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The Spray to Swath Interval is the minimum number of days that must pass 
between product application and cutting your crop by swathing or straight-
cutting. On crop protection product labels, you’ll see it referred to as the 
Pre-Harvest Interval or PHI. Cutting before this interval has lapsed can leave 
unacceptable residues on harvested seed.

To help time applications, or choose a 
product that fits a timeline, canola and pulse 
growers can use the interactive Keep it Clean 
Spray to Swath Interval Calculator found at 

spraytoswath.ca.

The Spray to Swath Interval Calculator 
can sync with the calendar on your 
smartphone.

Using the tool to calculate PHI:

The calculator will tell you how many days after 
application you must wait to cut your crop to avoid 
unacceptable residues. Do not cut your crop until the 
interval has ended.

1. Select your crop type.

2. Use the drop-down menu to select the 
product you applied.

Drag the slider to indicate when you want to cut your crop.

Using the tool to find a pesticide that fits a timeline:

1. Select your crop type.

2.
Choose from insecticide, fungicide, desiccant or herbicide.

3.

The calculator will tell you which (if any) products can be 
applied to meet that timeline and the PHI or application 
restrictions. Remember, as fields get closer to cutting,  
pesticide choices become more limited.
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