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THE TALE OF TWO PULSES

It's now that time
of year when ideas
about crop size
are becoming a
little more refined.
The combination
of provincial crop
reports, satellite
vegetation

Chuck Penner maps, crop tour
LeftField Commodity results, phone
Research conversations,

and Twitter feeds
are all providing direction. Plus there's
some good old “gut feeling” based on more
than a few years of experience. Just to
be perfectly clear, it's still ‘guesstimating’
but, as more information comes in and
outcomes become more certain, those
guesses are becoming a little more
educated.

One of the most helpful tools when
coming up with these ‘guesstimates’ is
comparing finding a recent growing season
that's similar to the current situation and
then making some comparisons. That is
especially the case this year, with a roller
coaster of crop conditions. For 2019, the
most similar crop year analog is 2015. That
year, large parts of the central Prairies were
also desperately dry well into the summer
and crops were already being written off.

In fact, the relief didn't actually show up
until early July, when multiple inches of
rain staved off a crop disaster for many
farmers. This doesn't mean everyone (in
either 2015 or 2019) got the rain and some
still had to deal with poor conditions, but in
both years the overall crop situation turned
around from dismal to hopeful.

The reason we are comparing 2015 and
2019 is to get a feel for how much yield
may have recovered after this year's
extremely dry start. The crop reports from
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture
(SMA) provide a good glimpse at how
2019 crop ratings compare with the last
few years, including 2015. This year's
crop recovery started earlier than 2015
and is showing a much more dramatic
turnaround.

We also need to point out that it's not just
the final “good/excellent” number that
tells the tale. If crop ratings are improving
later in the season (like they are this year),
the actual yield often ends up higher than

the absolute number would suggest. This
fits with many word-of-mouth reports of
good-looking pea crops in Saskatchewan
and Alberta.

These ratings tell us 2019 pea yields
should end up to at least the five-year
average of 36.9 bushels per acre, if not
above. Keep in mind, Statistics Canada
(StatCan) reported in late June that seeded
area of peas hit a record this year at 4.33
million (M) acres. If that's the case, the
starting point for the 2019/20 pea crop
would be 4.25 M tonnes, up 675,000
tonnes from last year. According to
StatCan, acreage of green peas expanded
more than yellows which would mean a
larger (percentage) production increase for
greens (26%) than yellow peas (17%).

Part of that increase would be offset by a
400,000 tonne drop in old-crop carry-over
but it still means larger pea supplies in
2019/20. Our conservative estimate has
2019/20 pea supplies at 4.53 M tonnes
compared to 4.25 M in 2018/19, but it
could be larger still. This makes the export
outlook even more critical than usual,

but we're still optimistic for a stronger
export year in 2019/20, along with a small
increase in domestic use.

Lentil crop ratings from the SMA crop
reports are also showing signs of a strong
turnaround since mid-June and anecdotal
reports seem to confirm those ideas. Just
like peas, an average lentil yield (possibly
more) is certainly within reach in 2019.
The comparison with 2015 is even more
interesting as that year's lentil yield of
1,390 pounds per acre was actually the
second highest of the past five years,
possibly because the early dry conditions
limited disease issues.

The StatCan survey results from June
showed that 2019 lentil acreage was
unchanged from the year before. If we
apply the five-year average yield, this
year's crop would end up at 2.24 M tonnes,
150,000 tonnes more than in 2018. The
StatCan report also showed a 16% drop
in green lentil acreage, which means that
portion of the crop would actually be 10%
smaller in 2019. Meanwhile, red lentil
production would expand almost 20% on
a combination of increased acreage and
improved yield.

At the same time, we're forecasting that

the old-crop lentil carry-over will be
360,000 tonnes smaller than the previous
year, leaving total 2019/20 supplies around
2.8 M tonnes, lower than the 3 M tonnes

in 2018/19. If so, the smaller stocks would
mean a friendlier price outlook ahead, even
if exports don't improve in 2019/20. But
we're a little more optimistic than that.

Chuck Penner operates LeftField Commodity
Research out of Winnipeg, MB. He can be reached
at info@leftfieldcr.com
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SASKATCHEWAN PEA CONDITIONS Faba Bean and Feed Pea Faba Bean
100 Feed Benchmark Bi-Weekly Report -
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DISCLAIMER: This publication is provided for informational
purposes only and should not be interpreted as providing,
without limitation, agricultural, marketing, or business
management advice. Saskatchewan Pulse Growers makes

no express or implied guarantees or warranties of suitability
or accuracy regarding the information contained in this
publication. In no event shall Saskatchewan Pulse Growers be
held liable for any special, incidental, consequential, direct or
indirect injury, damage or loss which may arise from the use of,
or any decisions made in reliance on, the information provided.
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the
authors thereof and not necessarily those of Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers.

Publications Mail Agreement No. #40021625. Return
undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, 207 - 116 Research Drive
Saskatoon SK S7N 3R3
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