market demand in India. This 
will enable us as an organization to 
make the most strategic, informed 
decisions going forward.
     Wishing you a safe and 
productive growing season. 
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People & Events 
Ag in the City
Ag in the City, an event that showcases Saskatchewan's diverse agriculture and how it impacts our daily lives, was held on April 13 in 
Saskatoon. Sponsored and partially hosted by Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG), this year’s event included a Black Box Cook-off 
Challenge featuring three local chefs: Simon Reynolds, Moe Mathieu, and Peter Phillips, using their culinary skills in a timed cooking 
competition. The chefs used Saskatchewan ingredients with pulses as the mystery ingredient. SPG also had a tradeshow booth and 
participated in the student pie competition. More than 6,000 people attended the one-day event.

4

The emcee introduces the chefs before the Black Box Cook-off Challenge. Chef Peter Phillips prepares his dish.
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CICILS 2013 members gather for a photo op.Federal Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz announces a new agriculture awareness initiative.  Event attendees learn about how agriculture affects our daily lives. 
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People & Events 
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CICLS IPTIC
SPG staff attended the CICILS International Pulses Trade and Industry Confederation (IPTIC) conference in Singapore in April. The annual 
conference brings together traders, industry experts, and consumer representatives to discuss and share ideas for the betterment of the 
pulse industry, as well as outlook perspectives for world markets. SPG staff in attendance got an update on the pulses trade and industry and 
interacted with delegates from different sources and consuming markets. Staff also met with traders and importers to obtain information on 
the prevailing trends in different markets.

Panelists from some of the world's leading pulse producing areas discuss worldwide 
market outlook and take questions from the audience. 

CICILS 2013 members gather for a photo op.
More than 700 attendees from across the globe attended the CICILS 

2013 conference in Singapore.Event attendees learn about how agriculture affects our daily lives. 
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First Legume Society Conference (LSC)
SPG Staff attended the First Legume Society Conference in Novi Sad, Serbia, in May. This three-day conference covered a wide 
range of topics including genetics, genomics, agronomy, processing, and human and nutrition, and SPG staff took away world-leading 
ideas about the future direction of pulse research. More than 200 research professionals from more than a dozen countries were in 
attendance. 

International Association of Culinary 
Professonals (IACP)
In early April, SPG staff exhibited at the International Association of 
Culinary Professional (IACP) conference in San Francisco, which brought 
together approximately 3,000 leading culinary professions from across the 
globe to discuss issues and trends in food for the upcoming year. SPG staff 
in attendance distributed recipe booklets and distributed samples of lentil 
waffles with fresh toppings, to increase awareness of lentils, their health 
benefits, and their versatility.

6

SPG staff at First Legume Society Conference, Novi Sad, Serbia. 

So
ur

CE
: :

 J.
M

. r
uE

dA

SourCE: : ALLISoN FLETChEr

SourCE: : ALLISoN FLETChEr

The Canadian Lentils booth at IACP conference.
Pulse Canada's Manager of Food Product & Culinary Innovation, Christine Farkas, 

cooks up some lentil waffles to serve to tradeshow attendees.  
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 Most pulse crop diseases 
thrive and spread during warm 
temperatures with frequent rain 
showers. 
 For advice on disease 
identification, contact the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
(Sask. Ag.) at 1-866-457-2377 or 
aginfo@gov.sk.ca. You can also 
contact your local Sask. Ag. office. 
Plant samples can be submitted to 
the Crop Protection Laboratory 
for disease diagnosis. For more 
information on submitting samples 

Pulse seed quality was looking good 
heading into the 2013 season. 
However, pulse diseases will be 
influenced by the weather this 
growing season (especially rainfall) 
and plant pathogen activity in the 
soil and crop residue. What this 
means for pulse growers is that it 
is essential that you begin scouting 
for disease symptoms in your pulse 
crops now. 

Best practices for scouting
 1. Scout your fields early to look 
for symptoms. 
 2. Watch the weather. 
Most of the foliar pulse crop 
pathogens we deal with in 
Saskatchewan exhibit multiple 
disease cycles per season. This 
means that if you observe symptoms 
early in the season and know the 
conditions that favour disease and 
the optimum fungicide timing, you 
can implement control measures 
to stop spore spread and prevent 
additional disease cycles. It is 
important to increase scouting 
frequency if moist conditions prevail.

It’s Time to Start Scouting
Scout early to better implement control measures for disease

by sean miller

visit www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/
Crop_Protection_Lab.
 For more information on 
fungicides, refer to the 2013 Guide 
to Crop Protection, available online 
at www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Guide_
to_Crop_Protection.

9
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chickpea lentil Field pea

Chickpea crops starting at the seedling 
stage.

Lentil crops starting at the vegetative 
stage.

Field pea crops starting at the early bloom 
stage.

Scout every 3 to 7 days and watch the 
weather forecast. rain increases disease 
risk by spreading ascochyta spores and 
providing moisture for germination and 
infection by the fungus.

Scout every 7 days depending on disease 
risk. rain and warm temperatures favour 
foliar diseases such as ascochyta blight and 
anthracnose. Prolonged moisture or humid 
conditions favour stemphylium blight.

Scout every 7 to 10 days depending 
on disease risk. rain and warm 
temperatures favour ascochyta blight, 
while stress caused by cold and very dry 
or very wet soils favours root rot. downy 
mildew is more common in cool, wet 
years.
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Ascochyta blight 
(Ascochyta rabiei) 
Tiny light brown to dark brown spots 
expand into lesions with distinct margins 
on lower leaves and progress upwards 
to all above-ground parts. Black fruiting 
structures (pycnidia) form within lesions, 
indicating the pathogen is producing 
spores that can cause additional 
infections.

Ascochyta blight
(Ascochyta lentis)
Lesions begin as tiny brown spots and 
expand into lesions containing small, 
round fungal fruiting structures called 
pycnidia.

Ascochyta complex
(Mycosphaerella pinodes, Ascochyta 
pisi, Phoma medicaginis var. pinodella)
Look for small purple or brown spots on 
leaves, stems, flowers, and pods.

Anthracnose
Symptoms are similar to ascochyta, but 
lesions are more often on stems and do 
not develop pycnidia, but rather irregularly 
shaped black fungal structures.

downy mildew
one side of the leaf will exhibit yellow 
patches while the other side will develop 
corresponding greyish-white fungal 
growth. Systemic infection leads to 
stunting and distortion of the plant.

stemphylium Blight
Initially appears as small, light beige 
lesions on the leaves/leaflets. Lesions 
tend to spread across the leaflets from 
one side to the other, killing entire leaflets 
and branches.

Powdery mildew 
(Erysiphe pisi)
Initially appear as fine, powdery, white 
spots on the upper surface of leaves. 
under favourable conditions, the spots 
spread rapidly over the entire surface of 
leaves, stems, and pods.

sclerotinia stem and pod rot 
Sclerotinia sclerotiorum
NoTE: This also affects peas, beans, and 
chickpeas. Scout for germinated sclerotia 
in June and early July. Later in the season, 
infected lentils wilt and tissues become 
bleached and covered with a white mouldy 
growth and black sclerotia.

root rot
Pathogenic fungi are seed and soil-borne, 
causing wilting, stunting, and yellowing 
of foliage in patches, along with poor 
nodulation and root decay.

Botrytis stem and pod rot
(Botrytis cinerea)
In humid conditions, the infected portion 
of the stem is light brown or bleached and 
covered with grey fuzz (spores).

SourCE: SourCE: SASkATChEWAN MINISTrY oF AGrICuLTurE. 
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The good news is that the late spring 
and wet, cool conditions that affected 
seeding in 2013 also resulted in 
slow insect development. The bad 
news is that increased insect activity 
is closely associated with the rise in 
temperatures.
 Key insect pests to watch for 
in 2013 are pea leaf weevil (in the 
southwest), grasshoppers (in the 
central-west and southwest), and 
aphids, which will depend a great 
deal on the weather as the season 
progresses. There are other insects 
that may be potentially hazardous to 
pulse crops this season but they aren’t 
consistent each year, or province-
wide, so it will depend on how the 
season progresses. 

What can you do?
Regular field scouting is essential 
for identifying potential problems 
before serious crop injury occurs. It is 
especially important to monitor young 
plants that are particularly susceptible 
to damage. For some pests, the 
numbers of insects present is the 
most valuable information for growers 
when scouting, but damage to the 

plants will be a more realistic method 
of determining if control actions are 
required.
 Insect populations tend to be 
inconsistent within and between fields.  
Increased sampling sites will improve 
accuracy when estimating populations 
and can help reduce application costs 
by targeting control only where it is 
needed. However, complete insect 
eradication is not realistic and control 
decisions should be based on the 
recommended economic threshold, 
which is the level at which the 
economic loss from a pest infestation 
exceeds the cost of controlling that 
pest. Keep in mind that economic 
thresholds will vary depending on the 
market value of the crop and the cost 
of control. 
 Wireworms and cutworms are 
often the first insects to cause damage 
to plants in the spring. Both pests are 
difficult to find as they spend much of 
the time below ground. Wireworms 
do not come above ground to 
feed and although some species of 
cutworms come above ground to 
feed, this occurs in the evening or at 
night making it difficult to spot them.  

Managing insects
Effective wireworm control is only 
possible through registered seed 
treatments that include insecticides, 
but cutworm can be controlled 
through foliar-applied insecticides. 
The target of the application is the 
soil surface and it is recommended 
that application occurs in the 
evening. Higher water volumes are 
recommended to assist in penetrating 
the soil where the cutworm larvae 
come in contact with the insecticide.
 The pea leaf weevil only affects 
pea and faba bean crops, and is best 
managed with a seed treatment. 
Although there is an established 
economic threshold, and foliar 
applied insecticides are registered for 
the adult weevil, research indicates 
that seed treatments offer the most 
consistent yield benefits. If damage 
appears in areas new to the weevil, 
foliar insecticide application is 
recommended when one in three 
plants have clam leaf damage. The 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
conducts annual surveys for this pest 
to keep growers updated. 
 

Insect Outlook for 2013  
Act now to control challenges this season

by scott hartley   
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 Climatic conditions have not been 
favourable for grasshoppers over 
the past few years, and so they are 
not expected to be a major insect 
pest for most of Saskatchewan in 
2013. The few possible areas of 
concern for grasshoppers, noted in 
the fall survey (which is available at 
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca) were in 
west-central Saskatchewan, along the 
Alberta border, and in the southwest.  
 Lentil crops are more susceptible 
to grasshopper feeding. The most 
serious damage is to buds and pods 
rather than to the less preferred 
vegetative foliage. Damage from 
grasshoppers can result in reduced 
yield from pod loss or premature 
shattering. Damage to pods can also 

allow easier access for moisture and 
disease resulting in grade reduction. 
Grasshoppers prefer open, dry, 
warm locations — a lush lentil field 
is not ideal habitat. Often economic 
levels of grasshoppers are observed 
within the first five metres of the 
field margins or in areas of thinner 
cropstand so full-field insecticide 
application in not required, which 
saves time and expense.  
 Aphid numbers are highly 
variable from year to year. Usually 
infestations are less related to over-
wintering populations and more 
dependent on aphids brought in from 
the south. Climatic conditions during 
the growing season will be critical in 
influencing aphids. Humid conditions 

favour buildup of aphid populations. 
As opposed to grasshoppers that 
remove plant tissue, aphids are 
sucking insects that inject their 
mouthparts into stems or pods to 
consume plant juices. Damage is 
not usually observable, although 
plant symptoms may include a shiny 
appearance due to sap continuing 
to flow from feeding wounds. At 
harvest, aphid damage can result in 
reduced yield and seed weight. 
When choosing control measures, 
keep in mind that there are 
predators, parasites, and diseases 
that can naturally control aphids. 
Insects that reduce aphid populations 
include lady beetles, lacewings, 
hover fly larvae, and parasitic wasps. 
Regular monitoring is important to 
determine if aphid population levels 
require control.

Insecticides
Always refer to the product label 
for specific application directions 
and restrictions.
 It is critical to only use herbicides 
in crops where they are registered. 
Do not exceed maximum application
rates, and closer to harvest it is 
important to adhere to pre-harvest 
intervals (PHI) associated with any 
insecticides used. Improper use 
and unacceptable residue levels 
could affect the export of pulse 
commodities.  
 The Saskatchewan Agriculture 
publication 2013 Guide to Crop 
Protection provides current 
information on insect control 
products, as well as tips on scouting 
and recommended economic 
thresholds. It is available at  
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca.
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For example, glyphosate herbicide 
should not be applied to dry peas until 
the majority (75--80%) of the pods are 
brown. For lentils, delay spraying until 
the lower-most pods are brown and 
seeds rattle. 
 A popular choice for pre-harvest 
weed control on pulses is glyphosate, 
because it controls perennial weeds. 
As glyphosate moves throughout 
the plant it kills the plant by blocking 
essential amino acids required for 
growth and maintenance. The plant 
slowly dies over a period of days or 
weeks as the supply of these essential 
amino acids is exhausted. Spraying 
glyphosate too soon may allow it to 
move and accumulate in the seed. 
Early application can be detrimental to 
yield and quality.
 Small amounts of glyphosate 
in the seed can affect germination 
and growth the following year, so 
glyphosate should not be used on 
crops for seed under any circumstance. 
This also influences tolerances for 
maximum residue limits (MRLs), which 
have been developed for allowable 
glyphosate residue in the grain based 
on the low toxicity of glyphosate 

Pulse growers depend on herbicides 
for harvest aids or to desiccate their 
pulse crops. Swathing the crop and 
allowing it to dry naturally is an option, 
but because of the variability in our 
weather, swathing is less popular and 
as a result, many growers choose the 
herbicide route. Quality and crop value 
are put at risk the longer the crop 
remains out in the field. 
 Several harvest aids are available 
to choose from and you can find them 
listed in the most current publication, 
Guide to Crop Protection, published 
by the Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture. The guide also describes 
symptoms resulting from application of 
various herbicide groups and outlines 
the time it takes for these symptoms 
to become visible. Climatic conditions 
such as cool temperatures or damp 
conditions may delay results. 
 It is very important to apply these 
herbicides at the time identified on 
the product label. Understanding and 
recognizing plant staging is necessary 
for acceptable results. None of these 
herbicides are able to accelerate 
maturity of the crop. Most applications 
should be made when seed moisture 
falls below 30%, when seeds reach 
physiological maturity. If herbicide 
is applied too soon, there is a risk 
of reduced yield and quality. Visual 
indicators are described on the label 
to help you determine proper timing. 

Before You Harvest This Season ... 
Brush up on safe usage of herbicides and desiccants for harvest aid

by dale risula

and normal consumption patterns of 
the crop in question by consumers. 
Properly applied glyphosate results in 
residue levels well below these MRLs, 
but residue levels increase dramatically 
when applications are made earlier 
than the proper stage. Some countries 
have set different MRLs based on 
their consumer consumption patterns, 
while other countries  rely on default 
MRLs, which are typically much lower 
than those developed from toxicological 
data. (For information on the United 
Kingdom’s revised MRL for glyphosate 
on lentils, as of last year, visit www.
saskpulse.com.)
 Reglone (diquat) is another 
popular choice for pre-harvest 
herbicide. Diquat works differently 
than glyphosate and is not a 
systemic herbicide. In general, 
it is a photosynthetic inhibitor 
interfering with light reactions within 
the plant, and as a result, it over-
produces compounds, breaking 
down cell walls. The result is that cell 
membranes rupture and the liquid 
within the cell leaks out causing 
the plant to dry down very quickly. 
Hence, Reglone is considered a 
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cleanstart √ √ √ √ √ √ √

glyphosate   †† √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

heat†††* √ √ √ √ √

Aim†††* √ √ √ √ √ √ √

reglone†††** √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Flumioxazin†††* √

AdAPTEd FroM 2013 GuIdE To CroP ProTECTIoN 
†rATES oF APPLICATIoN VArY AMoNG BrANdS. CoNSuLT GLYPhoSATE LABEL For SPECIFIC APPLICATIoN rATES. 
††For PrE-hArVEST PErENNIAL WEEd CoNTroL ANd MAY ProVIdE hArVEST MANAGEMENT BENEFIT. 
††† For rAPId PLANT TISSuE drY doWN To FACILITATE hArVEST.  
*MAY BE TANk MIxEd WITh GLYPhoSATE WhEN uSEd PrIor To hArVEST.  
**rEFEr To ProduCT LABEL For SurFACTANT rEquIrEMENTS.

read this before you 

harvest this season.
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desiccant, unlike glyphosate which is considered a 
weed control product “that may have harvest benefits.”
 Aim (carfentrazone) is a Group 14 product that 
may be used as a non-selective burnoff herbicide 
or desiccant when applied to crops like field pea, 
chickpea, and dry bean. Aim may also be tank mixed 
with glyphosate to provide weed control benefits  
as well. 
 Heat (saflufenacil), a Group 14 herbicide, is 
registered as a harvest aid for field pea, lentil, dry bean, 
and soybean. Heat can be tank mixed with glyphosate 
to provide additional pre-harvest weed control. Please 
note: The European Union (E.U.) does not yet 
have an MRL established for saflufenacil, so 
be sure to check with your buyer or processor 
BEFORE you use this product to ensure it will 
not impact the marketability of your crops.  
 Flumioxazin is a Group 14 herbicide registered as 
a harvest aid for dry bean. It can be tank mixed with 
glyphosate (IPA or K salts) at pre-harvest rates. Re-
cropping options may be affected because of residues 
remaining in the soil.
 Remember three rules:
• Do not exceed products labelled rate;
• Timing is critical – follow label directions;
• Check with your buyer/exporter about acceptance 
standards abroad.

Happy harvesting for 2013!

Newer products may not have MrLs yet 
established in countries that buy pulse crops, 
so producers should check with their buyer or 
processor in advance to know if crops treated with 
specific herbicides will be accepted for export. It 
is better to be prepared ahead of time and reduce 
the chance of being caught by surprise.

maximum residue limits (mrls)

bi
odale risula is the Provincial Specialist for Special 

Crops with the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture. 
he can be reached at dale.risula@gov.sk.ca. 
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Manitoba
Sunflowers, Flax: 204-325-9555
Peas, Lentils: 204-758-3597
Beans: 204-829-2326

Saskatchewan
(306) 873-3777
1(877) 975-4474 (toll free)
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Apps You Can Use This 
Growing Season

Five smartphone apps designed to make your job  
easier and more profitable

by himanshu singh

The world of smartphone 
applications (apps) can be 
overwhelming—the Apple App 
Store has hit 50 billion downloads, 
and there are currently more apps 
available for download than there are 
minutes in the year! 
 There’s a reason for their 
popularity—apps allow us instant 
access to information and provide us 
with tools to make our lives easier. 
In the past year there have been 
several new agriculture-related apps, 
designed to make the business of 
farming easier, more efficient, and 
more profitable. Here is a list of 
five apps that are definitely worth 
checking out leading into the 2013 
growing season. 

1) Air Cart Maximizer
Air Cart Maximizer is great app that 
allows you to calculate the maximum 
number of acres per fill based on 

the size of each compartment and 
desired fertilizer and seeding rate. 
Also worth checking out is another 
app from the same development 
company, Seed Calculator.
Available for: iPhone and Android
Cost: $4.99

2) SpraySelect
SpraySelect takes the guesswork 
out of selecting the correct tip for 
spray application, which leads to 
more efficient application and better 
outcomes. This app also helps you 
chose the proper tip/nozzle for 

application by entering the speed, 
spacing, target rate, and drop rate. 
It has both imperial and metric 
measurements. 
Available for: iPhone and Android
Cost: Free

Five smartphone apps 

designed to make your 

job easier and more 

profitable. 
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3) TankMix 
Calculator
TankMix Calculator 
is a great app 
developed by 
DuPont. Based on 
the number of acres 
and spray tank size 

it calculates the amount of product 
and water needed for effective 
applications. The app eliminates 
the need for manually figuring out 
mixes, saving you time and reducing 
calculation mistakes. 
Available for: iPhone and iPad
Cost: Free

4) AgWeb News 
and Markets
This is a great news 
app by the Farm 
Journal. The news 
ranges from topics 
regarding crop 
news, agribusiness 

news and advice, and livestock 
news. The app also provides 
commodity market pricing as well as 
weather information. 
Available for: iPhone and Android
Cost: Free

5) Extreme Beans
Specific to soybeans, this app was 
developed by the United Soybean 
Board in the United States (U.S.). 
The app helps you optimize 
the combination of inputs for 
achieving the best yield and also 
takes into account several factors 
such as maturity rates in your 
specific growing region, the cost 
of seed, and the estimated price of 
soybeans at the time of sale, to 
determine the optimal seed rate 
based on the percentage of return. 
Available for: iPhone and Android
Cost: Free

 

This by no means is a complete 
list of all the agriculture related 
apps out there, nor does it cover 
all the different facets of a farming 
operation. As smartphones become 
more capable so do the apps that 
we operate on them. The near 
future is sure to bring even more 
great agriculture apps.

bi
ohimanshu Singh is the co-founder of Farm At hand, a free mobile farm 

management app and web program that allows growers to track everything 
from seed to sale. For more information visit  
www.farmathand.com or email himanshu at himanshu@farmathand.com.
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As you may notice all of these apps are for iPhones/iPads and most are 
also available for Android phones. So why aren't they also available for the 
blackberry? 

Apple has made it quite easy for programmers to develop apps for their 
devices and Google's Android is a flexible open platform that's fairly 
easy for developers to build apps for as well. developers are usually 
more comfortable designing for one or both of these platforms and 
programming languages.  

Blackberry, on the other hand, is a lot more difficult to develop apps 
for. until recently Blackberry phones were also not as capable as other 
devices, therefore it was never very popular with developers. 

There are a few agriculture apps on Blackberry such as MyViterra, 
WeatherBug, GrainNews Mobile, and Agreader Mobile that are definitely 
worth the download. Apps that don't have Blackberry versions, such as our 
app (Farm At hand) offer mobile websites that look and function a lot like 
actual apps and can be accessed by going to the “apps” website on your 
phones.

Farm At Hand 
Farm At Hand is a free cloud-based farm management program that 
allows farmers to track everything from seed to sale. You can track 
what you’re doing in the fields, what you have in storage, your contract, 
deliveries, and equipment. Unlimited devices can be used to track, 
review, and update information, keeping everyone in your farming 
operation in the loop. 
Available for: iPhone, iPad, Mobile Web, and Web
Cost: Free

Why aren’t these app’s available on BlackBerry?
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Lentils – There’s an App for That!
SPG launches app designed to make you eat more lentils

by Amanda Woroniuk

It is now one step easier for 
smartphone users to eat their 
lentils! Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
(SPG) has launched a mobile recipe 
application (app) under the official 
trademark Canadian Lentils, in an 
effort to drive consumption of lentils 
in Canada. 
 Launched at the end of May, the 
app is available for free download in 
the app store for iPhone (iOS 5.0+) 
and Android (os 4.0 +) users. A 
version for Windows and 
Blackberry 10 phones will 
be available for download 
later this summer. (See 
more information below 
on how to download.)

What does it do?
The app allows users to 
choose recipes based 
on dish or lentil type, 
select their favourite 
lentil recipes, add 
recipe items to their 
grocery list, and share 
recipes via social 

media. With a simple interface, the 
app also highlights the nutritional 
benefits of lentils and their versatility 
in everyday cooking, from main 
courses to salads and even desserts. 
Users can engage with the app by 
sharing it with family and friends on 
social media.
 The app includes the following 
features:
• An comprehensive recipe directory 
– view image thumbnails, recipe 
titles, and ratings.  

• A searchable recipe 
database – choose the 
type of dish, type of 
lentils, or search by 
keyword.  
• An interactive grocery 
list – select recipes and 
the app will automatically 
populate a grocery 
list from the recipe 
ingredients. You can 
browse by recipe or view 
the entire ingredient list, 
and cross them off as you 
add them to your cart.    

• A Favourites list – select and save 
your preferred recipes.
• Reviews – check out other users' 
reviews before you try recipes, or 
write your own reviews. 
• Sharing – connect to social 
media sites (Facebook, Twitter, and  
Pinterest) and share a recipe with 
your friends. 

How to download the app: 
1. Go to the app store and search 
“Canadian Lentils” (iPhone users: 
search “Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers")
2. Click "Install"
3. Click on the Lentils icon on your 
phone to launch the app
4. Browse recipes by selecting recipe 
categories or search by keywords
5. Choose a recipe, begin cooking, 
and enjoy!

bi
oAmanda Woroniuk is the 

Communications and Promotions 
Coordinator for Saskatchewan 
Pulse Growers. She can be reached 
at aworoniuk@saskpulse.com.
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Promoting Canadian 
Pulses Abroad

SPG gets creative in promoting green lentil in India

SPG has been working on several 
initiatives to promote the use of 
split green lentils in India. Our 
communications efforts have 
included promoting this crop as 
versatile ingredients perfectly suited 
for all types of cuisines including 
Indian, international, continental 
and Western. 
 We began our promotional 
efforts by testing green lentils 
under commercial conditions, and 
they proved their versatility and 
suitability for Indian foods. We 
then initiated several programs 
to create awareness among out 

target audience for this campaign, 
the hotel, restaurant and catering 
(HORECA) industry, by partnering 
with expert chefs and culinary 
professionals.

Promoting green lentils to the 
hotel, restaurant, and catering 
industry
Although the versatility and 
suitability of green lentils had been 
demonstrated beyond doubt, their 
usage is limited due to lack of 
awareness among user segments 
including the HORECA industry. 
However, the feedback we received 
from many businesses using green 
lentils commercially was very 
encouraging and we heard that they 
were able to include them in a wide 
variety of Indian and International 
cuisines. 
 By participating in events 
organized by Indian Federation of 
Culinary Associations (IFCA) and 
South Indian Culinary Association 

by raghavan sampathkumar

(SICA), we distributed recipe 
booklets, flyers, and other tailored 
promotional materials to more than 
500 chefs, food industry consultants, 
and media. Currently more chefs are 
being contacted personally to further 
the campaign. 
 We also published print 
advertisements focusing on the 
versatility aspect of lentils in some 
of the most popular magazines 
for the HORECA sector such as 
Food & Beverages Review and 
the Federation of Hotels and 
Restaurants Association of India, 
two of the biggest food publications 
in the country targeting the 
HORECA industry. 
 In addition to these efforts, we 
have also been targeting student 
chefs to create awareness about 
using more lentils. We organized 
culinary competitions featuring more 
than 250 budding chefs who created 
creative versions of traditional 
Indian dishes using green lentils, 

sPg gets creative in 

promoting green lentil 

consumption in india.

20



 PulsePoint Magazine • June 2013

such as lentil frittatas, omelettes, 
burgers, and pastas. In another 
event that was designed for front-
line chefs currently working in the 
hotels and restaurants, our master 
chef Himanshu Sahoo demonstrated 
the versatility of lentils by including 
them in several vegetarian and 
non-vegetarian dishes. We are 
currently planning events such as 
food festivals and demonstrations 
designed to further create awareness 
on split green lentils and how to use 
them in a broad range of Indian, 
International and Continental 
cuisines. 
 Going forward we will also work 
on maintaining a consistent supply 
of good quality lentil stocks in India 
as we expect demand to grow as a 
result of our efforts. 

Website for green lentil recipes
As another step in the in our 
approach to targeting the HORECA 
industry, a website exclusively 
focusing on incorporating green 
lentils into different Indian cuisines is 
under development. Once complete, 
the website will feature a variety 
of innovative recipes and other 
information about cooking 
with green lentils. The website 
project is scheduled to be completed 
this summer.
 
Pulses in processed foods
In an effort to promote pulses as a 
healthy and profitable ingredient to the 
processed food sector, we are leading 
research and promotional programs to 
increase awareness among large food 
companies. A comprehensive survey 
of food processing companies was just 
completed with the help of the Indian 
Market Research Bureau, which will 
be used as the blueprint to guide our 
research and product development 
priorities in future in India. 
 To communicate our messages 
to a wider audience, we have 
published articles about the nutritive 
and economic values of pulses in 
processed foods in magazines  

and online venues targeting our 
desired audience.  
 Discussions have also been 
initiated with major food companies 
such as Unilever, Nestlé, Kellogg’s, 
HJ Heinz, Dabur, and GSK 
Consumer Healthcare, to help 
them explore the rich nutritional 
applications of pulses and/or pulse 
fractions (protein, fiber, starch) for 
developing innovative products. 
Our next steps will be determined 
based on the specific requirements 
and strategies from these companies 
with regard to using pulses in their 
products. 

bi
oraghavan Sampathkumar 

is the International Market 
Promotion consultant for 
SPG, based in India. 
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SPG Executive Director Carl Potts and Board Chair Morgan Nunweiler chat with an Indian chef during a 
culinary competition earlier this year.

SPG's market promotion work in India includes 
promoting the use of Canadian lentils in traditional 

Indian cuisine.

SPG's International Market Promotion consultant, Raghavan Sampathkumar (second from right) hands 
out awards to culinary profressionals following a competition promoting the use of Canadian lentils 

in Indian cuisine.
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by lyndsey smith

Sip wine in a vineyard, push cows for fun,  
or let the kids get back in tune with nature

Farm-Themed Vacations a 
Growing Saskatchewan Trend

While many farmers may find the idea 
of vacation at a farm just a bit rich, 
agritourism is a growing interest area 
for many non-farmers, urbanites, and 
even rural dwellers. 
 “We're certainly seeing growing 
interest in (agritourism),” says Tim 
Ouellette, industry consultant with 
Tourism Saskatchewan. 
 “Building an industry is a slow 
process but farmers markets are 
gaining in popularity, our small fruit 
wine industry is growing, and we have 
a very small, but growing, artisan 
cheese market.”
 The predominance of 
Saskatchewan's commodity-based 
agriculture, combined with a small, 
spread-out population makes building 
agritourism destinations a challenge, 
but Tourism Saskatchewan has been 
working with many of the small 
operators on the landscape to connect 
them with potential customers. 

one that they're directly involved 
in. It may also be educational, and 
is always tailored for a one-on-one 
experience,” he says. This is where 
working cattle ranch or guest ranch 
enterprises are finding a fit. 
 The Historic Reesor Ranch, 
located at Cypress Hills, SK, is one 
ranch that has picked up on that 
trend. “Every year we add options 
and diversify,” says Theresa Reesor, 
who, along with her husband 
Scott runs the guest ranch and a 

sip wine in a vineyard, push cows for fun, or let 

the kids get back in tune with nature.

People choose tourism destinations 
in different ways. The most 
common type of tourism travel in 
Saskatchewan is the "family and 
friends tour" — that is, touring around 
with family and friends who visit from 
other areas or provinces. This is 
where things like farmers markets or 
fruit picking may fit. But the growing 
trend, Ouellette says, is to the Free 
Independent Travel (FIT) market. 
 “Increasingly, tourists are 
looking for a unique experience, 

More and more Saskatchewan families are choosing to spend their vacations on real farms across the province, learning about the agricultural lifestyle.
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commercial cow-calf operation. 
Originally homesteaded in 1904, 
Reesor Ranch has been a bed 
and breakfast (B&B) since 1991, 
and a guest ranch, complete with 
horseback adventures and ranch 
work, since 1997. 
 For the Reesors, every year 
has been different as they work to 
expand their tourist options and 
offer corporate retreats for both the 
high season and off season. “We 
add more meetings and events, 
more meal offerings or riding 
adventures for kids, and more every 

There are challenges, of course. Being rather far from an international 
airport limits the ease of accessing the ranch. The access road to the 
ranch is gravel, which can get tricky in the spring or fall, and that deters 
those who drive small cars. Educating potential guests about the ranch is 
always a challenge, but the reesors say a good website and partnerships 
with both Saskatchewan and Alberta tourism groups has helped. 

“We're only getting busier,” Theresa says. “(Business) hasn't slowed.”

remoteness is certainly an issue for Melfort-area Tonderosa ranch. ray 
and Judy Tondell, along with son Jody and his wife denise, run a cattle 
ranch but also have a restored farm house on the property that they 
run for short- and medium-term stays. The house is fully equipped for 
independent travellers, and Judy says they've had families come and stay 
an entire month. 

“City kids stick very close to the house in the first 24 hours,” she says, “but 
within 48 hours, they're off and exploring. It's wonderful to see.”
Most of their business right now comes through the family and friends 
network, where the farm house and ranch becomes a summer vacation 
spot during weddings and reunions. Judy says that suits them just fine for 
now, but that is has been tough to draw guests from outside this circle due 
to their location. 

the remoteness factor

City kids stick very 

close to the house in 

the first 24 hours but 

within 48 hours, they're 

off and exploring."
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year, so that guests will extend their 
stay,” Theresa says. 
 Guests are asking to participate 
in ranch work more often than ever 
before, the Reesors say. Scott says 
it's really up to guests to decide at 
what level they want to participate, 
but he's willing to teach them 
whatever they want to learn. Those 
looking to get their hands dirty, ride 
the range, and push cows can do so 
if they so wish, he says.
 Nestled in the Cypress Hills and 
near the Alberta border, the Reesors 
encourage guests to use the ranch 
as a hub for the entire tourist area. 
Fort Walsh is less than 30 kilometres 
away, and the ranch sits just outside 
the Cypress Hills Interprovincial 
Park. Being a part of a larger tourist 
destination is important, Theresa 
says, as individual spots may not 
have enough draw, but when added 
together, guests can enjoy a great 
weekend, week, or even longer stay. 

bi
oLyndsey Smith is the editor for realAgriculture.com, where 

you can find the Pulse School — a series of videos on pulse 
production topics. Follow her on Twitter as  
@realag_lyndsey or email her at lsmith@realagriculture.com. 
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If ranch work isn't of interest, there are always many other activities 
to try while at a guest ranch, like hiking, canoeing, bird watching, and 
more, but there are entire other agritourism stops that highlight very 
different aspects of agriculture. 

Near Lumsden, you'll find Over the Hill Orchard, run by dean and 
Sylvia kreutzer, where the berries and fruit for Prairie Cherry 
products are grown. The orchard grows an amazing variety of fruit, 
even peaches, in an area that was still under snow in late April. Farm 
tours are available and include gluten-free pie.  

For those who want to bask on a sunny patio, sip made-in-
Saskatchewan wine, and eat delicious food, Cypress Hills Winery 
can accommodate. Sample their rhubarb tipple or the very popular 
honey mead, which are just a few options. Guests are free to walk 
the vineyard and learn all about how growing grapes is possible in 
our climate (hint: vines are kept very low to the ground). It's truly 
something to see.

Fruit, both fermented and not
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There are several guest ranches, farm-
based B&Bs and other agritourism 
destinations in Saskatchewan. 
Check out www.sasktourism.com.

Mentioned in this article:
For the Cypress hills destination area, 
visit www.cypresshills.ca

the historic reesor ranch, 
Cypress hills www.reesorranch.com 
306-662-3498

tonderosa ranch, Melfort 
www.tonderosa.com 
306-752-7240

over the hill orchards 
(Prairie Cherry), Lumsden 
www.overthehillorchards.ca  

cypress hills Winery, Cypress hills  
www.cypresshillswinery.com 
306-662-4100

looking for more? 

The Historical Reesor Ranch in Cypress Hills, SK, has picked up on the growing agritourism trend. 
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The Exciting World of
Pulse Research 

by dr. Jeff Parker

the productivity and profitability of 
various pulse crops, the diversity of 
pulse market classes, and the overall 
demand for the product.
 SGP actively engages with the 
entire pulse industry value chain to 
identify gaps in knowledge that, if 
filled, would facilitate one of our three 
strategic goals. 
1. To improve the on-farm yield of 
pulse crops in Saskatchewan by 30% 
by 2025.
2. To market seven million tonnes of 
Saskatchewan pulses by 2025.
3. To ensure unimpeded market 
access for Saskatchewan pulse 
exports.

Evaluating research projects
Every time we evaluate a potential 
pulse research project, we first 
determine whether it aligns with one 
of our strategic goals. We then obtain 
advice from our network of experts 
within the government, universities, 

While I have been introduced as 
the new Director of Research and 
Development for Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG) in past PulsePoint 
issues, I haven’t used the opportunity 
to communicate with growers via 
PulsePoint magazine until now. This 
article will kick off an ongoing effort 
to provide you with information and 
impacts derived from research funded 
by SPG.
 The world of pulse research is 
an exciting place these days. There 
are significant opportunities to grow 

and private industry, to review and 
refine the research proposal and 
ensure that the outcomes of the 
research will achieve the stated 
objectives. The project proposal is 
then reviewed by the SPG Research 
and Development (R&D) Committee. 
Following discussion at the R&D 
Committee level, the project goes 
to the SPG Board of Directors for 
further discussion and review before it 
is approved.
 Once a project is approved it is 
moved into our project management 
process, where we put in place a 
research management plan that 
identifies the financial and reporting 
oversight for the project as well as 
any other activities that should occur, 
either as the research is conducted 
or after it is completed. This allows 
for the outcomes of the project to 
have maximum impact on the SPG 
strategic goal that it was aligned with. 
This may also include a follow-up 

A look at sPg's process 

for making sound 

research investments. 

A look at SPG's process for making sound 
research investments
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registration, ensuring adequate 
supplies of breeder seed are available 
for the marketplace and ensuring new 
varieties reach market saturation as 
quickly as possible.
 Beyond funding plant breeding 
activities at the CDC, SPG also funds 
longer-term pre-breeding work to 
identify and introduce new diversity 
in pulse crops. This work allows for 
the continued improvement of various 
crops, by focusing on improved 
disease resistance, better plant 
architecture, new herbicide-resistance 
traits, higher nitrogen fixation levels, 
and other agronomic factors. 

Optimizing agronomic practices 
 In the area of agronomics, SPG 
has a well-established program 
to produce best management 
practice (BMP) information for 
Saskatchewan growers and to update 
this information as required on an 
ongoing basis. Funding of research in 
this area is tied to this outcome.

End-use processing and 
utilization/health outcomes 
In the area of end-use processing 
and utilization, SPG works with 
universities, Canadian food research 
centres, and private companies to 
develop a knowledge-base of pulse 
processing and milling in order to 
produce consistent, high-quality 
ingredients that can be used in new 
and existing food products. 

communications plan, a knowledge 
transfer framework, or follow-up 
R&D work to be facilitated by SPG. 

Research and development 
areas
The SPG R&D unit currently funds 
research work across a number of 
value chain areas.
1. Pulse breeding
2. Genetic improvement
3. Optimizing agronomic practices
4. End-use processing and utilization/
health outcomes 

Pulse breeding/genetic 
improvement
In the area of pulse breeding, SPG 
funds both long-term pulse breeding 
variety development through the 
University of Saskatoon’s (U of S) 
Crop Development Centre (CDC), 
and funding work on the development 
of molecular marker tools and other 
biotechnologies that can assist 
the plant breeder in accelerating 
the plant breeding process. SPG 
has also contributed to the CDC 
pulse breeding programs through 
purchasing additional research 
plot land, as well as field and lab 
equipment, to ensure the capacity for 
pulse breeding continues to increase 
at the U of S. 
 Once improved lines are 
identified, SPG works closely with 
the CDC to fund the increases of 
advanced lines that are near to 

The final area that we actively fund 
at SPG is health outcomes research. 
Pulses are widely seen as a healthy 
addition to human diets, being high in 
fibre, protein, resistant starches, and 
micronutrients. Research in this area 
examines how whole and fractioned 
pulses impact human and animal 
health. Previous SPG-funded research 
in this area has had considerable 
success for both animals and humans. 
For example, previous research 
showed that pulse consumption in 
humans can lower cholesterol levels, 
and has also shown positive effects 
on glycemic (sugar) control, satiety, 
and blood pressure. Some of these 
outcomes may lead to future health 
claims that will contribute significantly 
to growing market demand for pulse 
products in North America and 
elsewhere.
 In future articles, I will focus on 
newly-funded and recently completed 
SPG research projects, as well as 
look at the potential impacts of this 
research and potential follow-up 
to maximize project impact. In the 
meantime, you can visit  
www.saskpulse.com for more R&D 
information, or get in touch with me.

bi
odr. Jeff Parker is the director of 

research and development for 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers. he 
can be reached at  
jparker@saskpulse.com. 
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The Canada Grain Act requires some elevators and 
grain dealers to have a Canadian Grain Commission 
(CGC) license and post security to cover their liabilities 
(what they owe to farmers). Grain dealers and operators 
of primary, terminal and process elevators in Western 
Canada are licensed by the CGC. Seed cleaning plants 
that do not purchase grain and feed mills do not have to 
be licensed.
 As of December 1, 2006, the Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG) Pulse Companies List only includes 
companies who are licensed and secured by the CGC 

(or exempted by regulation), and who are registered to 
submit check-off to SPG. The list was compiled based on 
the CGC’s List of Licensees but also includes those who 
are exempted by regulation due to the nature of their 
business. It is the responsibility of the producer to ensure 
the company s/he is dealing with is reliable. For tips on 
how to do this, check the CGC’s website  
(www.grainscanada.gc.ca) or call them at 800-853-6705 
or 306-780-5035 in Saskatchewan. 

*As of May 16, 2013

* DBA refers to “doing business as”

Pulse Companies List
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city/town Prov telephone more info

Agricom International Inc.    
North 
Vancouver BC 604-983-6922 www.agricom.com

Agrocorp holdings International Inc.         Vancouver BC 604-681-8675 www.agrocorp.ca

All Commodities (AC) Trading Ltd.    Winnipeg MB 204-339-8001 kevin@allcommodities.ca

Alliance Pulse Processors Inc.        regina Sk 306-525-4490 clongley@saskcan.com

Belle Pulses Ltd.     Bellevue Sk 306-423-5202 bellepulses@sasktel.net

Best Cooking Pulses Inc.     rowatt Sk 306-586-7111 www.bestcookingpulses.com

Blue hills Processors (2003) Ltd.      Avonlea Sk 306-868-4488 rbriggs@bhpl.ca

Bornhorst Seeds Ltd.   St. Gregor Sk 306-366-2158 bbornhorst@sasktel.net

Broadgrain Commodities Inc.        Toronto oN 416-504-0070 www.broadgrain.com

C. B. Constantini Ltd.        Saskatoon Sk 306-373-9730 curtis.freeman@cbconstantini.com

C. B. Constantini Ltd.        Vancouver BC 604-669-1212 michael.chong@cbconstantini.com

Canadian Exotic Grains Ltd.        Eston Sk 306-962-4751 info@canadianexoticgrains.com

Cargill Limited   Winnipeg MB 204-947-0141 www.cargill.ca

Commodious Trading Inc.    North Saanich BC 250-652-7807 dnewman@commodious.ca

delmar Commodities Ltd.  Winkler MB 204-331-3696 darryl@delmarcommodities.com

diefenbaker Seed Processors 
Ltd.

     Elbow Sk 306-644-4704 melody@dspdirect.ca 

dunnington holdings Ltd. dBA 
T.W. Commodities

     Swift Current Sk 306-773-9748 curtis@twcommodities.com 

Export Packers Company Ltd.         Brampton oN 905-792-9700 www.exportpackers.com

Fill-More Seeds Inc.    Fillmore Sk 306-722-3353 www.fillmoreseeds.com

Globeways Canada Inc.         Mississauga oN 905-712-1010 www.globeways.com

GrainEx International Ltd.     Sedley Sk 306-885-2288 logistics@grainexcan.com

Great Sandhills Terminal 
Marketing Centre Ltd.   

Leader Sk 306-628-4452 jake.vancuren@gst.ca 

Great Western Grain Company Ltd.      Lloydminster Sk 306-825-4344 bob@greatwesterngrain.com
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PRIMERS / STARTERS / FOLIARS

Speak to an Omex Plant Health Professional today at
1-866-860-9660 or visit omexcanada.com.

P3 is a key component of The First 
30 Days® Nutrient Management 
Program from Omex.

In-crop foliar application of P3 stimulates root growth, 
promotes plant vigour, helps pulses recover from early-season 
stresses, restores yield potential and improves crop maturity.

P3 improves root growth, 
nodule development 

 and above-ground biomass.

HeRbIcIde + P3 | HeRbIcIde OnLy

adOmex_PulsePoint_June2013.indd   1 06/05/2013   11:55:26 AM

Keynotes addresses from:

•	 Galen Weston Jr., executive chairman of Loblaws,
•	 Bruce Croxon, Dragon’s Den/co-founder of Lavalife,
•	 Glen Hodgson, Chief Economist,Conference Board of Canada,
•	 And more. Balancing New

Technology

Brought to you in partnership by Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG), SaskCanola, Sask Flax, and Sask Oats

Registration opens October 1, 2013 
Visit www.cropsphere.com for more information

January 14 & 15, 2014
Saskatoon, SK

TCU Place

Sessions on marketing, agronomy, best farming 
practices, and innovation and leadership
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Ilta Grain Inc.     Surrey BC 604-597-5060 iltagrain@iltagrain.com

J.k. Milling Canada Ltd.      Buchanan Sk 306-276-8008 jkm@jkmilling.ca

J.k. Milling Canada Ltd.      Vancouver BC 604-696-9955 jkm@jkmilling.ca

JGL Grain   Moose Jaw Sk 306-374-1517 glenl@jglgrain.com

Johnson Seeds Ltd., S.S.     Arborg MB 204-376-5228 bjohnson@johnsonseeds.com 

Lackawanna Products Corp.         Longbow Lake oN 807-548-8548 rslackawanna@sasktel.net

Lansing Trade Group, LLC  overland Park kS 513-351-3010 gmcclure@lansingtradegroup.com

Legumex Walker Canada Inc.
       

Winnipeg, 
St. Jean, Morden

MB 800-785-7857 info@legumexwalker.com 

Legumex Walker Canada Inc.
       

Saskatoon, 
regina, Tisdale

Sk 877-975-4474 info@legumexwalker.com 

Louis dreyfus Canada Ltd.    Calgary AB 403-205-3322 www.louisdreyfus.ca

Maviga N.A. Inc.        regina Sk 306-721-8900 www.maviga.com

Mobil Grain Ltd.     regina Sk 877-487-8347 www.mobilgrain.com 

Naber Specialty Grains Ltd.      Melfort Sk 306-752-4115 nsgl@sasktel.net

North West Terminal Ltd.   unity Sk 306-228-3735 www.northwestterminal.com

oleet Processing Ltd.        regina Sk 306-543-4777 otfarms@otfarms.ca

Parrheim Foods, A division of 
Parrish & heimbecker Ltd. 

Saskatoon Sk 306-931-1655 pheim@parrheimfoods.com

Parrish & heimbecker Ltd.
    

Winnipeg MB 204-956-2030 www.parrishandheimbecker.com

PS International, LLC dBA PS 
International, Ltd.    

Chapel hill NC 919-933-7400 tgilligan@psinternational.net

Paterson Grain – a division of 
Paterson Global Foods Inc.        

Winnipeg MB 204-956-2090 info@patersongrain.com 

Prairie Pulse Inc.  Vanscoy Sk 306-249-9236 allan@prairiepulse.com 

Prairie West Terminal Ltd.    Plenty Sk 306-932-4446 jfehr@p-w-t.ca

Prime Seeds International Inc.      Vancouver BC 604-990-2500 simon@primeproseeds.com

Provalcid Inc.    Varennes qC 450-652-3916 www.provalcid.com

Providence Grain Group Inc.
 

Fort 
Saskatchewan

AB 780-997-0211 www.providencegrainsolutions.ca

richardson Pioneer Ltd.    Winnipeg MB 204-934-5961 www.jri.ca

rW organic Ltd.    Mossbank Sk 306-354-2660 rworganic@sasktel.net

Scoular Canada Ltd.      Calgary AB 403-720-9050 www.scoular.com

Seedtec Ltd.       qu’Appelle Sk 306-699-7368 www.terramax.sk.ca

Seed-Ex Inc.    Letellier MB 204-737-2000 roger@seed-ex.com

Shafer Commodities Inc.     Morden MB 204-822-6275 hhalstead@shafercom.com

Simpson Seeds Inc.    Moose Jaw Sk 306-693-2132 ssi@simpsonseeds.com 

South West Terminal Ltd.    Gull Lake Sk 306-672-4112 www.swt.sk.ca

Southland Pulse Inc.      Estevan Sk 306-634-8008 shawn.southland@sasktel.net

Sunrise Foods International Inc.         Saskatoon Sk 306-931-4576 tallen@sunrisefoods.ca

Toepfer International, Western 
Grain & Processing division Ltd.

       
Saskatoon Sk 306-657-3455 www.westerngrain.com 

Veikle Grain Ltd.    Cut knife Sk 306-398-4714 veikle.seeds@sasktel.net

Ventures West Processors Ltd. dBA 
Canpulse Foods  

kindersley Sk 306-463-4444 canpulsekindersley@sasktel.net
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Victoria Pulse Trading Corp.      Vancouver BC 604-733-1094 tala@victoriapulse.ca

Viterra Inc.         Contact your local Viterra Sales rep www.viterra.ca

Weyburn Inland Terminal Ltd. (includes 
Vigro Seed & Supply, an operating 
division of Weyburn Inland Terminal Ltd.)



Sedley Sk 306-885-2144 www.wit.ca 

Wilbur-Ellis Company of Canada Ltd.   Saskatoon Sk 306-934-8244 www.wilburellis.com
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These companies are exempted by regulation as they are processing pulses for feed milling and are not reselling.

Chesterfield Stock Farm (1997) Ltd.  Mantario Sk 306-460-9344

Elite Stock Farm Ltd.   outlook Sk 306-243-2005 elite.sf@sasktel.net

Northern Feeds Inc.  Spiritwood Sk 306-883-3311 cseidle@fastgenetics.com 

oly Sky LP         humboldt Sk 306-682-5041 duanekarcha@olysky.ca

Tradex Commodity Group Inc.    Saskatoon Sk 306-975-7066 sean@tradexgroup.net

Western Commodities Trading Inc.    Tisdale Sk 306-873-4401 ken.wat@sasktel.net
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These companies are exempted by regulation because they handle grain on behalf of producers which is intended for loading
into producer cars and they do not purchase or sell grain.

West Central road & rail     Eston Sk 306-962-4528 customerservice@WCrr.ca

White Water Coulee Cleaners Ltd.      Bracken Sk 306-293-2101 
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 • The Canadian Grain 
Commission will be re-classifying 
licences as needed following a 
recently completed licensing review. 
This will begin on August 1, 2010 
as individual licences come up for 
renewal.
 For more information on this, 
visit the CGC website at  
www.grainscanada.gc.ca.

Q. Why aren’t there 
standardized contracts for 
pulses, ones that have delivery 
dates included?
A. Growers are advised to use best 
management practices when it 
comes to contracts and selling pulse 
crops. There are sample contracts 
available for growers on the SPG 
website, to be used as a guideline for 
buyers who use their own contracts.
You can access them at  
www.saskpulse.com under the 
buying and selling tab, or email 
pulse@saskpulse.com for this 
information. 

Q. What is the long-term 
market for pulse crops?
A. Chuck Penner spoke about 
market outlook for pulses for the 
next five to 10 years at Pulse Days 
2013, taking into consideration 
population distribution, urbanization, 
dietary considerations, and consumer 
trends. This presentation is available 
on our website at www.saskpulse.
com under the “Events” tab or 
email pulse@saskpulse.com for this 
information.  

Q. When will there be a better 
variety of marrowfat pea? 
Standing up and bleaching are 
problems, as is poor disease 
tolerance.
A. The CDC is developing marrowfat 
pea varieties with powdery mildew 
resistance, large seed size, and 
improved bleaching resistance. 
Lodging resistance is improving 
gradually.
—Tom Warkentin, Crop 
Development Centre/University of 
Saskatchewan

Earlier this year, Saskatchewan  
Pulse Growers conducted a grower 
survey and received a number 
of questions in return. As these 
questions are potentially valuable to a 
larger audience, we chose to publish 
them below, with answers from our 
local experts. 
 As a reminder to growers, SPG 
is always here to help you with 
questions such as these. Feel free to 
get in touch with us at any time at 
pulse@saskpulse.com or  
(306) 668-5556.

Q. Are the processors still 
allowed to deduct 1% for 
shrinkage?
A. The shrinkage rule changed in 
2010. According to the Canadian 
Grain Commission (CGC) website: 
 • Effective August 1, 2010, 
licensed primary elevators will no 
longer deduct a 1.1% moisture 
rebound factor for grain artificially 
dried at primary elevators.
 • The comprehensive shrinkage 
proposal to set shrinkage levels to 
zero at licensed process and transfer 
elevators will appear in the Canada 
Gazette for further comment.

We Will Now Take Questions 
Pulse industry experts answer growers' most timely pulse questions
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Q. I heard there is a scientist 
in Colorado who has 
developed a winter pea variety 
that can yield up to 100 
bushels an acres (bu/ac). 
Do you know anything about 
that?
A. There is not much winter pea 
production in the world at this 
point, with the exception of a little 
in Europe and the northwest United 
States (U.S.). There has been some 
research done on this subject in 
Europe, the U.S., and southern 
Alberta, but in Saskatchewan we 
would need better cold tolerance for 
the seed cost risk.

—Tom Warkentin, Crop 
Development Centre/University of 

Saskatchewan

Q. There is a Japanese market 
for Austrian winter peas. They 
seem to be quite resistant 
to root rot. They require 
desiccation. They have a 
much bigger root mass, thus 
more nodules for nitrogen 
fixation. They may be more 
fungus resistant. What do you 
know about this?
A. Austrian winter peas have purple 
flowers and pigmented seed coats, 
as do the dun and maple varieties. 
This type tends to have better root 
rot resistance due to the tannin-
containing seed coats which are 
somewhat anti-fungal.  

—Tom Warkentin, Crop 
Development Centre/University of 

Saskatchewan

Q. Can you develop pea 
varieties that don't crack? 
The old Tenner pea variety 
was tougher, more resistant 
to cracking.
A. CDC Striker and CDC Golden 
have very durable seed coats, as do 
most recent varieties.

—Tom Warkentin, Crop 
Development Centre/University of 

Saskatchewan

Q. Are you working on a 
variety that is more resistant 
to root rot and designed for 
wet weather? For example, 
six to seven years ago, we 
were able to get 50 bu/ac. 
A. Root rot is a complex of diseases 
— and that makes the problem 
complex! See the article I wrote for 
the December issue of PulsePoint 
on this topic at www.saskpulse.com 
under the “communications” tab, 
or email pulse@saskpulse.com to 
request a copy. 

—Tom Warkentin, Crop 
Development Centre/University of 

Saskatchewan

Q. Are you working on new 
green pea varieties? There are 
only a few that are powdery 
mildew resistant. 
A. We have released several new 
green pea varieties in recent years, 
all of which are powdery mildew 
resistant. To learn more about the 
newest pulse crop varieties for 
2013, visit www.saskpulse.com 
under the “pulse industry” tab, or 
email  
pulse@saskpulse.com for this 
information. 

—Tom Warkentin, Crop 
Development Centre/University of 

Saskatchewan

Q. We farm along the SK/
MB border south of the No. 
1 Hwy. Black Medic is a 
serious problem here. Is there 
anything we can do about it? 
Over the last 20 years the 
standability of new varieties 
has improved. 
A. Black medic is an annual 
legume, as is dry pea. There are no 
herbicides registered for use in this 
situation and anything that black 
medic won’t tolerate would not be 
tolerated by the peas either. Your 
best plan is to rotate crops where 
there are registered herbicides that 
will be effective on the black medic. 

Dormant black medic seeds may 
persist in the soil for up to 20 years 
so the chances of eradicating it  
as a weed from your field are not 
very good.  
 Nearly all of the pea varieties 
are semileafless leaf type with 
tendrils instead of leaflets. These 
tendrils give the pea plant enhanced 
standability and reduced lodging.

—Dale Risula, 
Saskatchewan Agriculture

Q. There are more diseases in 
the water runs lately than we 
expected. Why is that? 
A. There are three essential 
components that must be present 
for disease to prevail in crops: 
environment, pathogen, and host 
plant. Water is a channel for many 
pathogens to survive and increase 
in. Temperature is another factor 
that dictates which pathogens will 
flourish and which won’t. Many 
pathogens survive in the soil over 
time and when conditions are wet, 
disease is more likely to become 
pronounced. If soils are cool, you 
may have diminished plant growth 
but disease organisms might still 
grow steadily, so diseases can have 
an advantage over the plant in these 
situations. 

—Dale Risula, 
Saskatchewan Agriculture

Q. We are still seeing 
declining pea yields. What is 
going on?
Some claims have been made 
about declining pea yields over the 
past few years in Saskatchewan. 
The Ministry of Saskatchewan 
Agriculture, SPG, and the CDC are 
investigating this issue. Currently the 
information we have is inconclusive 
and may be isolated to specific 
areas, but we will share more 
information is it becomes available. 

—Dale Risula, 
Saskatchewan Agriculture

32



 PulsePoint Magazine • June 2013

Mission ImPULSEible
SPG/Pulse Canada-hosted competition encourages  

innovation in pulse foods
by Amanda Woroniuk

Imagine eating cookies while at the 
same time consuming fibre, protein, 
and other vital nutrients. That’s what 
the inventors of the Pummy cookie 

had in mind when they entered the 
Saskatchewan regional Mission 
ImPULSEible food development 
competition this spring. 

 

Hosted by SPG and Pulse Canada, 
the event was created in 2009 to 
increase awareness of pulses and 
to encourage the development 
of innovative and exciting pulse-
based food products. It is also an 
opportunity for students to develop 
their food development skills, says 
Michael Nickerson, Professor of 
Foods and Bio-product Sciences 
at the University of Saskatchewan 
(U of S), as they are required to 
lead the project through concept to 
execution.  
 “This competition showcases the 
potential pulses have from both a 
health and functional standpoint,” he 

This year’s winning team, Cathy Yun Wang, (second from left), Sarah Malinowski (fourth from 
left), and Kun Zhu (far right) with Michael Nickerson, Professor of Foods and Bio-product 
Sciences at the University of Saskatchewan (centre) and Christine Farkas, Manager, Food 

Product & Culinary Innovation, Pulse Canada (left).

sPg/Pulse canada-

hosted competition 

encourages innovation 

in pulse foods. 
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says. “The idea is that students take 
a food idea, shape it into a concept, 
develop a prototype, and launch it.” 
 It also introduces students to a 
network of opportunity for future 
endeavors and allows them to earn 
credit for their university courses, as 
Nickerson makes the competition 
a component of his course in food 
product development. His students’ 
final grade is based on their product 
development and presentation.
 This year’s winning team, 
students Cathy Yun Wang, Sarah 
Malinowski, and Kun Zhu were 
happy to have had the opportunity 
to do something that might help 
them build future careers. 
 “Both myself and my groupmate 
Sarah love product development,” 
Yun Wang said. “This was a really 
good experience for us.”
 The pulse-based Pummy cookie 
is a take on traditional oatmeal 
raisin cookies but modified with 
black Beluga lentil flour, chickpea 
puree, and functional pea fibre. The 

competition’s judges, who came from 
both industry and academia, graded 
the entries in a variety of areas, 
including product concept, delivery, 
and sensory quality. Judges were 
impressed with the Pummy’s taste 
and appearance, with its colourful 
chunks of dried fruits and seeds. 
 In addition to the first prize 
of $1,000, the winning team will 
compete at the Mission ImPULSEible 
nationals at the CSCA convention in 
Calgary in June.  
 The second and third place 
teams received $650 and $350. 
The second place team created a 

pulse-based spread, while the third 
place team created chicken breast 
with a pulse-based coating and a 
pulse stuffing. Other entries included 
chocolate pulse-based pasta and an 
energy brownie.
 For more information on Mission 
ImPULSEible, visit www.pulsecanada.com

The idea is that students take

a food idea, shape it into a concept,

develop a prototype, and launch it."

34

This year’s runner up, a pulse-based spread, was designed with busy and health-conscious moms in mind.

bi
oAmanda Woroniuk is the 

Communications and Promotions 
Coordinator for Saskatchewan 
Pulse Growers. She can be reached 
at aworoniuk@saskpulse.com.
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Eating Pulses to Save the World
New videos explore the pulse industry’s contribution 

to a sustainable Earth
by denis tremorin

a growing world population. It also 
focuses on how pulses provide an 
opportunity to feed the world’s 
population, while also making 
a positive contribution to the 
environment.
 The second video, Big Plans, 
shares Pulse Canada’s vision of the 
future – a world where consumers 
can reduce the environmental 

True or false: Feeding the 
world’s growing population 
means agriculture’s 
environmental footprint will 
also grow.
 Sustainability experts say 
false.  
 On April 22, in recognition of 
Earth Day, Pulse Canada launched 
two videos that demonstrate 
how pulses can contribute to 
the sustainability of global food 
production and how consumers can 
reduce the environmental impact of 
their diets by choosing to eat more 
pulses. 
 The first video, Food of 
the Future, focuses on the 
environmental challenges facing the 
global agriculture industry in feeding 

footprint of their food choices every 
day, at every meal. Consumers 
often think about the cars they 
drive, the energy efficiency of their 
homes, or their recycling habits as 
ways to reduce their impact on the 
environment. This video shows how 
consumers can also think about their 
food choices as ways to reduce their 
environmental impact, by choosing 
to eat more pulses. This video 
also encourages the development 
of new, innovative food products 
containing pulses. 
 A third video, set to be released 
in early summer 2013, captures 
on-farm perspectives of pulse 
growers, and includes interviews 
with Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 

new videos explore the pulse industry’s contribution 

to a sustainable earth.

Consumers can think about their 

food choices as ways to reduce their 

environmental impact."



 PulsePoint Magazine • June 2013

and sustainable attributes of pulse 
crops to both food companies and 
consumers. Pulse Canada will be 
targetting both these groups in their 
mass distribution of the videos, 
which will includes mediums such 
as YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, 
and other online venues. Links to 
the videos were also included in 
Pulse Canada’s April electronic 

Board members John Bennett and 
Lee Moats. This video explores 
what drives farmers to adopt 
environmentally friendly farming 
practices, and how pulse crops 
make a positive impact on the 
environmental footprint of their farms.  
 These videos are part of Pulse 
Canada’s strategy to communicate 
the health, nutrition, functional, 

newsletter, on the RealAgriculture 
website, and on FCC Express 
(Farm Credit Canada’s online news 
portal.) You can also find them on 
Pulse Canada's website at www.
pulsecanada.com/environment. 
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bi
odenis Tremorin is the director, 

Sustainability, for Pulse Canada. 
he can be reached at  
dtremorin@pulsecanada.com. 

Pulse Canada's Food of the Future video shows how pulses provide an opportunity to feed 
the world’s population while having a positive environmental impact. 

Pulse Canada's Big Plans video shows how consumers can think about their food choices as ways to reduce their environmental impact, by 
choosing to eat more pulses.
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OnPoint
Welcome New Saskatchewan 
Pulse Growers Staff
SPG would like to extend a warm 
welcome to two new staff members.

Cheryl Gore 
joined the SPG 
team in April, in 
the position as 
Administrative 
Assistant. 
Cheryl has 
a diploma 
in business 
with a major 

in marketing and she brings more 
than twenty years of administrative/
customer service experience to 
the SPG team, having worked in 
a variety of industries including 
hospitality, postal, and mining.

Margaret Parson joined the SPG 
team in May, in the position of 
Accounting Technician. She brings 

a strong 
background 
in accounting, 
with more 
than 15 years 
of experience 
working in 
public practice 
and more than 

10 years of experience in the not-for-
profit sector. Most recently, Margaret 
worked with Checks n Balances 
Business Services, in Saskatoon, 
providing accounting services to 
companies in the Saskatoon area.

2014 Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers Board of Directors 
Nominations Open
Elections are being held for five 
positions on Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers’s 2014 Board of Directors. 
Nominations are being accepted 
until 12 PM, Friday, September 27, 
2013.
Responsibilities:
• 10 Board meetings per year (one 
per month except during harvest and 
seeding)
• Conference calls as required
• Average time commitment of 
Directors is 50 days per year
 For a copy of the nomination 
form, flip to Pg. 39 or visit  
www.saskpulse.com. Nomination 
forms are due by 12 PM on Friday, 
September 27, 2013.

Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation (SCIC) Deadlines
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
(SCIC) reminds its customers of the 
following deadlines:

Thursday, June 20, 2013 — 
deadline to submit claims for crops 
that fail to establish. 
Tuesday, June 25, 2013 — Seeded 
Acreage Reports due. If acres are too 
wet to seed, this is the deadline for 
Unseeded Acreage claims.
Tuesday, June 25, 2013 — deadline 
to report any stored grain, to avoid it 
being counted as new production in 
the event of a claim. 
 SCIC also reminds customers that 
to be insurable, a crop is expected to 
reach a reasonable level of maturity 
before the first fall frost date in your 
area. If you are unsure about a crop 
or variety, please talk to a customer 
service office. 
 To learn more, visit  
www.saskcropinsurance.com.

Informa Economics seeks 
grower respondents for crop 
surveys 
Crop surveys can play an important 
role in both production and 
marketing decisions. Having timely 
area, yield and production estimates 
for Canadian crops, and knowing 
how to use the forecasts can make a 
difference in the profitability of your 
farm or farm business. 
 In order to achieve this 
information Informa Economics 

More than 75 people attended SPG's 2012 Field Day, touring plots of varieties of pea, lentil, and chickpea in the final stages of testing, as well 
as dry bean, chickpea ascochyta, and soybean trial plots.
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needs growers across Canada 
to help, by becoming survey 
respondents. If you choose to 
participate in this survey, Informa 
Economics will send you easy-to-
read summaries of the high-level 
results for Canada, to help you stay 
informed. All growers that have 
signed up and actively participated by 
the end of July will also be entered to 
win a tablet computer. 
 For more information visit 
www.informaecon.com/canada/
surveyrespondent.asp.

27th Annual Canadian Special 
Crops Association (CSCA) 
Convention – June 23–25, 
2013/Calgary, AB
The CSCA Convention is North 
America’s largest gathering of pulse 
and special crop industry leaders 
and an opportunity to gain insight 
and information on agronomy, 
market outlook, and economics and 
transportation issues.

 This year’s program includes 
speakers Ira Blumenthal, CO-
OPPORTUNITIES, Inc.; Chef 
Michael Smith, the Food Network; 
Brian Clancey, STAT Publishing, and 
much more. For a complete listing 
of speakers, to register, or for more 
information, visit www.specialcrops.
mb.ca/convention. 

SPG Field Day – July 24, 2013/
Saskatoon, SK
Mark your calendars! SPG’s 2013 
Select Grower field day will take 
place Wednesday, July 24. The tour 
gives Select status seed growers the 
opportunity to see pulse crop varieties 
that are in the final stages of testing 
before they are released through the 
Variety Release Program.
 Last year’s tour included Breeder 
seed plots of new varieties of pea, 
lentil, chickpea, and faba bean, as 
well as herbicide trials for chickpea 
and desiccation trials for lentils. It 
also included a look at dry bean 
regional and co-op trials, the chickpea 
ascochyta nursery, and soybean trials. 
 For more information on the 
field tour, please contact SPG’s 

Commercial Seed Manager Raelene 
Regier at 306-668-1053 or 
rregier@saskpulse.com. 

CropSphere 2014 – January 14 
& 15, 2013/Saskatoon, SK
CropSphere is a brand new event 
for Saskatchewan growers, brought 
to you by Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG), SaskCanola, Sask. 
Oat Development Commission, and 
SaskFlax. 
 Sessions will include marketing, 
agronomy and best farming 
practices, and innovation and 
leadership, as well as keynotes 
addresses from Galen Weston Jr., 
executive chairman of Loblaws, 
Bruce Croxon, Dragon’s Den/co-
founder of Lavalife, Glen Hodgson, 
Chief Economist for the Conference 
Board of Canada, and more.    
 Registration opens October 1, 
2013, and discounted hotel rates are 
now posted online. 
 Visit www.cropsphere.com for 
more information. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Dr. Bert Vandenberg speaks to attendees of SPG's 2012 Field Day about lentil plots at Kernan Research Farms.



Nomination Form
In accordance with the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers Regulations, I, the undersigned hereby submit my name as a
candidate for election to a seat on the Board of Directors of the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.

         
First Name  Last Name

         
Address/Town

         
Postal Code  Email

         
Telephone  Fax
         
 Signature

I have grown the following  2012 2013
pulse crops:
         

         

         

I nominate the above pulse producer as a candidate for election as a Director of the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.

         
Name of Active Producer (signature)   Name of Active Producer (signature)   Name of Active Producer (signature)

         
Name (please print)   Name (please print)   Name (please print)

         
Address (box number and town/city name)  Address (box number and town/city name)  Address (box number and town/city name) 

         
Telephone   Telephone  Telephone

         
Fax or Email   Fax or Email   Fax or Email

Please return this form to:
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, 207–116 Research Drive, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, S7N 3R3

Fax: 306-651-3043 Email: sweber@saskpulse.com 

Note: Only registered producers can hold office, vote, or nominate others. If your dealings with the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (e.g.
check‐off) have been through your company name, rather than your own name, you must sign a Designated Representative Form”
which designates you as a representative of the company for election and nomination purposes. Please contact the Saskatchewan

Pulse Growers Office at 306‐668‐0590 if you think this might apply to you.

2014 Board of Directors Nominations

If you are an active pulse producer (i.e. you have sold 
a pulse crop and paid check-off to Saskatchewan 

Pulse Growers within the last two years), and would 
like to be instrumental in growing Saskatchewan’s 
pulse industry, fill in the nomination form below. It 
must be signed by three other active producers.

Responsibilities:
• 10 Board meetings per year (one per month except during 

harvest and seeding)
• Conference calls as required
• Average time commitment of Directors is 50 days per year

Five positions are open for Directors on the Board of the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.
Nominations are being accepted until 12:00 PM on FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2013.
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In April I attended the CICILS IPTIC 
2013 World Pulses Convention in 
Singapore. CICILS is a not-for-profit 
confederation with a mandate to 
promote the awareness, production, 
consumption, and free trade of 
pulses. This year’s annual convention 
brought together approximately 700 
members of the international pulse 
industry, representing 17 industry 
associations and 55 countries, to 
network, share information, and 
share market outlook perspectives 
for the industry, as well as upcoming 
opportunities for the global pulse food 
value chain.    
 One of the most exciting 
discussion topics this year was 

the proposal before the Food and 
Agricultural organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) to officially 
declare 2016 the International Year 
of the Pulse (IYP). This proposal was 
made by the Turkish government 
on CICILS’ behalf and is now 
gaining widespread support and 
endorsements from members of the 
industry from across the globe. 
 While we are still sorting out 
the details of what a project of this 
scope would entail, we know that 
if this project moves forward, it 
will be a huge, historic, and unique 
opportunity for the pulse industry 
in a number of areas. Primarily it 
would hand us a global platform to 
promote pulses to different audiences 
worldwide, including consumers, 
media, government, industry, food 
aid organizations, international 
development agencies such as the 
World Bank, and philanthropic 
organizations, such as the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. It would 
also help us promote the potential 
of pulses to help solve world hunger 
and nutrition problems, and to 
highlight, leverage, and extend work 

Happy New Pulse Year? 
Industry members are working towards officially declaring 2016 

the International Year of the Pulse
by carl Potts

Executive Director, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 

we’ve already done in these areas. 
All of this would be supportive of 
the investments SPG is making in 
research, and market promotion, as 
well as in SPG’s investments in the 
work conducted by Pulse Canada. 
Finally, this would be an incredible 
opportunity to secure support and 
funding for our ongoing and future 
work from a global audience that we 
couldn’t possibly achieve on our own. 
 Where are we at on this project? 
In April, the FAO Council approved 
the first and most important of three 
rounds of approval needed to move 
this project forward (the final one will 
take place this December). While it’s 
still early, preliminary plans are being 
drafted among CICILS partners, 
including Pulse Canada, so that we 
have plans ready to be put in motion 
as soon as we are ready to move 
forward. 
 Stay tuned for more information 
later this year and next year on this 
exciting initiative. In the meantime, 
take pride in knowing that the food 
you grow, and your industry is on the 
world’s radar as one that will impact 
the future. 
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Visit Lentils.ca for more recipe ideas

INGREDIENTS

4-5 cups  (1-1.25 L) thickly sliced peaches
1 cup      (250 mL) fresh or frozen raspberries
⅓ cup      (85 mL) sugar
1 Tbsp     (15 mL) cornstarch
¼ cup      (60 mL) dry red lentils
¾ cup      (185 mL) all-purpose flour
½ cup      (125 mL) oats (old-fashioned or 
     quick-cooking)
½ cup      (125 mL) packed brown sugar
¼ cup      (60 mL) butter
1 Tbsp     (15 mL) liquid honey or maple syrup

STEP BY STEP
 
1. Preheat the oven to 350˚F. In a large baking dish, toss 
    together the peaches and raspberries. In a small dish,       
    stir together the sugar and cornstarch. Sprinkle over the 
    fruit and toss to coat.

2. In a small saucepan of boiling water, cook the lentils for 
    10-15 minutes, until soft. Drain well and set aside to cool  
    completely. In a bowl combine the flour, oats, brown sugar,  
    butter, and honey. Blend until well-combined and crumbly.  
   Add the cooked lentils and toss gently with your fingers to  
   combine.

3. Sprinkle the lentil mixture over the fruit, squeezing it as     
    you go to create larger clumps. Bake for 40-45 minutes,   
    until the topping is golden and crisp and the fruit is tender  
    and bubbly around the edges.

4. Serve warm, with ice cream or whipped cream.

   Servings: 6

 PEACH AND RASPBERRY CRUMBLE
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



Novozymes is the world leader in bioinnovation. Together with customers across a broad  
array of industries we create tomorrow’s industrial biosolutions, improving our customers’ business 
and the use of our planet’s resources. Read more at www.novozymes.com.

® JumpStart, TagTeam, MultiAction, Optimize, LCO Promoter Technology and Cell-Tech are registered 
trademarks of Novozymes A/S. ©2013 Novozymes. All rights reserved. 13004  04.13

Thank you for making us 
part of your crop fertility plans

To all our customers who purchased our science-based products 
JumpStart®, TagTeam®, Optimize®, and Cell-Tech®: thank you for trusting 
us to improve your fertilizer efficiency, boost yields, and give you a better 

return on your investment!

With 12 Canadian Sales Reps supported by an agronomic staff, we look 
forward to continuing to serve you with unmatched service and support. 

From our labs to your fields, our dedication to your farm’s profitability 
ensures you achieve maximum benefit when incorporating our  

science-based products on your farm.

1.888.744.5662 | www.bioag.novozymes.com
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