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Competitive inoculant Nodulator ® XL-treated crop

New Nodulator® XL has the most active strain of rhizobia 
you can buy, pumping up plant roots with key nutrients 
for 3% to 8% more yield in peas and lentils.*

2011 yield results are proving it. In 12 head-to-head  
 

co-operators in Alberta and Saskatchewan, Nodulator® XL 
won 92% of the time, out-yielding the competitor’s product 
by an average of 1.6 bu./ac. or 3.25%! And our small-plot 
trials show even higher yield increases in lentils.

The roots are where the real action happens. 
Take a look at the Nodulator® XL roots, right, 
compared to a competitive inoculant on the left.

Which root system do you think will: 

       The advantage is obvious. And this stronger  
           foundation also produces a darker green,  
              more uniform crop.

               Please visit  

               NodulatorXL.com  
               for all the details.

Nodulator® XL takes 
yields to the next level.

* Source: Independently generated field data from  
87 station years (peas) and 84 station years (lentils). Station years = # of trials X # of years.

Nodulator®  and XLerated Performance. Accelerated Yield.™ are trademarks or registered  
trademark used under license by Becker Underwood Canada Ltd. The Becker Underwood logo 

is a trademark of Becker Underwood, Inc. and is licensed to Becker Underwood Canada Ltd. 

Complete trial data available at NodulatorXL.com
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The Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
(SPG) 2012 Board of Directors 
is a mixture of new, old and 
returning faces with a variety of 
backgrounds and perspectives. We 
are excited to have such a diverse 
and accomplished Board of Directors 
this year as we move forward with 
strategic planning to continue getting 
the best value for our Saskatchewan 
producers. 

Chair
Morgan Nunweiler 
Morgan joined our Board in 
2011 and brings with him a 
fresh, progressive perspective 
from a younger generation of 
pulse producers in Saskatchewan. 
Morgan and his wife Carly farm 
in the Rosetown area, where 
approximately 40% of their crops 
are seeded to pulses.  
 Morgan’s priorities as Chairman 
include the continued support of 
the breeding program at the Crop 
Development Centre (CDC), working 
towards finding better weed control 
solutions in lentils, and improving 
grading and security for producers.

Meet Our New Board of Directors
Vice-chair
Dan Flynn 
Dan joined our Board of Directors in 
2011. He farms near Beechy with 
his dad, growing a variety of crops 
including red and green lentil, yellow 
pea and chickpea. 

New Directors
Dr. Bert Vandenberg
As a Plant Breeder with the CDC, 
a professor in the Department of 
Plant Sciences at the University 
of Saskatchewan, and the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC) Industrial 
Research Chair in Lentil Genetic 
Improvement, Bert brings decades 
of valuable experience and input 
to our Board, as well as fresh 
perspectives and opinions on 
innovation in the industry.

Shawn Buhr
Shawn was previously on SPG’s 
Board as a Director from 1998 to 
2004 and as Chairman in 2003/04. 
Shawn and his wife Tracy have 
operated a 6,400-acre farm near 
Lucky Lake for nearly 20 years. 

Pulses, including red lentils and field 
peas, comprise 20–40% of their 
rotation. 

Jim Moen
Jim was chairman of the SPG Board 
in 2007, having served as a Director 
from 2002 to 2007. Jim and his 
wife Nancy have produced pulses 
on their 3,200-acre farm near Cabri 
for nearly 20 years. Pulses comprise 
about 40% of their rotation and 
include green and red lentils, kabuli 
chickpeas and field peas. 

Returning Directors
Vicki Dutton
Since 1974, pulse crops have added 
value to Vicki's farm in the Paynton 
area where she farms with her 
husband David. Pulse crops, including 
peas and red lentils, account for 
25–33% of their rotation. 

Lee Moats
Lee and his family farm a third 
generation, 2,660-acre farm in 
Riceton where they have adopted a 
no-till system. Pulse crops make up 
25–40% of their annual acreage.

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers' 2012 Board of Directors. From left, Shawn Buhr, Vicki Dutton, Morgan Nunweiler, Bert Vandenberg, Lee Moats, 
Jim Moen, Dan Flynn.

SPG Board of Directors
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Technology on Your Farm

1	 	 Introducing	SPG’s	New	Board	of	Directors		

3	 	 Pulse	Disease	Management	for	2012			
	 	 We can’t control the weather, but there are ways for you to reduce the impact of 

disease in your pulse crops this year.
 
6	 	 Pulse	Production	in	Russia,	Ukraine	and	Kazakhstan:	New	Competition?
  When these Black Sea countries ramp up production, it can have a big impact  

on global markets, including pulses. 

8	 	 Pulse	Production	in	Ukraine		
  A look at what the country is currently growing and projections for the future.  

11	 When	Can	a	Contract	Disappear?	 	
  In today’s tumultuous industry, non-performance of agreements is common – but are 

there circumstances where it is justified? 
   
12	 2012	Pulse	Variety	Descriptions		

18	 Smartphones:	A	Smart	Choice	for	Producers		
  Whether you are new to the smartphone, or have been using one for years,  

here’s how mobile technology can impact your farm business.  

22	 Canadians,	Eat	Your	Lentils!				
  SPG’s market promotion campaign aims to increase lentil 
  consumption in North America.

25	 Celebrity	Chefs	
  From our kitchen to yours, Celebrity Chefs share their favourite pulse recipes.   

26	 Creating	Market	Demand	for	Canadian	Green	Lentils	In	India	
	 	 How SPG-funded research influenced a main ingredient in traditional Indian 

cuisine.   

29	 Congratulations	to	the	2011	Pulse	Promoter	of	the	Year!	
	 	 A quick look at Murad Al-Katib's success over the past decade.   

30	 Positioning	Pulses	as	the	“Food	of	the	Future”		
  Pulse Canada’s ongoing work with Loblaws is an example of how we are using 

innovation to create interest in pulses – and it is working!  

33	 A	Familiar	Face	at	the	Crop	Development	Centre		
	 	 Meet the new Managing Director of the CDC, Dr. Kofi Agblor – formerly SPG’s 

Director of Research.    

35	 Thank	you	for	Another	Successful	Pulse Days!  	
	 	 Thank you to everyone who made our annual event a success once again.     

36	 On	Point		

37	 Working	for	You/Your	Check-off	Dollars	at	Work			

40	 Closing	Thoughts	
	 	 Recent opportunities to talk to growers have been particularly insightful for 

SPG’s new Executive Director Carl Potts.  

As more and more farmers are using smartphones, social media and other digital 

technology to make their businesses more fluent with the times, we decided to run a series 

about using technology to increase profitability on your farm. Flip to Pg. 18 to learn 

about choosing a smartphone and applications (apps) best suited to your needs. Also in 

this issue, we want to help you get ready for another planting season with weather and 

disease outlooks for the year, advice about contract agreements, descriptions of the new 

pulse varieties released by the CDC, and more. Chuck Penner also shares some interesting 

thoughts about growing pulse production capacity in Russia and the Ukraine on Pg. 6. 

Happy planting season!
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Seed and Disease

Key components of the plant 
disease cycle, such as infection and 
dispersal mechanisms, are favoured 
by moisture. This is why crop 
diseases were on our radar in 2011, 
following a remarkably wet 2010 
season. When we see more disease 
in the field, we can almost always 
assume there will be more disease 
inoculum produced for pathogen 
survival in the plant residue, seed, 
or soil, posing a threat for future 
seasons.
 Reports of pulse diseases on 
lentil crops in 2010 included 
ascochyta blight, anthracnose, 
sclerotinia white mould, botrytis 
grey mould, and stemphylium blight 
on lentil crops. Reports from 2010 
also included the ascochyta complex 
on pea crops, ascochyta blight on 
chickpea crops, and sclerotinia white 
mould on dry bean crops. These 
diseases were observed again in 
2011, but due to warm, dry weather 
conditions later in the season, the 
impact was not as severe as the 
previous year. Root rots were also 
reported on pulse crops in 2010 
and 2011, particularly in areas 
where crops were stressed due to 
excess moisture early in the season. 
 Although you can't control the 
weather this season, you can use 
integrated pest management (IPM) 
strategies to reduce the impact 
of disease. Some IPM strategies 
to consider include crop rotation, 
variety selection, seed quality 
and treatments, sanitation, crop 
scouting, and fungicides.

by Faye Dokken-Bouchard

Pulse Disease Management 
for 2012

Crop Rotation and Variety 
Selection
One of the best ways to prevent 
disease is to break the disease cycle 
and reduce inoculum levels. This 
can be accomplished through crop 
rotation. Varieties with disease-
resistance can also help prevent 
disease, which may slow the buildup 
of disease inoculum and reduce the 
need for fungicides.

Seed Quality and Seed 
Treatments
According to data from 
Saskatchewan seed testing labs, seed 
quality has improved compared to 
last year. The amount of disease-free 
seed was low for pulses in 2010 and 
fusarium was an issue in cereals. 
Fortunately, disease measured in 
the 2011 crop has returned to what 
we would consider “average” levels. 
However, provincial averages can 
disguise regional or individual seed 
lot issues so testing is recommended 
for each farm and field.
 Thresholds for seed-borne 
disease levels will help you 
determine whether the seed can be 
used and under what circumstances 
a seed treatment should be 
considered. To interpret your seed-
testing results: 

• talk to your seed analyst, 
agronomist, or local Ministry of 
Agriculture Regional Crop Specialist
• visit www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca and 
search “seed-borne diseases”
• contact the Agriculture Knowledge 
Centre at 1-866-457-2377.

Sanitation
Remove dirt lumps from equipment 
whenever possible (in between fields) 
and clean shoes after scouting crops 
with disease. This may help prevent 
spread of soil-borne diseases, 
as well as certain pulse diseases 
that produce secondary inoculum 
(eg. ascochyta blight spores). 
Furthermore, if you grow canola in 
addition to pulses, soil sanitation is a 
clubroot prevention tool that should 
be used in years when you are not 
growing susceptible crops.

Crop Scouting and Fungicides
The fungicide decision-making 
process should start before we 
see a lot of disease by penciling 
in possible applications ahead 
of time and calculating whether 
disease control measures will pay. 
Watching the weather forecast is as 
important as crop scouting. If early 
symptoms appear and the weather 
is favourable for disease, pulse crops 

Although you can’t control the weather, you can use 

integrated pest management strategies to reduce the 

impact of disease in 2012.
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can be sprayed prior to canopy 
closure, with the ultimate goal of 
protecting the flowers to protect the 
yield.
 The ascochyta complex on 
peas and ascochyta blight on 
chickpeas are common diseases 
that should be watched for each 
year. Ascochyta blight on chickpeas 
almost always needs at least one 
fungicide application. On the other 
hand, the ascochyta complex on 
peas only warrants a fungicide 
when disease pressure is significant 
and pea prices are adequate to 
pay for the application. A lentil 
disease survey was conducted 
in west-central and south-west 
Saskatchewan in 2010 and 2011 to 

assess disease prevalence. In both 
years anthracnose was reported 
in about half of the lentil crops 
surveyed, while ascochyta blight 
was observed in about one third of 
them. Stemphylium blight was the 
most prevalent foliar lentil disease 
reported in 2010 but was found in a 
lower percentage of fields surveyed 
in 2011, down from 83% to 37% 
of lentil crops surveyed. Sclerotinia 
stem and pod rot was reported in 
59% (2010) and 24% (2011) of 
the lentil crops surveyed. Botrytis 
grey mould was observed in 41% 
(2010) and 18% (2011) of the 
lentil crops surveyed. The decrease 
in stemphylium blight, sclerotinia 
stem and pod rot, and botrytis grey 

mould is likely an indication of the 
difference in moisture.

2012 Disease Forecast
There are several factors that will 
impact the prevalence of disease 
in pulses in 2012: crop rotation, 
variety selection, weather conditions, 
and disease inoculum in seed, soil 
and crop residue from previous 
years. However, by knowing what 
the factors are and employing the 
strategies outlined above, you can 
reduce the impact of disease on your 
crops this growing season. 

4

Crop Disease (Pathogen) Threshold on Seed Action if Over Threshold

All Pulses

Seed rot and damping off (Pythium and/or 
Phytophthora spp.) N/A (soil-borne)

Use seed treatment1 if history of this disease, 
under cool-moist soil conditions, if planting 
kabuli chickpeas, low-tannin lentils, damaged 
or cracked peas

Seed rot and seedling blight (Botrytis + Sclero-
tinia + Fusarium) 10% Use seed treatment1

Field Pea
Ascochyta complex
(Mycosphaerella pinodes, Ascochyta pisi, 
Phoma medicaginis var. pinodella)

10% Use seed treatment1

Chickpea Ascochyta blight
(Ascochyta rabiei) 0.3% Do not use as seed

Lentil

Ascochyta blight
(Ascochyta lentis)

5% Use seed treatment1

10% Do not use as seed

Stemphylium blight  
(Stemphylium spp.) N/A2 —

1Refer to 2012 Guide to Crop Protection for registered seed treatments and consult crop protection companies regarding seed-borne disease 
thresholds and seed treatment efficacy.
2Significance of seed-to-seeding disease transmission is unknown. Proceed with caution.

bi
oFaye Dokken-Bouchard is the Provincial Specialist, Plant Disease, with the Saskatchewan 

Ministry of Agriculture. She can be reached at Faye.DokkenBouchard@gov.sk.ca or  
306-787-4671.
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The unique Vigor Trigger® effect of Cruiser Maxx® Pulses goes beyond insect and disease 

control, causing your plants to emerge faster, resulting in stronger plants and a higher 

return on your investment. Cruiser Maxx seed treatment also combines a powerful 

insecticide with two fungicides to protect all pulse crops including peas, chickpeas 

and lentils against early season pea leaf weevil and wireworm attack. Cruiser Maxx 

Pulses is safe on seed and can be used with most Rhizobium-based inoculants.

Watch your crops grow stronger and faster than ever before. 

For further information, please contact our Customer Resource Centre at 1-87-SYNGENTA (1-877-964-3682) or visit SyngentaFarm.ca

Always read and follow label directions. Cruiser Maxx® Pulses, Vigor Trigger®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Sygenta logo 
are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. © 2011 Syngenta Crop Protection Canada, Inc.
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Pulse Production in Russia, 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan: 
New Competition? by Chuck Penner

planet, the first and most important 
factor is price. Canadians shouldn’t 
be surprised when farmers in these 
countries respond to attractive prices 
with more acres. And let’s face it, 
pulse prices have been pretty decent 
over the last two or three years.
 The other reason for upping 
pulse acreage is the constant 
threat of export taxes or outright 
export bans on major crops in 
Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan. 
Farmers have responded by growing 
more minor crops that fly under 
government radars. It also doesn’t 
hurt that the growing conditions in 
these three countries are similar to 
Western Canada and are well-suited 
to pulse crop production.
 Unfortunately, it’s hard to find 
out exactly how many pulses are 
being produced. Because these 
crops don’t get much attention 
from government agencies, official 

From my first few years in the grain 
business, I seem to recall discussions 
that went something like this: “You 
know, I think the Soviet Union could 
produce enough grain to feed itself.” 
“No way, they’re too inefficient and 
have no money. They’ll have to keep 
importing.” 
 Fast forward a few years to 
when the Iron Curtain had fallen 
and the conversation was more 
like: “I’m kindof worried that Russia 
and Ukraine will soon be export 
competitors.” 
 “No, they’re in no position to 
do that. They don’t have rail cars 
or decent storage. Not going to 
happen.” 
 Well, they did start exporting, at 
which point the discussion became: 
“We need to watch out that Black 
Sea countries don’t take our wheat 
market share.” 
 “There’s no way. With all their 

poor varieties and storage problems, 
their wheat will just be garbage, feed 
at best.”
 We know now how things 
turned out; Black Sea countries are 
formidable exporters. Russia and 
Ukraine are dominant in wheat and 
barley trade and Kazakhstan has 
become the world’s largest exporter 
of flour. 
 Aside from being able to say, “I 
told you so,” there are a couple of 
points to this story. The first is that 
no one should discount the ability 
of these countries to increase their 
crop production and quality. Second, 
when these Black Sea countries 
ramp up production, it can have 
a big impact on global markets, 
including pulses.
 Increased pulse crop production 
in Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan 
has been driven by two main factors. 
Just like everywhere else on the 

Market Outlook

When these Black 

Sea countries ramp up 

production, it can have 

a big impact on global 

markets, including pulses.
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production numbers are patchy at 
best. As a result, it takes a bit of 
detective work to put the picture 
together.
 The most recent data (2010) 
from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) shows that 
pea production in the region has 
remained fairly flat over the last few 
years, around 1.5-2 million tonnes. 
Keep in mind that the 2010 Russian 
crop was reduced by drought. We 
don’t have numbers yet for 2011 
but expect a large rebound in pea 
production, especially in Russia.
 Peas grown in the area are 
mainly yellows and most are 
destined for domestic and feed 
markets. That said, both Russia 
and Ukraine also export yellow 
peas into south Asian markets and 
compete directly with Canadian 
peas, normally at a $20-30/tonne 
discount.
 Chickpea production has been 
rising in the region, especially in 
Russia. Again, production dropped 
in 2010 because of the drought, 
but a larger crop was very likely 
in 2011. Chickpeas produced in 
Russia are mostly smaller caliber 

kabuli types and compete in south 
Asian markets. Prices for Russian 
chickpeas are difficult to find but it’s 
safe to say that they are discounted 
to compete with chickpeas from 
other sources.
 Interestingly, there has been 
very little lentil production in these 
countries, but that doesn’t mean 
it will stay that way. Contacts 
who have been to Kazakhstan say 
that the climate there is ideally 
suited to both lentil and chickpea 
production. Once the country gets 
its transportation problems sorted 
out (and it will at some point), it 
could become a sizable competitor.
 Another clue about crop 
production actually comes from 
export data. The data shows that 
Russia in particular has recently 
really ramped up exports of peas 
(as well as chickpeas and several 
other special crops). It’s also worth 
noting that Russian exports tend to 
be bunched up in the two or three 
months right after harvest, which is 
when the impact on global prices is 
greatest.
 I’m a bit cautious about the 
longer term outlook for pulse 

production in the Black Sea region. 
Not surprisingly, it will depend 
largely on whether prices encourage 
or discourage acreage. Either way, 
it’s likely these countries will remain 
key producers; once pulse crops 
become more established in these 
countries, they’re not going to go 
away.
 The concern for Canadian 
farmers is that these countries have 
large untapped resources, including 
land and capital. They also have 
lower production costs and a freight 
advantage to key markets. As 
infrastructure improves and better 
crop genetics migrate into the area, 
competition will increase. 
 Some people might ask if we 
should just throw in the towel and 
give up. Are the prospects that bleak 
or will Canadian pulse crops still 
have a place? I am confident that 
Canadian pulse crops can and will 
maintain a solid place in the market, 
due to the quality of the product 
and the consistency of supply. 
Continuing genetic improvement 
to our varieties will also provide an 
ongoing competitive advantage for 
Canada.

bi
oChuck Penner operates LeftField 

Commodity Research out of 
Winnipeg, MB. He can be reached 
at info@leftfieldcr.com.

The concern for Canadian farmers is that 
these countries have large untapped 

resources, including land and capital."

Black Sea Chickpea Production
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Market Outlook

Pulse Production in Ukraine
by John Shmorhun

Pulses have always been a staple food and today they 
also play an important role in ensuring global food 
security – one of the reasons why area under pulses 
increased by 17.7% from 2000–2010, from 159.4 
million acres to 187.7 million acres.
 Currently the major producers of pulses are Canada, 
India, China, Myanmar, and Brazil. These countries 
account for half of the global output. According to the 
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization, the most 
important pulses are beans, chickpeas, cow peas, peas, 
pigeon peas, and lentils, which account for 86% of 
output.

 

In Ukraine, there are almost one million acres under 
pulses – a fraction of the total area. Peas, the main crop, 
account for about 70% of cultivated areas. Beans are 
grown on about 5.8% of total acreage in Ukraine.

 Pea yields in Ukraine are on par with global averages 
at 24.17 bushels/acre, while bean yield is 63.9% – 
higher than the global average. Pulses are grown in most 
regions and are conditional on area under wheat, barley, 
and corn, since pulses in Ukraine are used as a nitrogen-
fixing crop. Pulses account for approximately 1–2% of 
total cultivated area in Ukraine’s crop rotation, while the 
major crops are wheat, barley, corn, and sunflower, with 
rapeseed and soy playing an increasingly important role.
 Harvested areas under pulses decreased from 1.18 
million acres in 2003 to 0.64 million acres in 2008, 
down by 46.3%, but increased to 0.96 million acres in 
2009/10. The recent expansion of area under pulses 
has been driven by the observance of crop rotation and 
growing domestic prices of peas.
 In 2008, pea farming significantly exceeded other 
grain and oil crops for profitability in Ukraine, outranked 
only by winter rapeseed. However, despite the ascending 
dynamics of pea prices in 2009/10, the profitability of 
this crop dropped from 22.3% in 2008 to 1.2% in 2010.

Cultivated Area under Legumes in Ukraine (by region), 2010

Source: Faostat

A look at what Ukraine 

is currently growing and 

projections for the future.

Date Peas
Wheat 
winter

Wheat 
spring

Barley 
winter

Barley 
spring

Corn
Sun-

flower 
seeds

Soy-
beans

Rape-
seeds 
winter

Rape-
seeds, 
spring

Grain, 
total

2008 22.3% 15.3% 5.5% 21.4% 14.7% 9.6% 15.5% 1.3% 34.5% 1.3% 14.1%

2009 5.5% 5.4% 7.4% -1.5% -6.9% 17.7% 29.3% 25.4% 20.0% -8.5% 6.8%

2010 1.2% 8.7% 9.1% 0.6% -1.1% 23.0% 39.3% 14.1% 23.5% -2.1% 12.2%

Level of Profitability (Loss)* of Crops in Ukraine, %

* Net profit (loss) / Net sales      Sources: Ukrstat, SigmaBleyzer
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20,000 - 49,999 acres
50,000 acres and more
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Structure of Harvested Area of Legumes (2010) % – World

Source: Faostat
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 In 2009 domestic pea prices hit an all-time low, 
bringing sales margins down to 5.5%. The decline in 
pea yields in 2010 caused sales margins to slide further. 
Farmers are now forced to adjust pea acreage every 
year, due to uncertain weather conditions and prices. 
Inadequate harvesting equipment is also an issue. 
However, Ukraine has managed to strike a certain 
balance in pea distribution.
 The volumes of pea exports from Ukraine vary and 
are determined by harvest size in Ukraine. The highest 
pea exports hit 10 million bushels in the period between 
2006–2010.
 Pea export markets account for 98% of all pulse 
export sales from Ukraine, and include India, Spain, 
the United Kingdom (U.K.), Italy, and Pakistan. These 
same markets accounted for 70% of all Ukrainian pulse 
exports during the period of 2006–2010. Ukraine also 
exports an insignificant amount of chickpeas, beans, and 
fodder beans, together not exceeding 220,000 bushels.
 Price and yield fluctuations make it difficult to foresee 

how profitable a future pea harvest might be, preventing 
farmers from enlarging pea acreage. However, farmers 
in Ukraine have turned their attention to chickpeas, a 
crop that is becoming increasingly popular. In contrast to 
peas, chickpeas are more resistant to excessively low or 
high temperatures and enjoy stronger demand on global 
markets at two or three times the price of peas. The 
export sales of Ukrainian chickpeas have soared from 
6,000 bushels in 2007 to 140,000 in 2010, indicating 
this will be a promising crop for Ukraine. 
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Exports of Legumes in Ukraine 2006–2010 (million bushels)

Sources: Ukrstat, SigmaBleyzer

In Ukraine, there are almost one million acres 
under pulses – a fraction of the total area.

bi
oJohn Shmorhun is the President/CEO of Harmelia 

Investments, SigmaBleyzer company, based in Kyiv, 
Ukraine.

Sources: Ukrstat, SigmaBleyzer
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Disease Protection

WANTED!

Sclerotinia stem rot is doomed, thanks to Serenade’s potent biology.  
It hunts down and eradicates the pathogen that triggers Sclerotinia  
stem rot. Its unique dual action fungicide and bactericide biochemistry 
protects your crops and provides excellent resistance management.

Serenade is rain-fast once dry, and resistant to elevated pH and
temperatures. Your crop is export ready with no MRLs.

REWARD OffERED!
Terminate profit-robbing pathogens. Add Serenade’s biological power to 
your crop protection tool belt. Be rewarded with increased crop health, 
quality and yield.

Serenade’s lipopeptides puncture cell membranes, killing the pathogen spore.

®Serenade is a registered trademark of AgraQuest, Inc. Always read and follow label directions.  12003  02.12

Western Canada: 1-800-561-5444 British Columbia:1-604-534-8815
Ontario and Maritimes: 1-800-265-5444 Quebec:1-800-361-9369

www.uap.ca

Fight Nature with Nature
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Non-performance of 

agreements is common 

in today's industry -- is it 

ever justified?

11

Grower Contracts

by Craig A. Zawada 

When Can a Contract 
Disappear?
Do the changes to the CWB affect 
producers who don’t grow wheat? 
It depends who you ask, but it is 
likely there will be some impact. The 
trouble is figuring out what.
 Everybody knows that the federal 
government passed legislation in 
late 2011 eliminating the CWB's 
marketing monopoly. Not everyone 
has accepted the decision though. 
 Many things could happen 
before the CWB's official end date 
of August 1, 2012, but it is unlikely 
the legislation will be overturned. So 
although farmers cannot be 100% 
sure, they should get ready for the 
disappearance of a single-desk 
marketing system. 
 This raises the larger issue of 
changes to contracts caused by 
external events. Non-performance 
of agreements is a common problem 
in today’s industry, whether for 
reasons such as the CWB being 
cut, changing market conditions, 
or other. Sometimes one party 
is distinctly at fault, other times 
it is outside anyone’s control. 
But are there ever circumstances 
which justify cancelling a contract 
completely?
 The answer is yes. But these 
circumstances are unusual and the 
laws surrounding them are extremely 
complicated. Legal concepts like 
‘frustration’ and ‘mistake’ are 

rarely applied, but they can permit 
contracts to be unwound. This 
makes sense; business would grind 
to a halt if agreements were too 
uncertain.
 The terms of the contract itself 
will sometimes settle the issue. For 
instance, much has been written 
about 'force majeure' clauses, which 
allow parties to suspend or cancel 
contracts if certain major events 
occur. Those events are usually 
Acts of God – floods, earthquakes, 
that sort of thing. But if the ‘force 
majeure’ clause goes wider, it might 
allow non-performance for lesser 
events, such as strikes or lockouts. 
It would be very unusual, however, 
to see changing market conditions 
being included in this type of clause.
 Every producer should assume 
that their contract will be upheld 
no matter what happens – but this 
doesn’t mean every agreement will 
be. There may be situations where 
courts find the parties never had 
a genuine meeting of the minds, 
or something occurred that makes 
performance and liability impossible. 
However, these situations don’t 
happen very often, which is why the 
default assumption is enforceability. 
Most of the time, a judge will decide 
that one or the other party should 
bear the risk of default and rule 
accordingly.
 Mere uncertainty is not enough 
to void a contract. Whether or not 
the CWB is diminished, producers 
will be expected to live with 
uncertainty and build contracts 
accordingly. If you are caught in 
a situation where external factors 
have made it impossible to perform, 
you might be able to craft a clever 
argument. But before doing 

anything, you should talk to your 
lawyer and assess your obligations. 
The steps you take can have a 
significant impact on whether you 
will be liable, and how much it could 
cost you.

Always assume that your contract will be upheld no 
matter what happens, although this does not mean 
it will be. 

bi
oCraig Zawada, Q.C., is a lawyer  

in Saskatoon with WMCZ
Lawyers & Mediators. 
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Varieties and Production

2012 
Variety Description Table

A look at the Crop Development Centre (CDC) pulse 
varieties available this year
 
If you have questions about any of the information below, please contact Raelene Regier, Commercial Seed 
Manager, at 306-668-1053 or rregier@saskpulse.com.

12

The Variety Description Table provides  

agronomic and market traits for all available  

CDC pulse varieties. 

*	Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan					**	Refer	to	map					***All	varieties	are	semi-leafless	unless	otherwise	noted					§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012			

†	Lodging	score	(1-9)	where	1	=	completely	upright,	9	=	completely	lodged					D:	Insufficient	data					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program					Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012	

Variety Years
tested* Type

Yield % Cutlass**

1,2,& 
South 3 

North 
3 & 4

Irriga-
tion

Vine 
Length

***

Powdery 
mildew  

resistance
Maturity Lodging 

(1-9)†
Seed 

weight 
g/1000

Year 
released  
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market comments

Cutlass 
(SB2000-2) 12 Yellow 100 100 100 75 Very good Medium 5.0 220 2003 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, fair seed coat durability

CDC Golden 
(0007) 9 Yellow 108 102 107 85 Very good Medium 4.5 230 2003 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Bronco 
(0009) 8 Yellow 109 104 102 75 Very good Medium 4.5 230 2004 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Meadow 
(653-8) 9 Yellow 107 109 108 85 Very good Early 4.0 220 2006 High yield, good lodging 

resistance, early maturity
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Centennial 
(728-8) 5 Yellow 106 112 117 70 Very good Early 5.5 270 2007

Top yielder in co-op and 
regional trials, medium-early 
maturity

Medium-large seed size, slightly blocky 
shape, medium protein content, good seed 
coat durability, good cooking quality

CDC Prosper 
(1400-8) 7 Yellow 99 102 87 80 Very good Early 4.5 150 2008

Good lodging resistance, 
good Fusarium wilt 
resistance

Small size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Treasure 
(1410-15) 7 Yellow 103 109 111 80 Very good Early 4.0 210 2009

Early maturity, good lodging 
resistance, good Fusarium 
wilt resistance

Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, bright 
colour, moderate dimpling, good cooking 
quality 

CDC Hornet 
(1749-8) 6 Yellow 104 107 106 85 Very good Medium 4.0 220 2010

High yield, good lodging 
resistance, medium-tall, 
competitive, medium 
maturity

Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, acceptable seed coat durability, 
bright colour, moderate dimpling, good 
cooking quality

CDC Saffron 
(2093-22) 4 Yellow 113 114 110 80 Very good Medium 4.0 250 2011 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium-large seed size, round shape, good 
seed coat durability, low percent dimpled 
seeds

CDC 2462-30 § 3 Yellow 116 124 ID 85 Very good Medium 3.5 240 2012 High yield, good lodging 
resistance

Medium-large seed size, round shape, good 
seed coat durability, moderate dimpling

PEA (Yellow)
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Variety Years
tested* Type

Yield % Cutlass**

1,2,& 
South 3 

North 
3 & 4

Irriga-
tion

Vine 
Length

***

Powdery 
mildew 

resistance
Maturity Lodging 

(1-9)†
Seed 

weight 
g/1000

Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market comments

CDC Montero 
(9801) 6 Green 91 89 90 80 Very good Medium 5.5 230 2000 High yield

Medium size, round shape, medium 
protein content, good seed coat durabil-
ity, moderate green colour bleaching 
resistance

CDC Striker 
(0001) 12 Green 93 100 101 80 Poor Medium 3.5 230 2002 Good lodging resistance Smooth, round seed shape with good 

green colour bleaching resistance
CDC Sage 
(672-1) 5 Green 80 84 86 80 Very good Medium 4.0 220 2005 Good lodging resistance Medium size, round seed shape with good 

green colour bleaching resistance

CDC Patrick 
(1434-20) 7 Green 101 105 102 80 Very good Medium 4.5 190 2008 Good lodging resistance

Medium - small size, round seed shape 
with good green colour bleaching 
resistance

CDC Pluto 
(1996-216) 4 Green 112 104 107 80 Very good Medium 5.5 160 2010 Good yield, fair lodging 

resistance

A new market class due to small seed 
size. Has smooth round seed shape with 
very good bleaching resistance and good 
green colour intensity

CDC Tetris 
(1812-5) 5 Green 105 112 103 85 Very good Late 4.0 210 2010 Good performer, medium-

tall

Should fit into the ‘Espace-type’ market 
class used in snack food markets in Asia. 
This variety has blocky seed shape, good 
bleaching resistance and good green 
colour intensity which are desirable for 
this market class

CDC Raezer 
(2235-4) 4 Green 100 107 125 85 Very good Medium 3.5 220 2011

Good lodging resistance, 
good disease resistance 
package

Smooth, round seed shape with good 
green colour bleaching resistance similar 
to CDC Striker

CDC 2336-1 § 3 Green 108 113 ID 85 Very good Medium 3.0 210 2012 Good performer, medium-
tall

Smooth, round seed shape with good 
green colour bleaching resistance equal 
or better than CDC Striker, high protein 
concentration

Variety Years
tested* Type

Yield % Cutlass**

1,2,& 
South 3 

North 
3 & 4

Irriga-
tion

Vine 
Length

***

Powdery 
mildew 

resistance
Maturity Lodging 

(1-9)†
Seed 

weight 
g/1000

Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market comments

CDC Sonata 
(9808) 4 Forage 102 94 ID 85 Very good Late 6.5 220 2000

High biomass; competi-
tive with weeds, normal 
leaf type

Medium size, moderately round shape, 
medium protein content, moderate seed 
coat durability

CDC Tucker 
(1096-8) 3 Forage 99 99 88 100 Very good Medium 4.0 170 2006 

High biomass (similar 
to 40-10, greater than 
Trapper) with good lodging 
resistance

Improved protein content and relative 
feed value of biomass in comparison to 
Trapper and 40-10, small seed size

CDC Leroy 
(1287-2) 3 Forage 98 96 89 95 Very good Medium 5.0 150 2008

High biomass (similar 
to 40-10, greater than 
Trapper) with good lodging 
resistance

Improved protein content and relative 
feed value of biomass in comparison to 
Trapper and 40-10, small seed size

CDC Horizon 
(1681-11) § 2 Forage 102 100 ID 100 Very good Medium 4.5 170 2010

High biomass (approx 
8% greater than 40-10), 
acceptable grain yield 
(approx 97% of Cutlass in 
forage elite test)

Similar feed value to Trapper and 40-10, 
small seed size

CDC Acer 
(203PMR16) 3 Maple 100 94 ID 60 Very good Late 6.5 170 2001

Replacement for Whero, 
moderate lodging 
resistance

Small seed size, moderately round 
shape, tan seed coat color with mottled 
maple pattern

CDC Rocket 
(617-20) 3 Maple 93 104 100 75 Very good Medium 6.0 210 2006 Earlier maturity than 

CDC Acer

Medium seed size, moderately blocky 
shape, tan seed coat colour with mottled 
maple pattern, lighter seed coat colour 
than CDC Acer

CDC Mosaic 
(1816-4) § 2 Maple 85 91 ID 85 Very good Medium-

late 4.0 180 2010
Acceptable grain yield. 
First maple with good lodg-
ing resistance

Seed type similar to CDC Acer

CDC Dakota 
(2098-20) § 2 Dun 127 129 ID 85 Very good Medium-

late 3.5 205 2010 Good grain yield 
Uniform, nice dun (greenish-tan) seed 
coat colour. Blocky seed shape. Non-
dimpled seed surface

*	Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan					**	Refer	to	map					***All	varieties	are	semi-leafless	unless	otherwise	noted					§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012			

†	Lodging	score	(1-9)	where	1	=	completely	upright,	9	=	completely	lodged					ID:	Insufficient	data					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program					Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012

*	Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan					**	Refer	to	map					***All	varieties	are	semi-leafless	unless	otherwise	noted					§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012			

†	Lodging	score	(1-9)	where	1	=	completely	upright,	9	=	completely	lodged					ID:	Insufficient	data					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program					Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012	 	

	

Variety Years
tested* Type

Yield % Cutlass**

1,2,& 
South 3 

North 
3 & 4

Irriga-
tion

Vine 
Length

***

Powdery 
mildew  

resistance
Maturity Lodging 

(1-9)†
Seed 

weight 
g/1000

Year 
released  
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market comments

Cutlass 
(SB2000-2) 12 Yellow 100 100 100 75 Very good Medium 5.0 220 2003 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, fair seed coat durability

CDC Golden 
(0007) 9 Yellow 108 102 107 85 Very good Medium 4.5 230 2003 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Bronco 
(0009) 8 Yellow 109 104 102 75 Very good Medium 4.5 230 2004 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Meadow 
(653-8) 9 Yellow 107 109 108 85 Very good Early 4.0 220 2006 High yield, good lodging 

resistance, early maturity
Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Centennial 
(728-8) 5 Yellow 106 112 117 70 Very good Early 5.5 270 2007

Top yielder in co-op and 
regional trials, medium-early 
maturity

Medium-large seed size, slightly blocky 
shape, medium protein content, good seed 
coat durability, good cooking quality

CDC Prosper 
(1400-8) 7 Yellow 99 102 87 80 Very good Early 4.5 150 2008

Good lodging resistance, 
good Fusarium wilt 
resistance

Small size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, good 
cooking quality

CDC Treasure 
(1410-15) 7 Yellow 103 109 111 80 Very good Early 4.0 210 2009

Early maturity, good lodging 
resistance, good Fusarium 
wilt resistance

Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, good seed coat durability, bright 
colour, moderate dimpling, good cooking 
quality 

CDC Hornet 
(1749-8) 6 Yellow 104 107 106 85 Very good Medium 4.0 220 2010

High yield, good lodging 
resistance, medium-tall, 
competitive, medium 
maturity

Medium size, round shape, medium protein 
content, acceptable seed coat durability, 
bright colour, moderate dimpling, good 
cooking quality

CDC Saffron 
(2093-22) 4 Yellow 113 114 110 80 Very good Medium 4.0 250 2011 High yield, good lodging 

resistance
Medium-large seed size, round shape, good 
seed coat durability, low percent dimpled 
seeds

CDC 2462-30 § 3 Yellow 116 124 ID 85 Very good Medium 3.5 240 2012 High yield, good lodging 
resistance

Medium-large seed size, round shape, good 
seed coat durability, moderate dimpling

PEA (Green)

PEA (Other)
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Variety Years
tested* Type

Seed 
coat 

colour

Yield%
CDC Milestone** Resistance to 

Maturity Height 
(cm)

Seed 
weight

g/1000
***

Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market commentsAreas 
1-2

Areas 
3-4

Asco-
chyta

Anthracnose 
(race 1)

CDC Milestone 
(512-2) 16 Small 

green Green 100 100 Good Very poor Early 31 37 1998 High yield, Ascochyta 
resistant

Good resistance to Ascochyta means 
reduced staining and more uniform 
seed colour

Laird 15 Large 
green Green 78 72 Very 

poor Very poor Very late 41 67 N/A Lodging susceptible, 
low yield

Long time industry standard, susceptible 
to Ascochyta

CDC Sedley 
(946-7Y) 9 Large 

green Green 81 85 Fair Very poor Medium 39 68 2001
Earliest large green, may 
suit later planting or early 
harvest strategies

Large seed, fair Ascochyta resistance 
and early maturity results in earlier ship-
ping with better quality

CDC Plato 
(964a-4) 12 Large 

green Green 98 88 Good Poor Medium 
late 38 62 2002

Consistent high yields, 
earlier than CDC Glamis 
and CDC Grandora

Between CDC Glamis and CDC Grandora 
in size, good Ascochyta resistance

CDC Improve CL 
(LGBC) 6 Large 

green Green 96 88 Fair Very poor Medium 39 67 2006 Tolerant to Odyssey Most similar to CDC Sedley

CDC Greenland 
(1196D-5) 10 Large 

green Green 103 87 Good Very Poor Medium 
late 38 64 2006 Consistent high yield, ma-

turity similar to CDC Plato

Between CDC Glamis and CDC Grandora 
in size, good Ascochyta resistance, best 
colour retention of all large green lentil 
varieties

CDC Impower CL 
(IBC-194) 5 Large 

green Green 94 79 Good Very Poor Medium 
late 41 64 2009

Tolerant to Odyssey, 
slightly later than CDC 
Improve 

Yield similar to CDC Improve, better seed 
coat colour

CDC Meteor 
(1038L-18) 9 Medium 

green Green 111 102 Good Very poor Medium 34 51 2005
Widely adapted, consistent 
high yield potential, im-
proved disease resistance

Less Ascochyta staining, colour retention 
less than CDC Richlea

CDC Impress CL 
(2471) 5 Medium 

green Green 101 84 Good Poor Medium 34 52 2007 Tolerant to Odyssey, most 
similar to CDC Meteor Most similar to CDC Meteor

CDC Imigreen CL 
(IBC-145) 5 Medium 

green Green 86 82 Good Very poor Medium 44 57 2009 Tolerant to Odyssey Better green colour retention compared 
to all other lentil varieties

CDC Viceroy 
(1066E-4) 8 Small 

green Green 103 111 Good Good Early 34 33 2004
High yield, resistance to 
Ascochyta and Race 1 
Anthracnose

Seed characteristics similar to 
Eston, better colour retention than CDC 
Milestone

CDC Imvincible 
CL (IBC-112) 6 Small 

green Green 108 100 Good Good Early 33 33 2009
Tolerant to Odyssey, 
otherwise similar to CDC 
Viceroy 

All marketing characteristics very similar 
to CDC Viceroy

CDC 2861-15a § 3
Extra 
small 
grn

Green 106 120 Good Good Early 34 27 2012
High yield, good disease 
package, limited agro-
nomic data

Extra small seed size attractive in some 
markets. Colour retention like CDC 
Viceroy

Variety Years
tested* Type

Seed 
coat 

colour

Yield%
CDC Milestone** Resistance to 

Maturity Height 
(cm)

Seed 
weight

g/1000
***

Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market commentsAreas 
1-2

Areas 
3-4

Asco-
chyta

Anthracnose 
(race 1)

CDC LeMay 
(983-87) 6 French 

green
Dark 

marbled 91 92 Fair Very poor Early 35 33 2002
Better Ascochyta rat-
ings and better height 
compared to French green, 
some yield advantage

Appearance and size similar to French 
green

CDC Peridot CL 
(IBC-188) 6 French 

green
Dark 

marbled 95 100 Fair Poor Early 37 38 2008
Tolerant to Odyssey, agro-
nomically similar to CDC 
LeMay, limited data

Seed size slightly larger than CDC 
LeMay, limited data

*Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan	since	1995					**	Refer	to	map					***CDC	Richlea	51g/1000;	Eston	33g/1000					CL	indicates	Clearfield	variety					

§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program					Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012

Variety Years
tested* Type

Seed 
coat 

colour

Yield%
CDC Milestone** Resistance to 

Maturity Height 
(cm)

Seed 
weight

g/1000
***

Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market commentsAreas 
1-2

Areas 
3-4

Asco-
chyta

Anthracnose 
(race 1)

CDC Blaze 
(997-5R) 9 Small red Grey 84 82 Good Poor Early 30 34 2001

Similar seed traits to 
Crimson with improved 
yield, disease resistance 
and lodging

Excellent Ascochyta resistance means 
more uniform quality

CDC Redberry 
(1254S-1) 9 Small red Grey 105 111 Good Good Early-

medium 34 42 2004
Slightly later maturing, 
taller than other small 
reds, improved disease 
resistance

Rated highly acceptable by Pulse 
Canada market surveys in import 
markets in India and Turkey, acceptable 
for splitting, larger seed size than CDC 
Blaze and Crimson

CDC Rouleau 
(1145-3-6) 6 Small red Grey 104 107 Good Good Medium 33 37 2004

Later maturing, taller than 
other small reds, improved 
disease resistance

Well received by splitting companies and 
importers, replacement for CDC Blaze 
and Crimson – high yield potential

CDC Impact CL 
(2462) 6 Small red Grey 87 87 Good Poor Early 30 34 2006

Tolerant to Odyssey, 
early maturity, resistant to 
Ascochyta

Most similar to CDC Blaze

CDC Red Rider 
(1308M-7) 6 Small red Grey 103 98 Good Fair Early-

Medium 34 45 2007 A little later than CDC 
Redberry, improved yield

A little larger in diameter with a thicker 
seed compared to CDC Redberry

CDC Maxim CL 
(3114) 5 Small red Grey 110 119 Good Good Early-

medium 34 40 2007 Tolerant to Odyssey, most 
similar to CDC Redberry 

Most similar to CDC Redberry, seed 
a little smaller. Most widely grown 
red lentil 

CDC Redcoat 
(2154S-4) 5 Small red Grey 116 107 Good Good Early 33 39 2009 High yield, good lodging 

tolerance
Plump, between Blaze and Redberry 
in size

CDC Imax CL 
(IBC-187) 5 Small red Grey 106 112 Good Fair Early-

medium 35 45 2009 Tolerant to Odyssey, a bit 
earlier than CDC Red Rider Most similar to CDC Red Rider

CDC Redcliff 
(2271-5) 5 Small red Grey 120 125 Good Fair Early-

medium 35 38 2010 Highest yielding conven-
tional red so far 

Seed type good for standard small red 
markets 

CDC Dazil CL 
(IBC-289) 3 Small red Grey 116 115 Good Fair Early-

medium 33 35 2010
High yield – maturity later 
than CDC Impact, more 
yield in South? Limited 
data in Zones 3-4

Seed most similar to dimensions of CDC 
Impact, limited data

CDC Cherie 
(2702-10) § 4 Small red Grey 118 122 Good Fair Early-

medium 32 39 2012 High yield, good lodging 
tolerance, limited data

Acceptable seed characters for standard 
small red, limited data

CDC 3160-21 § 3 Small red Grey 121 139 Good Fair Early-
medium 36 37 2012

High yield, good lodging 
tolerance, very limited 
data

Acceptable seed characters for standard 
small red, limited data

CDC Robin 
(599-23) 12

Extra 
small 
red

Brown 86 91 Good Good Early 30 29 1999
First variety with both 
Race 1 Anthracnose and 
Ascochyta resistance

Extra small seed size for South Asian 
markets

CDC Rosetown 
(1194-3) 8

Extra 
small 
red

Grey 107 109 Good Good Early 31 31 2005
Taller and better lodging 
tolerance as compared to 
CDC Robin

Extra small seed size for South Asian 
markets, slightly larger than CDC Robin

CDC Imperial CL 
(2464) 7

Extra 
small 
red

Grey-
brown 94 91 Good Good Early 30 30 2006 Tolerant to Odyssey, early 

maturity
Most similar to CDC Redberry, seed 
a little smaller, most widely grown 
red lentil 

CDC Impala CL 
(3110) 6

Extra 
small 
red

Grey 102 101 Good Good Early 30 31 2007 Tolerant to Odyssey, most 
similar to CDC Rosetown Most similar to CDC Rosetown

CDC Redbow 
(1894T-1) 5

Extra 
small 
red

Grey 111 114 Good Good Early 30 32 2009 High yield, good lodging 
tolerance, limited data

Grey seed coat, more plump than Robin, 
limited data

CDC Rosebud 
(1788S-4e) 6

Extra 
small 
red

Tan 108 114 Good Good Early 30 31 2009 High yield, potential new 
market class, limited data

Tan seed coat, more plump than Robin, 
limited data

CDC Ruby 
(1897T-30a) 5

Extra 
small 
red

Grey 103 102 Good Good Early 30 29 2010 High yield, limited data Grey seed coat, seed dimensions similar 
to CDC Robin, limited data

CDC 3155-18 § 3
Extra 
small 
red

Grey 110 118 Good Good Early-
mediium 35 29 2012

High yield, good lodging 
tolerance, very limited 
data

Acceptable seed characters for extra 
small red market, plump seed, limited 
data

*Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan	since	1995					**	Refer	to	map					***CDC	Richlea	51g/1000;	Eston	33g/1000					CL	indicates	Clearfield	variety					

§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program					Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012

LENTIL (Red)

Variety Years 
tested Type

Seed 
Coat 

Colour
Yield % CDC 
Fatima**

Resistance to

Asco-
chyta

Anthrac-
nose (race 
1)

Maturity (days) Height (cm)
Seed 

weight 
g/1000

 Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Seed characteristics

CDC Fatima 12 Large, normal 
seed coat Tan 100 Fair Very poor 105 100 520 NA – Industry standard for food type 

export trade

CDC FB 34-2 3 Small seeded, 
zero tannin White 97 ND ND 103 92 345 2012

Improved lodging toler-
ance, small seeded, very 
limited data

First small-seeded zero tannin 
type, very limited data

LENTIL (Other)



 PulsePoint Magazine • March 2012 15

Variety Years
tested* Type

Seed 
coat 

colour

Yield%
CDC Milestone** Resistance to 

Maturity Height 
(cm)

Seed 
weight

g/1000
***

Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market commentsAreas 
1-2

Areas 
3-4

Asco-
chyta

Anthracnose 
(race 1)

CDC Milestone 
(512-2) 16 Small 

green Green 100 100 Good Very poor Early 31 37 1998 High yield, Ascochyta 
resistant

Good resistance to Ascochyta means 
reduced staining and more uniform 
seed colour

Laird 15 Large 
green Green 78 72 Very 

poor Very poor Very late 41 67 N/A Lodging susceptible, 
low yield

Long time industry standard, susceptible 
to Ascochyta

CDC Sedley 
(946-7Y) 9 Large 

green Green 81 85 Fair Very poor Medium 39 68 2001
Earliest large green, may 
suit later planting or early 
harvest strategies

Large seed, fair Ascochyta resistance 
and early maturity results in earlier ship-
ping with better quality

CDC Plato 
(964a-4) 12 Large 

green Green 98 88 Good Poor Medium 
late 38 62 2002

Consistent high yields, 
earlier than CDC Glamis 
and CDC Grandora

Between CDC Glamis and CDC Grandora 
in size, good Ascochyta resistance

CDC Improve CL 
(LGBC) 6 Large 

green Green 96 88 Fair Very poor Medium 39 67 2006 Tolerant to Odyssey Most similar to CDC Sedley

CDC Greenland 
(1196D-5) 10 Large 

green Green 103 87 Good Very Poor Medium 
late 38 64 2006 Consistent high yield, ma-

turity similar to CDC Plato

Between CDC Glamis and CDC Grandora 
in size, good Ascochyta resistance, best 
colour retention of all large green lentil 
varieties

CDC Impower CL 
(IBC-194) 5 Large 

green Green 94 79 Good Very Poor Medium 
late 41 64 2009

Tolerant to Odyssey, 
slightly later than CDC 
Improve 

Yield similar to CDC Improve, better seed 
coat colour

CDC Meteor 
(1038L-18) 9 Medium 

green Green 111 102 Good Very poor Medium 34 51 2005
Widely adapted, consistent 
high yield potential, im-
proved disease resistance

Less Ascochyta staining, colour retention 
less than CDC Richlea

CDC Impress CL 
(2471) 5 Medium 

green Green 101 84 Good Poor Medium 34 52 2007 Tolerant to Odyssey, most 
similar to CDC Meteor Most similar to CDC Meteor

CDC Imigreen CL 
(IBC-145) 5 Medium 

green Green 86 82 Good Very poor Medium 44 57 2009 Tolerant to Odyssey Better green colour retention compared 
to all other lentil varieties

CDC Viceroy 
(1066E-4) 8 Small 

green Green 103 111 Good Good Early 34 33 2004
High yield, resistance to 
Ascochyta and Race 1 
Anthracnose

Seed characteristics similar to 
Eston, better colour retention than CDC 
Milestone

CDC Imvincible 
CL (IBC-112) 6 Small 

green Green 108 100 Good Good Early 33 33 2009
Tolerant to Odyssey, 
otherwise similar to CDC 
Viceroy 

All marketing characteristics very similar 
to CDC Viceroy

CDC 2861-15a § 3
Extra 
small 
grn

Green 106 120 Good Good Early 34 27 2012
High yield, good disease 
package, limited agro-
nomic data

Extra small seed size attractive in some 
markets. Colour retention like CDC 
Viceroy

*Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan	since	1995					**	Refer	to	map					***CDC	Richlea	51g/1000;	Eston	33g/1000					CL	indicates	Clearfield	variety					

§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program					Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012

LENTIL (Green)

Variety Years
tested* Class Growth 

Habit

Yield % CDC Pintium**

Irriga-
tion 

Area 
2

Area 
3

Pod 
Clear-

ance % 
***

Days to 
Flower Maturity

Seed 
weight 

g/1000

Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Market comments

CDC Pintium 
(93708) 13 Pinto I Bush 100 100 100 80 50 Early 350 1999

Use N fertilizer, earliest 
type I, good pod clearance 
for swathing, best variety 
for black soil zone

Plump seeds, early maturity allows frost 
avoidance and early shipping

CDC 2171-2 § 3 Pink II indeter-
minate 102 103 106 80 50 Medium 295 2012

Higher yielding and earlier 
maturing than Viva, good 
pod clearance, susceptible 
to anthracnose race 73 

Larger seeded than Viva

CDC 1190M-
13 § 4 Navy II indeter-

minate 110 92 84 85 55 Medium 171 2012
High yielding navy, good 
pod clearance, susceptible 
to anthracnose race 73 

Similar canning quality to Envoy

*	Yield	results	based	on	narrow	row	trials	only	from	Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan	and	western	Manitoba;	limited	data	in	some	zones	for	2171-2	and	1190m-13	

**	Refer	to	map					***%	Pod	Clearance:	percentage	of	pods	expected	to	completely	clear	the	cutterbar	of	swather.					§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012		 	

*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program						Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2011	and	CDC	Pulse	Crop	Breeding	Group

BEAN (Narrow row production)

Variety Years 
tested Type

Seed 
Coat 

Colour
Yield % CDC 
Fatima**

Resistance to

Asco-
chyta

Anthrac-
nose (race 
1)

Maturity (days) Height (cm)
Seed 

weight 
g/1000

 Year 
released 
via VRP*

Agronomic comments Seed characteristics

CDC Fatima 12 Large, normal 
seed coat Tan 100 Fair Very poor 105 100 520 NA – Industry standard for food type 

export trade

CDC FB 34-2 3 Small seeded, 
zero tannin White 97 ND ND 103 92 345 2012

Improved lodging toler-
ance, small seeded, very 
limited data

First small-seeded zero tannin 
type, very limited data

*	Co-op	and	Regional	trials	in	Saskatchewan	since	1995					**	Refer	to	map					ND:	No	data					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program						Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012	 	

FABA BEAN
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 THE EXPERTS IN SHIPPING PULSES WORLDWIDE

2020 Winston Park Drive, Suite 300
Oakville, Ontario  L6H 6X7  Canada

Telephone: (905) 829-5829                       Fax: (905) 829-5219
Toll Free: (800) 561-8238                     Email: cft@cftcorp.com

www.cftcorp.com

CFT CORPORATION

Please check your proof carefully and mark
any changes you would like made. Then check
the appropriate box below and fax the proof
back to us at (306) 244-5679.

❏ Proof OK

❏ Proof OK with corrections

❏ Submit new proof

Signature

Roy Legumex now in Regina: 
306-586-8955

• Yellow and Green Peas
• Lentils (all types)
• Chickpeas (all types)
• Beans (all types)
• Canaryseed
• Sunflowers
• Flax
• Millet

Buyers and Processors of:

www.legumex.com
250 Caron Street (Box 40), St. Jean, MB  R0G 2B0

1-800-785-7857 (toll free)

Since 1948 

Variety Years 
tested Type

Yield % Amit*

Area 1 Area 2
Ascochyta 

blight rating** Maturity Height 
(cm)

Seed 
weight 

g/1000

 Year 
released 
via VRP*

Seed Shape Agronomic comments Seed characteristics

Amit (B-90) 13 Kabuli 100 100 4.3 Late 46 258 n/a Round Check for yield and ascochyta blight 7 mm seed size, round shape
CDC Frontier 
(95NN29) 10 Kabuli 107 104 4.2 Late 44 349 2003 Ram-head High yield, fair ascochyta rating the 

same as Amit
8 mm seed size, ram-head shape, 
beige seed colour

CDC Luna 
(Flip97-133C) 9 Kabuli 99 100 5.5 Medium 

late 39 369 2007 Ram-head Yield similar to check, earlier maturity 
than CDC Frontier

8-9 mm size, ram-head shape, 
beige seed colour

CDC Orion 
(491-5) 5 Kabuli 107 106 5.0 Late 44 436 2010 Ram-head High yield, fair ascochyta rating, same 

maturity as CDC Frontier 
10 mm size, ram-head shape, 
beige seed colour

CDC Alma 
(CP71) 3 Kabuli 94 97 5.9 Late 40 368 2010 Ram-head

Good yield, earlier maturity than CDC 
Frontier, ascochyta rating slightly 
higher than Amit 

8-9 mm size, ram-head seed 
shape, beige seed colour

CDC Leader 
(493-24) 6 Kabuli 109 107 4.5 Medium 40 402 2011 Ram-head

High yield, fair ascochyta rating the 
same as Amit, earlier maturity than 
CDC Frontier

9-10 mm size, ram-head seed 
shape, beige seed colour

CDC Vanguard 
(304-22) 9 Desi 110 108 5.1 Medium 

late 41 220 2006 Plump High yield, fair rating for ascochyta 
blight

Medium seed size, tan seed 
coat colour

CDC Cabri 
(92073-40) 9 Desi 103 102 4.9 Medium 48 304 2003 Plump High yield, earlier to flower Large seed size, tan seed coat 

colour
CDC Corinne 
(ICC12512-1) 9 Desi 118 110 4.2 Medium 43 244 2008 Angular/ 

Plump
High yield, similar ascochyta blight rat-
ing with the check, medium maturity

Medium seed size, tan seed 
coat colour

CDC Cory (CP55) 3 Desi 122 104 4.2 Medium 47 268 2010 Angular/ 
Plump

High yield, similar lower ascochyta 
blight rating and larger seed size than 
the check, medium maturity

Medium seed size, tan seed 
coat colour

CDC Jade (221-
24) § 1 Green 

desi 84 96 6.5 Medium 
late 33 190 2012 Angular

Medium late maturity, medium seed 
size; higher ascochyta rating than 
the check

Specialty chickpea with green 
seed coat and green cotyledons

CDC Ebony 
(222B-11) § 1 Black 

desi 100 102 5.5 Medium 
late 30 180 2012 Angular

Good yield potential, low stature, 
medium-late maturity, medium seed 
size, slightly higher ascochyta rating 
than the check

Specialty chickpea with black 
seed coat and yellow cotyledons

Looking for Pulse Seed 
of Your Favourite 
CDC Varieties? 

Find Select Seed growers at 
www.saskpulse.com 
under the ‘Seed Growers List’
 
List is updated each April to include the newest releases
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Source: Varieties of Grain Crops 2012

Crop Production Areas

Variety Years 
tested Type

Yield % Amit*

Area 1 Area 2
Ascochyta 

blight rating** Maturity Height 
(cm)

Seed 
weight 

g/1000

 Year 
released 
via VRP*

Seed Shape Agronomic comments Seed characteristics

Amit (B-90) 13 Kabuli 100 100 4.3 Late 46 258 n/a Round Check for yield and ascochyta blight 7 mm seed size, round shape
CDC Frontier 
(95NN29) 10 Kabuli 107 104 4.2 Late 44 349 2003 Ram-head High yield, fair ascochyta rating the 

same as Amit
8 mm seed size, ram-head shape, 
beige seed colour

CDC Luna 
(Flip97-133C) 9 Kabuli 99 100 5.5 Medium 

late 39 369 2007 Ram-head Yield similar to check, earlier maturity 
than CDC Frontier

8-9 mm size, ram-head shape, 
beige seed colour

CDC Orion 
(491-5) 5 Kabuli 107 106 5.0 Late 44 436 2010 Ram-head High yield, fair ascochyta rating, same 

maturity as CDC Frontier 
10 mm size, ram-head shape, 
beige seed colour

CDC Alma 
(CP71) 3 Kabuli 94 97 5.9 Late 40 368 2010 Ram-head

Good yield, earlier maturity than CDC 
Frontier, ascochyta rating slightly 
higher than Amit 

8-9 mm size, ram-head seed 
shape, beige seed colour

CDC Leader 
(493-24) 6 Kabuli 109 107 4.5 Medium 40 402 2011 Ram-head

High yield, fair ascochyta rating the 
same as Amit, earlier maturity than 
CDC Frontier

9-10 mm size, ram-head seed 
shape, beige seed colour

CDC Vanguard 
(304-22) 9 Desi 110 108 5.1 Medium 

late 41 220 2006 Plump High yield, fair rating for ascochyta 
blight

Medium seed size, tan seed 
coat colour

CDC Cabri 
(92073-40) 9 Desi 103 102 4.9 Medium 48 304 2003 Plump High yield, earlier to flower Large seed size, tan seed coat 

colour
CDC Corinne 
(ICC12512-1) 9 Desi 118 110 4.2 Medium 43 244 2008 Angular/ 

Plump
High yield, similar ascochyta blight rat-
ing with the check, medium maturity

Medium seed size, tan seed 
coat colour

CDC Cory (CP55) 3 Desi 122 104 4.2 Medium 47 268 2010 Angular/ 
Plump

High yield, similar lower ascochyta 
blight rating and larger seed size than 
the check, medium maturity

Medium seed size, tan seed 
coat colour

CDC Jade (221-
24) § 1 Green 

desi 84 96 6.5 Medium 
late 33 190 2012 Angular

Medium late maturity, medium seed 
size; higher ascochyta rating than 
the check

Specialty chickpea with green 
seed coat and green cotyledons

CDC Ebony 
(222B-11) § 1 Black 

desi 100 102 5.5 Medium 
late 30 180 2012 Angular

Good yield potential, low stature, 
medium-late maturity, medium seed 
size, slightly higher ascochyta rating 
than the check

Specialty chickpea with black 
seed coat and yellow cotyledons

*	Refer	to	map					**	Ascochyta	Blight	at	pod	filling	period:	0-9	scale;	where:	0	=	no	symptoms;	1	=	<2	%	plant	area	affected	(PAA);	2	=	2-5	%	PAA;	3	=	5-10%	PAA;	4	=	10-25%	PAA;	5	=	25-50%	

PAA;	6	=	50-75%	PAA,	7	=	75-90%	PAA;	8	=	>90%	PAA;	9	=	plants	dead;		Plants	with	rating	6	usually	show	large	lesions,	and	plants	with	score	7	or	higher	usually	exhibit	coalescing	lesions	with	

stem	girdling.					*	VRP	=	Variety	Release	Program					Source:	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012					§	Information	not	included	in	Varieties	of	Grain	Crops	2012					Note: Data	for	CDC	Jade	and	CDC	

Ebony	were	based	on	2003	Regional	Trials

CHICKPEA
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Smartphones: A Smart Choice 
for Pulse Producers
Agriculture and mobile technology are a perfect match

by Shaun Haney and Peter Gredig 

 
iPhones are 
renowned for 
their easy-to-
use and intuitive 
Apple interface. 
Many first-time 
smartphone 
users are keen to 
try the iPhones 
because they are 
already familiar 
with iTouches and 
the original iPod. 

Pros
■ Apple also has the greatest 
selection of apps and links directly 
to the iTunes store, creating a great, 
integrated experience. 
■ The sleek design of the phone 
makes the user feel 'hip.'
■ They are very intuitive to use. 
Cons
■ iPhones don't offer the same user 
customization you get with the 
Android devices. 
■ Apple fully controls the interface, 
meaning that all apps, music, 
pictures and podcasts must come 
through the proprietary Apple 
software (iTunes, app store, etc.).

If you are like most successful 
farmers these days, you are 
constantly on the move and always 
looking for ways to save time and 
money – and that’s why mobile 
technology and agriculture are a 
perfect match. 
 Smartphones can play an 
integral part in improving your 
communication, business productivity, 
and the accuracy of your business 
decisions. All of which, of course, 
leads to more profitable farms. 
 As mobile technology has evolved 
and high-speed data networks 
become available in more rural areas, 
farmers now have access to the 
advantages of mobile technology like 
never before. In areas with 3G speed 
service, a smartphone with the right 
website bookmarks and loaded with 
the right applications (apps) will get 
you to the information you need as 
fast as – or faster than – someone at 
a desktop.  
 So whether you are 20 or 60 
years old, and whether you are 
totally new to the smartphone,  
or have been using one for years, 
there is always more to learn about 

how these devices can make your 
farming operations more efficient 
and profitable. 

Which smartphone is right 
for you? 
So you have made the choice to 
buy a smartphone, or are looking 
for an upgrade. But which brand 
to buy? In Western Canada there 
are essentially three different 
smartphone device platforms to 
choose from: BlackBerry, iPhone, 
and Android. Although one is not 
necessarily better than the other, 
they all have different features, 
models, and operating systems, 
which can make choosing one a 
challenge. The techno-talk jargon 
from mobile veterans probably 
doesn’t help either. 
 But think of it this way: 
Smartphone are like pickup trucks or 
tractors. Everyone has their favourite 
make and model, but at the end of 
the day, they all get the job done. 
Your personal preferences will be the 
key to making your final decision. 
Here are some notes to help you 
compare the three.

Technology for Growers 

a

Whether you’re totally new to the smartphone, or have 

been using one for years, here’s how the most recent 

mobile technology can impact your farm business.  

18
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 Farmers love technology and 
learning how to maximize their 
investment in new tools. This is 
happening with mobile phones 
at a steady pace. It is rare to find 
a farmer who has purchased a 
smartphone and let it go, as they 
quickly realize that these devices save 
them valuable time. Smartphones 
provide the tools to help farmers 
achieve their operational and farm 
business goals, free them from the 
office, and increase their profitability.   

BlackBerry was 
the one-time 
leader in mobile 
technology but 
has had some 
challenges 
recently. 
Pros
■ BlackBerry 
still has a strong 
reputation for solid 
email management 
and data security. 

■ Many users rave about the 
BlackBerry Messenger Service 
(BBM), which provides great 
security and makes it really easy to 
communicate with individuals or 
groups of other Blackberry users. 
Cons
■ BlackBerry continues to struggle in 
the area of full media integration. If 
you have ever used an iPhone you 
will quickly notice the BlackBerry’s 
inability to fully integrate your music, 
movie and podcast purchases across 
devices. This especially affects non-
business users. 
■ App developers are looking to 
other platforms first before building 
apps for BlackBerry products. 

Android 
smartphones 
are much more 
popular in the 
United States 
(U.S.) than in 
Canada but 
are a massive 
favourite for 
many open-
platform lovers. 
Google recently 
purchased 
Motorola 

to increase the capabilities of the 
Android platform. 
Pros
■ Many android users love the complex 
customizable features that allow users to 
modify and create their own interface. 
■ The new Android phones are 
incredibly fast and users have been 
raving about how great the camera is.  
Cons
■ One of the confusing things about the 
Android platform is the different models 
and manufacturers. Motorola, HTC, 
and Samsung all produce devices that 
work on the Android operating system.  

bi
oShaun Haney is the founder 

of RealAgriculture.com.  
He can be reached at  
shaney@realagriculture.com.
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Apps that every grower needs on the farm

The above apps are just examples of some of the ways you can use mobile technology to be more effective on the farm. Over time, 
you will find more … and more … and more. 

Drivesafely – Allows you to listen to text messages while you are 
driving or operating machinery, so you can stay focused on what 
you are doing with or without auto-steer. 

Pioneer From the Field – Allows you to follow the comments 
of Pioneer Hi-Bred agronomists or technicians from any area 
in Canada. It really provides you with a heads-up on what is 
happening in your area and allows you to directly contact the 
contributors.  

Evernote – This app allows you to take cloud-based notes, either 
verbally or by text or image. The ability to add tags and save files 
in different notebooks allows for easy access to your notes from 
virtually any mobile device or desktop computer.  

Scoutdoc – An iPad app that facilitates the collection of field 
scouting information. Scoutdoc allows farmers to upload 
images, take notes, add action items, and email reports to the 
hired man or agronomist.  

Smartphones are like pickup trucks or 
tractors. Everyone has their favourite 
make and model, but at the end of the 

day, they all get the job done."
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Market Promotion

Canadians, Eat Your Lentils!
by Rachel Kehrig

22

North American Market 
Promotion
Last year, Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG) created a new 
program area called Market 
Promotion. One of the goals of 
this program is to increase lentil 
consumption in North America, 
more specifically Ontario (ON), 
Canada’s current leading consumer 
of lentils, and British Columbia, 
(B.C.) the province that has 
shown the largest growth of lentil 
consumption. 
 How do we plan to do this? Our 
strategy is to execute an awareness 
campaign about the overall health 
benefits of lentils and their versatility 
in everyday cooking, with the end 
goal of doubling current consumption 
in ON and B.C. by 2013. The 
campaign will target people 
aged 30–45 in both provinces, 
communicating to them through a 
variety of channels including online 
advertising, distribution of our lentil 
recipe book, and endorsements by 
celebrity chef, Chef Michael Smith. 
We will also target consumers 
through major influencers such as 
bloggers, dietitians and nutritionists, 

and culinary experts. With our 
awareness strategy already under 
way, here are a few more details on 
the activities we have started.

The Canadian Lentils Recipe 
Revelation Challenge!
February marked the launch of the 
Canadian Lentils Recipe Revelations 
Challenge, which challenged food 
bloggers across Canada to come 
up with unique and exciting lentil 
recipes to share with our Facebook 
followers. (To preview some of the 
entries, flip to page 25!)
 Recipes submitted to date have 
already begun showcasing how 
people are becoming more and 
more creative with lentils. And 
going online is the best way to share 
this creativity, says Amanda Ryan, 
Director of Communications and 
Market Promotion with SPG
 “This is a chance for SPG to 
really engage influential members of 
the online community,” Ryan said. 
“With the advances in technology, 
we are seeing that more and more 
consumers are relying on the 
Internet as a trusted source for 
information, including recipes. We 

An SPG market promotion campaign aims to increase 
lentil consumption in North America

thought this would be a great way to 
ensure that when people go online 
looking for lentil recipes, there would 
be a wealth of creative and delicious 
options for them to choose from.”
 Contest recipe categories include 
appetizer, salad, main dish, desserts/
baked goods, and freestyle. Each 
participant is allowed one entry per 
category and grand prize winners will 
receive $1,000.
 For more information on the 
Recipe Revelations Challenge, or to 
enter the contest, visit  
www.lentils.ca. 

SPG’s lentil awareness campaign aims to increase 

awareness about the goodness of lentils using a 

variety of channels, including new media.

TM

The lentil recipe book and the Lentils.ca 
website are just two of the mediums SPG 
is using to reach our target audience in 
an awareness campaign about the overall 
benefits of cooking with lentils.



 PulsePoint Magazine • March 2012 23

Canadian Lentils and Chef 
Michael Smith Launch Lentil 
Webisodes
March 1 celebrated 
the partnership 
between Canada's 
No. 1 celebrity 
chef, Chef Michael 
Smith, and SPG 
(under the official 'Canadian 
Lentils' mark) with the launch of 
12 Discover Lentils webisodes 
(short online episodes) focused 
on cooking with lentils. These 
webisodes walk consumers through 
the fundamentals of cooking with 
lentils, and also feature a variety 
of tasty lentil recipes developed by 

Chef Smith specifically for Canadian 
Lentils. Recipes includes twists on 
dinner-table favourites, including 

'lentil lasagna' and 'sweet potato 
and lentil stew,' while others 
demonstrate how to sneak 
lentils into the mouths of 
even the pickiest eaters, with 

'sneaky lentil cookies' and 'lentil 
tomato pasta sauce.'
 The webisodes are available 
online now! Check them out at 
www.lentils.ca. 

bi
oRachel Kehrig is the Manager of 

North America Market Promotion at 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.
She can be reached at 306-668-9988  
or rkehrig@saskpulse.com.

About Chef Michael Smith, Food Network Host, Nutritional 
Activist, Food Media Producer 
Chef Michael Smith, Canada’s best-known chef, is a passionate 
advocate for simple, sustainable home cooking and an inspiration for 
families creating their own healthy food lifestyle. He’s the winner of 
the James Beard Award for Cooking Show Excellence and host of Chef 
Michaels Kitchen, Chef Abroad, Chef at Home and Chef at Large seen 
on Food Network Canada and in more than 100 other countries. 

Production Manuals 
are Now Available!
for Chickpea, Pea, and Lentil
FREE for active Saskatchewan Pulse Producers  
(ie. You have sold or grown pulses in the past two years)

$10 for non-producers or producers  
outside the province of Saskatchewan

Call 306-668-5556 or visit www.saskpulse.com/producer 
to order your copy or to download a free digital version. 

Photo by Paul Lawrence
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Contans WG stops the same-time-next-year cycle of sclerotinia. 
No more sclerotia family buildup from susceptible crops like canola, 
sunflowers, soybeans, peas and lentils. Contans WG biofungicide keeps 
them all in check. Apply Contans WG to stop sclerotinia from taking hold 
of your crop. Contact your local retailer for more information.

Western Canada: 1-800-561-5444  British Columbia: 1-604-534-8815

EVENT CANCELLED due to Contans

® Contans WG is a registered trademark of Prophyta Biologischer Pflanzenschutz GmbH (W.F. Stoneman Company LLC.).
Always read and follow label directions. 12012 02.12

Contans® WG

www.uap.ca

BREAK the CYCLE
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The Celebrity Chefs column is designed to excite your 
taste buds and provide new ideas on how you can 
include pulses in your family meals. This month’s recipes 
are all entries in our Recipe Revelations Challenge, 
a contest encouraging food bloggers to come up with 
creative and unique lentil recipes. 

For more information about the contest, visit 
www.lentils.ca.
 Want more pulse recipes? Contact us at  
pulse@saskpulse.com to receive a FREE copy of 
our recipe booklet, visit our Facebook page (search 
"Saskatchewan Pulse Growers"), or follow us on Twitter 
@PulsesandHealth. Happy Cooking!

Red Lentil Nachos
Blog name: Running with the Devil(ed) 
eggs that is.
www.runningwiththedevil-eggsthatis.
blogspot.com

1 cup (250 mL) red lentils – rinsed
1 tbsp. (15mL) bacon fat for browning
veggies
1 small onion
1 large carrot, cubed
1 small can diced tomatoes with chilies
(or add a few jalapenos to some fresh
tomatoes)
2 cloves garlic, chopped
Tortilla chips
1 red pepper, diced
½ cup (125 mL) shredded cheese (of your
choice)

 If you like, add in some browned ground 
meat or chicken, sour cream, and green 
onions for a more traditional nacho flavour.
 Inspect your lentils prior to rinsing, 
removing any that are black or opened. 
Rinse with cold water and let drain while 
you prepare the rest. In a pot, heat the 
bacon fat and brown the onion on medium 
heat. Add in the carrots. Stir occasionally 
for the next eight minutes or so. Add in the 
tomatoes and garlic (or you could add with 
the carrots if you like a less garlicky flavour). 
Stir in the lentils and add enough water to 
just cover (about two small cans worth). 
 Simmer for approx. 25 minutes.
To assemble, take an oven-proof dish and 
cover the bottom with multigrain tortilla 
chips. Using a slotted spoon (in case there is 
excess liquid) dollop the lentil mixture over 
all of the chips, add your ground meat or 
chicken (if you wish), veggies and cheese. 
Add another layer of chips and start again.
 Heat in a preheated 425°F (220°C) oven 
for about 5–8 minutes to melt the cheese.
 Serve with sour cream and green onions 
– forgo the salsa because you really don't 
need it!

Peanut Butter, Banana & Red 
Lentil Muffins
Blog Name: She Bakes Here
www.shebakeshere.blogspot.com 

1½ cups (375 mL) whole wheat flour
1 tsp. (5 mL) baking powder
½ tsp. (2 mL) baking soda
¾ tsp. (3 mL) cinnamon 
Dash of salt
¼ cup (60 mL) mashed banana (roughly 
half of a decent sized banana)
½ cup (125 mL) brown sugar
1 egg
¼ cup (60 mL) chunky peanut butter
½ cup (125 mL) of pureed red lentils
¼ cup (60 mL) milk (or substitute for  
soy milk)
½ tsp. (2 mL) vanilla
Chopped peanuts (for sprinkling)
Honey (optional, for drizzling)

 Preheat oven to 350°F. Whisk together 
the flour, baking powder, baking soda, 
cinnamon and salt in a small bowl. Set 
aside. In another bowl, mash the banana 
with a fork and combine with the brown 
sugar. Add the egg, peanut butter, pureed 
lentils, milk and vanilla and mix well. Add 
the dry ingredients to the wet ingredients. 
Mix until just combined (do not over-mix, 
this will create tough muffins). Spoon the 
batter into a prepared muffin tin, either 
greased or lined with baking liners. Sprinkle 
with chopped peanuts. Bake at 350°F 
(180°C) for 12–14 minutes. The muffins 
will be ready when they are a golden brown 
and spring back when lightly touched. 

Makes 12 muffins.

Lentil Cranberry Wrap
Blog Name: Jittery Cook
www.jitterycook.com

4 whole wheat wraps
5 oz. (140 g) goat cheese (or more if you
are feeling generous)
1 cup (250 mL) homemade cranberry sauce
(or store-bought)
1/3  cup (80 mL) pecans, lightly roasted for
eight minutes at 300°F (150°C)
1 cup (250 mL) brown lentils, simmered for
25 minutes in slightly salted water
4 tsp. (20 mL) olive oil
4 handfuls arugula, spinach, watercress or
lettuce of your choice
4 tsp. (20mL) Dijon mustard
Sea salt and freshly ground pepper

 Coat each of the wraps with goat 
cheese. Spread a line of cranberry sauce 
down the centre, pecans, and a line of 
lentils. Drizzle on 1 teaspoon (5 mL) of 
olive oil. Top with a mound of arugula and 
mustard. Sprinkle on a little salt and pepper.
 Roll the wrap slowly, parallel to the line 
of cranberry. Wrap tightly in parchment 
paper to hold the ingredients together. 
Slice in two, right through the paper to 
divide into sandwich-wrap halves. Peel the 
parchment down slowly as you savour, bite 
by bite.

From our kitchen to yours, 

Celebrity Chefs share their 

favourite pulse recipes.

Tasty Recipes:  
Recipes from our Lentil Recipe Revelations Challenge 

Celebrity Chefs

25
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by Delaney Seiferling

Creating Demand for Canadian 
Lentils in India

Spotlight on Research

26

How SPG-funded research 

influenced a main 

ingredient in traditional 

Indian cuisine.

How is new market demand 
created?
In the case of Canadian green 
lentils in India, it comes from a 
simple idea that waited for the 
right time to hatch, says Dr. Bert 
Vandenberg, a co-investigator on 
a Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
(SPG)-funded research project that 
aimed to give Indian consumers a 
healthy and sustainable alternative 
to locally produced pulses for 
traditional cooking.  
  “I had the project in my 
head for a long time,” says Dr. 
Vandenberg, who had travelled to 
India several times prior to coming 
up with the idea. “It had been a pet 
project of mine, as a way to deal 
with periodic oversupply of green 
lentils.”

What Was The Simple Idea? 
That Canadian green lentils could 
make an excellent alternative to 
pigeon pea in India. 
 Traditional Indian cuisine relies 
heavily on pigeon pea, or tur dhal, 
a locally grown pulse. However, 
in recent years pigeon pea hasn’t 
always been accessible or affordable 
to Indian consumers. India grows 
80% of the world’s supply of 
pigeon pea (the rest comes from 
Myanmar and East Africa) and the 
country doesn’t always produce 
enough to supply demand. Adding 
further complication, the price 
for pigeon pea has been volatile 
in recent years for a number of 
weather and economic reasons. 
 Canadian split green lentils 
(dehulled and split) are an excellent 
substitute for pigeon pea for a 
number of practical reasons, says 
Dr. Vandenberg. They look similar, 

have a similar texture after cooking, 
are cost-effective, are much quicker 
to cook, and have many nutritional 
benefits. But they were a good fit 
for other reasons as well, says Dr. 
G Pushpa, a professor at the Tamil 
Nadu Agricultural University in India, 
and the local project leader.
 “Lentils can be incorporated 
easily in to many food products 
like other legumes, making them 
more socially acceptable,” she said. 
“They readily absorb a variety of 
wonderful flavours from other foods 
and seasonings, and are available 
throughout the year.”
 For all these reasons, both 
researchers knew there was great 
potential for Canadian green lentils 
in India. What was not known was 
how to get the message across to 
interested parties. At the time there 
was poor usage of Canadian green 
lentils in India, says Dr. Pushpa.
 “Lack of familiarity with green 
lentils and their potential uses 
in food preparation, plus lack of 
detailed information about the 
physiological consequences of their 
consumption were the two reasons 
for their limited use.”
 But as market conditions in 
India were changing – a growing 
middle class was demanding more 
nutritional food products, and our 
relations with the country were 
growing stronger – they decided it 
was a good time to find out.

The Project
After discussing the project with 
SPG and Canadian pulse exporters, 
Dr. Vandenberg collaborated 
with Dr. Pushpa and her team of 
professors and associate professors 
at TNAU. Together, they developed 

a proposal for SPG to fund an 
18-month project that aimed to 
build a foundation for increased 
usage of split green lentils in 
traditional Indian cuisines. SPG 
greenlighted the project, which then 
set out to develop recipes for lentil-
based Indian cuisine, determine the 
advantages of using lentils in these 
products, measure their acceptability 
in Indian life, and determine how 
to make them part of mainstream 
food products in the country. The 
research also aimed to improve 
the use of green lentils with large 
food processing companies, hotels, 
restaurants, and catering businesses. 

The Outcome
As a result, more than 30 products 
were developed using Canadian 
green lentils as a base ingredient, 
increasing the nutritional profiles 
of traditional Indian dishes without 
affecting their overall taste. These 
30 products included traditional 
main courses (which used 100% 
green lentils), sweet and savoury 
dishes (which used 100% lentil 
flour), and ready-to-eat and ready-to-
cook products. The products were 
then subject to consumer evaluations 
to measure taste, texture and 
functionality. 
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bi
oDelaney Seiferling is the Manager of Communications 

for Saskatchewan Pulse Growers. She can be reached at 
dseiferling@saskpulse.com.

Now Registered in 
Flax, Field Peas, Chickpeas 

and Sunfl owers
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• New mode of action (Group 14) 
–weed resistance management

• Early weed removal benefits of 
pre-emergent–controls flushing
weeds, higher yields due to less 

competition with the crop

  
To learn more about Authority® Charge 

talk with your retailer today!

Excellent solution for Kochia 
and other tough weeds

F100-23773_CanadaAuthorityPulsePointMagazinePrint.indd   1 2/15/12   4:26 PM

 Further research was initiated examining options for 
using Canadian green lentils in the Indian food service 
sector. With the help of SPG’s international market 
promotion consultant Raghavan Sampathkumar, based in 
India, a pilot program was founded with airline catering 
units, restaurants, and hotels, which tested green lentil-
based food products on a commercial basis. 
 The results of these pilot programs were 
overwhelmingly positive. Green lentils proved to be 
versatile in a wide variety of southern and northern Indian 
cuisines and to have higher yields and shorter cooking 
times, compared to pigeon pea, meaning less fuel (and 
cost) was required for preparation, with no compromise to 
the taste or texture. Results also showed that lentils offered 
selenium, which is absent in Indian native pulses, and 
would be a highly acceptable substitute not only for pigeon 
pea but for other pulses in India. 
 But perhaps most importantly, consumer feedback was 
great, says Dr. Pushpa.
  “It is surprising that the consumer acceptability was very 
high for most of the products.” 

Going Forward
This research was considered a great success for the 
Canadian pulse industry, as we now know that we can 
continue to provide this market with a healthy and 
sustainable product that will meet the diverse needs of 
consumers and food service industries.
 "Popularization of use of green lentil in the place of 
native pulses for traditional foods would be beneficial to 
increase the per capita consumption of pulses, in order 
to control protein calorie malnutrition and achieve food 
security," Dr. Pushpa said. 
 Beyond that though, this project has established our 
ability to help solve similar problems in the future, says Dr. 
Vandenberg. 
 “We want to continue supplying food security solutions 
to food security issues," he says. “And we now have an 
excellent working model to use for this particular problem – 
a model for future engagement.”
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Get rid of tough weeds before seeding to give pulses and canola a better head start. 
CleanStart takes burndown to the next level – tackling weeds that glyphosate doesn’t.

•  Controls spring-germinating dandelions, ALL volunteer canola  
and kochia. 

•  Burns off all emerged weeds controlled by glyphosate.

• Significantly faster burndown than glyphosate.

1-800-868-5444    www.nufarm.ca

Leaders in off-patent solutions.

CleanStart®

 from Nufarm
A better burn can impact what you earn.

The only non-residual  
burndown for pulses  
and canola.
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Pulse Promoter

2012 Pulse Promoter of the Year

On behalf of the entire industry, 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
congratulates Murad Al-Katib 
for being named the 2011 Pulse 
Promoter of the Year. Although 
many of us already know about 
Murad’s current work, here is a 
look back at how Murad got to 
where he is today.
 Murad has a Bachelor's 
of Commerce degree from the 
University of Saskatchewan with 
Distinction in Finance and a Master's 
of International Management with 
Distinction from the American 
Graduate School of International 
Management (Thunderbird) in 
Arizona. In 2001, he left his role as 
Manager, International Finance, with 
the Government of Saskatchewan 
to start Saskcan Pulse Trading, the 
company that provided the nucleus 
for Alliance Grain Traders. Under 
his guidance, Alliance Grain Traders 
has grown into a world leader in 
value-added pulses, staple foods  
and specialty crops, expanding into 
food and ingredient markets around 
the globe.

 As President and CEO, and a  
member of the company’s Board 
of Directors, Murad serves as the 
company’s guiding vision in all 
aspects of the business. Murad 
has repeatedly proven himself to be 
a strong financial and strategic 
business thinker, able to anticipate 
and mitigate the risks in international 
trading and commodities. 
 Murad has also served on the 
Board of Directors of the Canadian 
Special Crops Association (CSCA) 
and Pulse Canada. In 2006, he was 
appointed to the Advisory Board for 
Small and Medium Enterprise for the 
Canadian Minister of International 
Trade.

Under his guidance, Alliance Grain Trading has 
grown into a world leader in value-added pulses, 

staple foods and specialty crops."

Other distinctions for  
Saskcan:

Saskatchewan ABEX awards 
•"Best New Venture" – 2003
•"Exporter of the Year" – 2004
•"Business of the Year" – 2005

Other distinctions for Murad:

•“Emerging Entrepreneur” Prairie Regional 
Winner, Ernst and Young – 2004

• Canada's "Top 40 Under 40"  
Caldwell Partners and the Globe and Mail 
– 2005

• STEP Exporter of the Year (for Alliance 
Grain Traders) – 2010

BASF'S Bill Greuel presented Murad Al-Katib with the 
2011 Pulse Promoter of the Year award during Pulse 
Days 2012 in Saskatoon. Source: Stobbe Photography
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Positioning Pulses as the 
“Food of the Future”

Pulse Canada

30

the next 20 years, we’re going to 
produce the best pulses, and make 
that part of our national agriculture 
platform for global competitiveness.” 
 Weston’s comments may have 
been influenced by Pulse Canada’s 
partnership with Loblaws. Since 
2010, Loblaws has been a member 
of the Industry Steering Committee, 
which provides input to the pulse 
milling project currently underway at 
the Canadian International Grains 
Institute (CIGI). As a member of 
the committee, Loblaws offers 
commercial insight into product 
development needs.
 In 2011, Pulse Canada again 
partnered with Loblaws on an in-
store Healthy Foods pilot study, 
which aimed to educate consumers 
on healthy food choices. The 
program placed dietitians in 20 
Loblaws grocery stores across 
Ontario, where they provided tours 
to consumers and educated them 
on healthy choice products. They 
also distributed educational materials 
to shoppers, including pulse recipe 
books, nutritional benefits of pulses, 
and tips on how to best use them. 
 Since 2011, Pulse Canada has 
also been working with Ralph Martin, 
the Loblaw Chair of Sustainable 

Pulses make sense when they 
make money. Creating interest in 
pulses creates more demand, and 
growing demand keeps prices firm. 
The relative profitability of pulses 
ultimately determines whether 
farmers keep them in their rotation.
 So what is being done to keep 
demand high? Pulse Canada 
is partnering with key food 
manufacturers and retailers to 
highlight the value of pulses in a wide 
range of consumer interests. Pulse 
Canada’s ongoing work with Loblaws 
is one example of how we are doing 
this. 

 
 
 

 Loblaws is Canada's largest 
food retailer and a leading provider 
of drugstore, general merchandise, 
and financial products and services. 
It serves 14 million customers 
each week at 1,027 stores, 
including Loblaws, Real Canadian 
Superstore, Dominion, Maxi, Maxi 
& Cie, T&T Supermarkets, Zehrs, 
No Frills, Extra Foods, Provigo, 
Fortinos, Valu-mart and Your 
Independent Grocers stores across 
Canada. Sales in 2011 are estimated 
to be just over $10 billion.
 At the Canadian Food Summit 
2012, Galen Weston Jr., Executive 
Chairman of Loblaw Companies, 
shared his views on how pulses will 
help maintain and enhance Canada’s 
global competitiveness in the food 
industry. Weston spoke of the state-
led initiatives that other countries 
have undertaken to become dominant 
players in global trade. He challenged 
an audience that included 600 food 
industry and government leaders 
to identify what Canada could be 
doing to become a stronger global 
competitor.
 Citing the nutritional, health and 
environmental benefits of pulses, 
Weston explained that Canada has 
the potential to be the best pulse 
producer in the world, and that this 
initiative can enhance Canada’s 
competitive position in the global 
economy. He declared that pulses 
could be “the food of the future.”
  “We have an opportunity,” 
Weston said. “How should we think 
about this from an agricultural policy 
production perspective, from a public 
policy perspective and say over 

Galen Weston Jr., Executive Chairman of 
Loblaw Companies, spoke at the Canadian 
Food Summit 2012 in Toronto about how 
pulses can help enhance Canada's global 
competitiveness in the food industry.
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Pulse Canada's ongoing 

work with Loblaws is 

an example of how 

innovation can create 

interest in pulses.
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Food Production at the University of 
Guelph, to provide information on 
the sustainability and health attributes 
of Canadian pulse crops. Much of the 
information that has been provided 
was included in Weston’s presentation 
to the Canadian Food Summit.
 Pulse Canada’s work with Loblaws 
is an example of the importance of 
innovation. True innovation includes 
both scientific development (through 
the pulse milling project and the work 
with Ralph Martin), as well as the 
further work to commercialize the 
science for use in the marketplace 
(the Healthy Foods pilot project). 
Pulse Canada will continue its work 

with Loblaws and other companies 
to demonstrate how pulses can be 
a healthy, environmentally friendly 
ingredient in food products.
 Pulse Canada has four top 
priorities: investing in innovation; 
addressing tariff and quota restrictions 
through bilateral trade agreements; 
regulatory harmonization across 
jurisdictions; and constantly improving 
transportation logistics to ensure 
Canada is a reliable supplier. 
 Government partners are being 
encouraged to consider these priority 
areas to build strength, stability and 
profitability in Canadian agriculture. 
 Ensuring Canada’s pulse industry 

remains profitable and increasing the 
value of Canadian pulses through 
increased domestic and international 
demand will help make Galen Weston 
Jr.’s prediction about the “food of the 
future” a reality.

Last year, Pulse Canada partnered with Loblaws on an in-store Healthy Foods pilot study, which aimed to educate consumers on healthy food choices.
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Pulse Canada will 
continue to demonstrate 
to large companies how 
pulses can be a healthy, 
environmentally friendly 

ingredient in food products."
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oCourtney Hirota is the Director, 

Marketing & Communications, for 
Pulse Canada. She can be reached 
at 204-925-3785 or  
chirota@pulsecanada.com. 
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will only grow stronger in the future 
with Dr. Agblor at the realm. 
 "My role at the CDC is to ensure 
that the Centre continues to focus 
on its mandate of enhancing the 
economic returns to the farmers of 
Saskatchewan," Dr. Agblor said.
 "There is already an excellent 
team of men and women in place at 
the CDC, and I am looking forward 
to being a part of it.” 
 SPG would like to thank  
Dr. Agblor for his time and dedication 
to the pulse industry and our R&D 
program. We wish him all the best in 
his new venture at the CDC.  

The Crop Development Centre 
(CDC) had a familiar face take over 
their Managing Director position 
earlier this year. Dr. Kofi Agblor, 
formerly the Director of Research at 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG), 
took over the top job from Dorothy 
Murrell on January 1. 
 Dr. Agblor was born in Ghana, 
where he received his Bachelor’s 
of Science in Agriculture from the 
University of Ghana. He continued 
his studies in the United Kingdom 
(U.K.), receiving a Master’s of 
Science in Agricultural Engineering 
from Cranfield University, before 
moving to Canada and completing 
a PhD in Agricultural Engineering at 
the University of Manitoba. 
 Dr. Agblor went on to work 
for the Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture as a Program Manager 
in the Agriculture Research Branch, 
where he managed contracts under 
the Agriculture Development Fund 
(ADF), Agri-Food Innovation Fund 
(AFIF), Technology Adoption and 
Demonstration Fund (TAD) and 
Industrial Research Assistance 
Program (IRAP). 
 In 2007, Dr. Agblor began 
working at SPG as the Director 
of Research. For six years, he led 
the Research and Development 
(R&D) program by providing 
strategic direction for pulse research 
in Saskatchewan. He played 
an integral role in developing a 
strong relationship between the 
CDC and SPG, and negotiating 
the commercialization agreement 
between the two organizations 

that provides Saskatchewan pulse 
producers with access to the best 
new varieties on a royalty-free basis 
through SPG’s Variety Release 
Program. 
 With a long history of working in 
business and agriculture, especially 
with direct ties to the CDC, this 
position just seemed like a natural 
step for him, Dr. Agblor says. 
 “The CDC position is a logical 
progression for me; bringing 
experience from working with 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers to 
advancing crop development for the 
benefit of Saskatchewan producers,” 
he said. 
 “I left SPG with mixed feelings, 
because it was a great place to work. 
However, with a research strategy 
and a management plan in place, 
I believe that SPG is positioned to 
continue to provide valuable service 
to its stakeholders." 
 Since its inception in 1971, the 
CDC’s mandate has been to increase 
crop diversification opportunities for 
Saskatchewan farmers by improving 
existing crops and introducing new 
crops, something they have achieved 
with pulse crops. The CDC has 
released 95 pulse varieties through 
SPG’s Variety Release Program in 
the last 16 years and the relationship 

bi
oAmanda Ryan is the Director of Communications and Market Promotion at Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.  

She can be reached at a.ryan@saskpulse.com.

There is already an excellent team of men 
and women in place at the CDC, and I am 

looking forward to being a part of it."
 – Dr. Kofi Agblor

Dr. Kofi Agblor is now heading up the Crop 
Development Centre as the Managing Director.

by Amanda Ryan 

A Familiar Face at the CDC

Crop Development Centre 
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Trilex® AL seed treatment takes the checkered flag for seed and seedling disease 
protection in pulses and soybeans. In addition, it clears the track to allow your 
pulse inoculant to supercharge nodulation.

Led by trifloxystrobin and metalaxyl, the finest pit crew on tour, Trilex AL has been 
engineered for high performance disease protection. This high level of disease 
protection and synergistic benefits with inoculants provides growers with their best 
return on investment. Now that’s a winning formula.

For more information visit BayerCropScience.ca/TrilexAL

GROWERS, START yOuR puLSES.

The nutrition available to pulses in the First 30 Days® has a significant 
impact on seed germination, early root development, emergence and crop vigour.

The First 30 Days® nutrient management plan from Omex focuses on addressing 
the nutritional requirements of early-stage growth – getting your crop off to a stronger 
start and to the finish line faster.

Stronger start.
Faster finish.

Make the most of the First 30 Days®.  
Speak to an Omex Plant Health Professional at 
1-866-860-9660 or visit omexcanada.com.

PRIMERS / STARTERS / FOLIARS

adOmex_PulsePoint_Mar2012.indd   1 21/02/2012   10:05:19 AM



Pulse Days 2012    New Horizons 

Thank you to all Sponsors of Pulse Days 2012
Becker Underwood
Walker Seeds Inc. 
Dupont
Dow AgroSciences
FMC Agricultural
Products

Mana Canada
Alberta Pulse Growers 
Lakeside Global Grains
Victoria Pulse Trading Corp.
Simpson Seeds Inc. 
Viterra

Saskcan Pulse/Alliance Grain 
Traders
Farm Credit Canada
Belle Pulses 
The Western Producer

Honey Bee 
Manufacturing Ltd.
Rawlco Radio
Golden West Radio
CJWW

* All Photos by Stobbe Photography

Thank you to everyone who helped make this event a success!

A special THANK YOU to our Platinum sponsors

There was plenty of delicious pulse-based 
meals again this year at both the Saskatoon 
Inn and Prairieland Park. 

Elaine Froese speaks about the 
importance of succession planning. 
A video of Elaine’s presentation is 
available on our website.

Murad Al-Katib was honoured with the Pulse 
Promoter Award for 2011. Bill Greuel from 
BASF was onhand to present it.

Attendees enjoy a drink at our Opening 
Reception at Prairieland Park, sponsored by 
Novozymes BioAg Ltd.

Shannon Hood-Niefer, with the Saskatchewan Food Industry 
Development Centre, explains her research project to SPG’s 
Executive Director Carl Potts and Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz.

There were nearly 900 people in attendance 
between the Saskatoon Inn and Prairieland 
Park locations. 

SPG’s new Executive 
Director, Carl Potts, 
addresses the crowd.

Students from the Canadian Agri-
Marketing Association (CAMA) 
hosted a silent auction during the 
Opening Reception at Prairieland Park, 
sponsored by Novozymes BioAg Ltd.
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stand and near field margins. Watch 
for more information in our June 
issue of PulsePoint.  

Are you ready to export?
Saskatchewan Trade and 
Export can help! 
Saskatchewan Trade and Export 
(STEP) wants to help you export 
your product, with the Exporter 
Readiness Program. This program 
is free for all Saskatchewan-based 
producers that have an exportable 
product, such as lentils or chickpeas, 
and want to sell their commodities
beyond Saskatchewan’s borders. 
Interested producers can meet with 
STEP for a consultation, and then 
will be given a customized report 
with applicable tools and an action 
plan identifying how they can 
address challenges to be successful in 
marketing their commodity. 
 In previous cases, the Exporter 
Readiness Program has helped 
producers address how to choose 
new markets to export to, how 
to transport their commodity 
from Saskatchewan to the final 
destination, how to ensure payment, 
and more. 
 If you would like more 
information on how this program 
could benefit you, please contact 
Laura Fahlman or Chris Yin at 
1-888-XPORTSK.

Your Voice in the Grain Grading 
System
Did you know that as a grain 
producer, you can help shape 
Canada's grain grading system? 
While the Canadian Grain 
Commission (CGC) is mandated 
by the Canada Grain Act to set 
grain standards and specifications, 
they rely on input from all parts of 
Canada's grain industry, including 
grain producers, to help set 
standards and specifications.
 Grain producers are encouraged 
to bring forward grain grading issues 
for discussion through the Western 
Standards Committee, which meets 
twice a year to discuss grading 

Pulse Producers Eligible 
to Claim 45% of Check-off 
Contribution for Tax Credit
Producers who contribute pulse 
check-off dollars to Saskatchewan 
Pulse Growers (SPG) are eligible to 
earn a federal investment tax credit 
through the Scientific Research 
and Experimental Development 
(SR&ED) program. The tax credit 
is based on the amount of check-
off funds spent on research and 
development that meet specific 
criteria set out by Canada Revenue 
Agency. For the 2011 tax year, 45% 
of the Saskatchewan pulse check-off 
qualifies for the federal SR&ED tax 
credit.
 To claim the federal tax 
credit on your tax returns, 
you must file a T2038 (IND) 
for farm proprietorships or a 
T2SCH31 for farm corporations. 
Corporations are also eligible for 
the 15% Saskatchewan R&D tax 
credit for research performed in 
Saskatchewan, using Schedule 403 
to claim the credit on tax returns. 
 For more information, visit  
www.saskpulse.com/producer.
Aphids Update for 2012: 
Monitor Your Lentil Crops!
While in previous years, aphids were 
mainly a concern to crops in eastern 
Saskatchewan, last year showed 
widespread aphid populations 
in lentils in the southwest of the 
province. If left unattended, these 
insects can have a severe impact on 
yields, which is why this year it is 
important for growers to regularly 
scout for these insects during the 
late-flowering to early-podding 
stages. It’s also important to monitor 
changes in population densities – as 
aphids are soft-bodied and sensitive 
to physical disturbance, they can be 
dislodged by rain or wind, which can 
reduce their numbers significantly. 
 To scout for aphids, just put your 
hand into the lentil canopy during 
flowering time and shake it – aphids 

will fall into your hand. If you see a 
lot of the little guys, get the sprayer 
going. Spraying is an effective way 
to control aphids and products are 
reasonably priced.   
 For more information, visit  
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca.

Grasshopper Outlook for 2012: 
Risk is Relative to Crop Grown
Grasshoppers are not expected 
to be a major pest for most of 
Saskatchewan in 2012, but there 
are a few areas of noted high 
populations, particularly in the 
southwest (rural municipalities 18 
and 19), adjacent to the U.S. border, 
and in the northwest, Meadow Lake 
area. Pockets of light-to-moderate 
populations were also observed in 
the Watrous (central) and Kindersley 
(west central) areas.
 Keep in mind that grasshoppers 
can affect most crops and therefore 
risk is relative to the crop grown. For 
instance, in lentil, risk indicated as 
very light (two to four grasshoppers 
per square metre) can be an 
economically damaging population 
and may require insecticide control. 
In lentil, the most serious damage 
is to buds and pods rather than to 
the less-preferred vegetative foliage. 
The feeding can result in reduced 
yield from pod loss or premature 
shattering. Damage to pods can also 
allow easier access for disease and 
therefore potential grade reduction. 
Since grasshoppers prefer open, dry 
and warm locations, a lush lentil field 
is not an ideal habitat. Keep in mind 
the populations requiring control are 
generally in areas of thinner crop 

On Point

It is important for 
growers to regularly 
scout for these insects 
during the late-flowering 
to early-podding stages."
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issues and make recommendations 
to the CGC about grades and 
specifications. 
 For more information on how to 
participate, visit the CGC website at 
www.grainscanada.gc.ca. 

Legumex Walker Inc. Buys 
U.S. Dry Bean Processing 
Company, Doubles Capacity
February 15, 2012
Manitoba-based Legumex Walker 
Inc. announced two acquisitions of 
U.S. companies in mid February. 
The first was of the Minnesota-based 
St. Hilaire Seed Company, one 
of the largest dry bean processors 
in the United States. The US $12 
million acquisition is projected 
to double Legumex’s dry bean 
capacity. The company currently 
buys and processes pinto and black 
turtle beans, and processes dark red 
kidneys, great northern, cranberry 
and small red beans. 
 The second acquisition was 
of the sunflower seed processing 
assets of Anderson Seed Co., for 
which Legumex paid US $4.8 
million.
 Legumex Walker CEO Joel 
Horn said the deal was just another 
step in the right direction for the 
company’s growth, allowing them 
to “further expand and leverage 
our global sales and distribution 
network with well-established 
and well-regarded brands. In 
addition, it brings us important 
new relationships with grower 
communities in Minnesota, North 
Dakota and South Dakota."
 Legumex Walker Inc. is one 
of Canada's largest processors 
and merchandisers of pulses and 
specialty crops, buying crops from 

more than 18,000 Canadian 
farmers and processing them at 
nine facilities in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba.

SPG-Funded Research Proves 
Pulses can Lower Cholesterol
February 2012
A 2011 study led by Dr. Philip 
Chilibeck, a Professor at the College 
of Kinesiology at the University of 
Saskatchewan, found that adding 
peas, beans, chickpeas and lentils to 
a regular diet can reduce cholesterol, 
a risk factor in cardiovascular 
disease.
 The study aimed to determine 
the effects of a pulse-based diet 
in individuals over the age of 50 
by feeding participants two daily 
servings of pulses for two months. 
Results showed that pulse-based 
diets decreased participants’ total 
cholesterol by 8.3% in the two-
month period, including a reduction 
in LDL (“bad cholesterol”) of 7.9%. 
 For more information on this 
research, visit SPG’s website at 
www.saskpulse.com/producer. 

BASF Canada Announces 
Three-Year Clearfield 
Commitment for Lentils
January 26, 2012
BASF Canada announced in January 

that growers are now able to sign a 
three-year Clearfield Commitment 
for lentils. Growers can sign their 
Clearfield Commitment through 
their Clearfield lentil herbicide 
retailer or seed seller, or online at 
BASF’s secure grower website (user 
name and password required).  
 Once signed, the new three-year 
commitment will remain in effect 
until the end of the 2014 growing 
season. After having signed their 
commitment, growers only need  
to submit their Clearfield lentil 
acreage annually.
 “BASF Canada is committed to 
ensuring the Clearfield Production 
System continues to be the best way 
to grow lentils,” says Danielle Reid, 
Associate Market Manager, BASF 
Canada. “Part of that commitment 
includes responding to growers 
who’ve asked BASF to simplify 
the process involved with growing 
them.”

ILTA Grain Inc. Buys Four 
Pulse Processing Facilities in 
SK, Plans to Build More
January 15, 2012
B.C.-based ILTA Grain Inc. 
announced in mid-January it 
acquired four specialty grain and 
pulse facilities in Saskatchewan, 
through its subsidiary ILTA 
Processing Inc. These facilities, 
formerly owned by the
Parkland Grain/Pulse group of
companies, are located in North 
Battleford, Swift Current and 
Cutknife.  
 ILTA Grain Inc. later announced 
plans to build two more plants in 
Regina and Saskatoon before the 
end of the year, for an estimated 
$60–70 million dollar investment in 
Saskatchewan. The Parkland Grain/
Pulse Companies have operated for 
24 years in Saskatchewan. Their 
45 employees will continue on as 
employees of ILTA Grain.  

For more information about SPG activities, call 306-668-5556, 

email pulse@saskpulse.com or visit www.saskpulse.com.

PULSES IN 
THE MEDIA 

Adding peas, beans, 
chickpeas and 
lentils to a regular 
diet can reduce 
cholesterol, a risk 
factor in cardiovascular 
disease."



 PulsePoint Magazine • March 201236

Clearfield is the only 
complete lentil system. 
‘Soup to nuts’ as we say 
in my business.

“ 

”

Claire’s impressive farming know-how should come as no surprise given the 

clientele at her diner. Today’s hot topic: The Clearfield® Production System for 

lentils. It combines the best varieties—the only herbicide-tolerant ones available—  

with herbicides that are unrivalled in weed control and crop safety. Topped off  

with market-leading fungicides, it’s the best way to grow lentils. And for Claire, 

sharing that info is the best way to earn tips.  

Visit agsolutions.ca/lentils or your BASF 

retailer and get a few good tips for yourself.

Always read and follow label directions. 
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; Clearfield and the unique Clearfield symbol are registered trade-marks of BASF Agrochemical 
Products B.V.; all used with permission by BASF Canada Inc. © 2011 BASF Canada Inc.
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Communications
SPG staff attended the FarmTech 2012 Conference & 
Agricultural Showcase in Edmonton in January to learn 
about some of the most important issues facing growers 
in Saskatchewan today. A variety of different topics were 
featured, including herbicide resistance in Canada, new 
markets, agriculture in the Ukraine and Russia (look for 
more information in the March issue of the Pulse Market 
Report), using social media to make your farm more 
profitable, human resources on the farm, and more. Staff 
will communicate relevant and important topics to our 
growers in Saskatchewan going forward and stay on top of 
the issues that are relevant.   

Research & Development
R&D staff attended the FarmTech 2012 Conference 
& Agricultural Showcase in Edmonton in January to 
learn about new developments in research, policy, and 

economics for all crops, including pulses. Staff learned the 
latest developments about glyphosate and micronutrients, 
minor use and new herbicides, herbicide resistance in 
Canada, and more. Staff will communicate important 
takeaway issues with growers as they are relevant and will 
continue to monitor issues. 

SPG staff attended the Plant & Animal Genome 
conference in San Diego in January to learn about recent 
research developments in the field of plant genomics and 
the role of genomics in plant breeding, climate change, 
and food security. SPG staff also met with researchers 
from the International Chickpea Genome Sequencing 
Consortium (ICGGC) and from the International Pea Whole 
Genome Sequencing Consortium, who generously shared 
their information with us. SPG will remain in contact with 
attendees from this event. 

Can Zinc Improve Your Lentil Crops?
There is a growing body of evidence suggesting that adding 
zinc fertilizer to lentil crops can increase yields, and some 
Saskatchewan producers have begun experimenting with 
this idea. However, there is little reliable information 
available as to how lentil crops respond to zinc. In light 
of this, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG) and the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture have jointly funded a 
three-year project, under the direction of Dr. Jeff Schoenau 
at the University of Saskatchewan, to study the effect of 
zinc fertilizer on lentil production. The study will look at 
how zinc fertilization could affect the yield and quality of 
different market classes of lentils. In addition, the study will 
assess the effects of zinc fertilization on the hard red spring 
wheat crops grown after lentil crops. The project will also 
feature an economic analysis examining the benefits of 
applying zinc fertilizer to lentils.  

Can We Market Pulse Crops as “Environmentally 
Friendly”?
Population growth, greenhouse gas emission, soil erosion, 
climate change – these are all ‘hot topics’ in today’s 
society. We all know that pulse crops have nitrogen-
fixing properties, but before we can officially call them 
“environmentally friendly” we need to answer a number of 
questions: How much below-ground carbon and nitrogen 
do pulse crops supply in a rotation? When it comes to 
greenhouse gas balance and long-term impact on soil 
quality, what is the difference between a rotation that 
includes pulse crops and one that doesn’t? SPG aims to 
find answers to these and related questions through a four-
year project under the direction of Dr. Reynald Lemke at 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. The project aims to 
establish a much better understanding of the nitrogen credit 
provided by lentil, and ultimately support the claim that 
lentil crops lower the environmental footprint.

Working for You 

Your Check-off Dollars at Work

For more information about SPG funded research projects, please contact Crystal Chan, Research Project Manager, 
at cchan@saskpulse.com or 306-668-9171. 

Highlights from current and recently completed SPG-funded research projects.

*Visit the SPG website at www.saskpulse.com for news and updates listed on our homepage weekly.

by Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
SPG Updates
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“We continue to 
welcome comments 

and input from growers 
on all the areas 
of our work."

by Carl Potts

Closing Thoughts 

SPG spends the first few months 
of every year putting on our annual 
Pulse Days event during Crop 
Production Week, holding Regional 
Pulse Development workshops 
across the province, and attending 
various other meetings. These are 
all opportunities for us to share 
recent achievements and discuss 
exciting new opportunities in the 
Saskatchewan pulse sector. But 
equally as important, they are 
opportunities for us to listen to 
the growers we work for. From a 
personal perspective, the opportunity 
to talk directly with growers has been 
particularly insightful and helpful to 
me in my first few months with SPG.
 At Pulse Days in Saskatoon in 
January, we welcomed nearly 900 
participants. This is one of SPG’s 
key events featuring presentations on 
today’s most relevant industry issues 
and results from research funded by 
your check-off dollars. Many of our 
partners from the trade attend the 
event and some participate in the 
market outlook panels. This year 
we featured a popular presentation 
from Saskcan Pulse/Alliance Grain 
Traders CEO Murad Al-Katib, who 
spoke passionately about current 
and future opportunities in food 

questions and input from growers.
 Throughout all these events, we 
have heard tremendous optimism 
about the future of grain and pulse 
production in Saskatchewan. We also 
heard of the growing interest in faba 
bean production in Saskatchewan and 
2012 is the first year that new small-
seeded varieties are available to Select 
seed growers. 
 At the same time we heard 
concerns about herbicide resistance in 
pulses and challenges with continued 
substantial stocks of lentils in Canada. 
This is good feedback, as it is input 
like this that has led SPG to make 
significant investments in weed and 
agronomy research in recent years.
 We continue to welcome 
comments and input from growers on 
all areas of our work. At the end of 
the day, SPG’s investment of grower 
levy dollars must deliver maximum 
value to the growers we work for.

ingredient markets in Canada 
and internationally (the video of 
Murad’s presentation is posted on 
our website). 
 SPG’s Annual General 
Meeting, also held during 
Crop Production Week, was 
an opportunity for us to share 
changes and achievements 
in 2010/11 and exciting 
research, market promotion, 
communication and variety release 
initiatives to watch for in the 
upcoming year.
 In late January and early 
February, SPG partnered with the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
to deliver our annual Regional Pulse 
Development workshops in Melfort, 
Rosetown, Swift Current, Moose Jaw 
and Weyburn. Breeders from the 
Crop Development Centre (CDC) 
spoke about pea, lentil, chickpea and 
faba bean varieties currently available 
and new varieties in the pipeline. 
Other speakers discussed managing 
herbicide resistance in pulses, crop 
inoculation, pulse grading issues, 
maximum pesticide residue levels 
for pulses in international markets, 
crop disease, market outlooks and 
more. We had a great turnout for 
these meetings and heard lots of great 

Opportunities to talk to growers have been particularly 

insightful for SPG's new Executive Director during his 

first few months with SPG.

40

Listening to Growers
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@SaskPulse 
For market outlook, farming tips, and news 
that affects growers 

@PulseandHealth 
For recipe ideas and nutritional information

Search “Saskatchewan Pulse Growers” for 
recipe ideas, nutritional information, contest 
information, and more

Visit the brand new 
Canadian Lentils website 
at www.lentils.ca

These open-faced tacos are quick to pull together and make a delicious lunch  
or dinner - alternatively, wrap the filling in soft tortillas and eat like a burrito

• canola or olive oil, for cooking
• 1 small onion, chopped
• 1 19 oz (540 mL) can chickpeas, rinsed and drained
• 2 garlic cloves, chopped
• 2 tsp. (10 mL) chili powder
• 1/2 tsp. (2 mL) cumin
• 1/4 cup (60 mL) salsa (optional)
• salt and pepper
• 6 corn tortillas, toasted or warmed
• shredded lettuce, for garnish
• chopped tomato, for garnish
• chopped avocado, for garnish (optional)
 • salsa and sour cream, for garnish

Heat a generous drizzle of oil in a large, heavy skillet set over medium-high  
heat and cook the onion and chickpeas for 5-8 minutes, until the onions are  
soft and the chickpeas are starting to turn golden. Add the garlic, chili  
powder, cumin and salt and pepper to taste and cook for another 5  
minutes, until everything is deeper golden.

With a potato masher or a fork, roughly mash the mixture in the pan,  
leaving some chickpeas whole - this will help the mixture stay on the  
tortillas. If you like, add some salsa and stir to heat through.

Divide among the corn tortillas and top with shredded lettuce,  
tomato, avocado, sour cream and/or salsa. Serves 3-6.www.saskpulse.com

Chickpea Tostadas

Join SPG online
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MultiAction®

Legume Fertility

Smart farmers read the fine print.
Source: Summary of 36 lentil and 177 pea independent large-plot research trials. *On average, TagTeam inoculants for pea and lentil outperformed
competitor, single-action (nitrogen fixing only) inoculants by 8% in independent large-plot research trials. That’s an average increase of 2.6 bushels per
acre, for a net return of $18.82/ac. Net return is calculated after the cost of inoculants is removed, using current commodity prices of $15.00/bu for lentils
and $8.00/bu for peas. See our website for details. **For details on the TagTeam ROI guarantee, call Novozymes at 1-888-744-5662.

Novozymes is the world leader in bioinnovation.
Together with customers across a broad array 
of industries we create tomorrow’s industrial 
solutions, improving our customers’ business and
the use of our planet’s resources. Read more at
www.novozymes.com.
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Hit the field with TagTeam® and win the

fight for more phosphate and nitrogen.

TagTeam is the ONLY inoculant that gives your

pulse crops access to more phosphate and

nitrogen. By increasing uptake of phosphate,

TagTeam improves overall root growth and

nitrogen fixation. Your crops grow bigger,

stronger, and deliver an average of 8% more

yield compared to single-action competitors –

that’s more than $18.00* profit per acre! When

phosphate is limiting, nothing beats TagTeam –

we guarantee it.** Get the most from your crops

with the powerful combination of TagTeam.

TagTeam mini-bulk is now available 
for pea/lentil and soybean.

The ultimate 
combination

® TagTeam and MultiAction are registered trademarks of Novozymes A/S. All rights reserved. 11028 10.11

www.useTagTeam.ca  | 1-888-744-5662
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